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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, Joun B. RoHRER, a citi-

zen ot the United States, residing at Frank--

tord, county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania,have invented a certain new and
usetul Improvement in Folding Go-Carts, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in folding go-carts, and has for
1ts object to provide a folding go-cart which
shall be made of comparatively few parts, be
extremely simple in construction yet durable

and eflicient in action, and may be quickly.
folded so as to take up comparatively small

space, so that the same may be packed in-a
trunk or dress-suit case. -

With these ends in view this invention con-

sists in the details of construction and com-.

bination of elements hereinafter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claims.
In order that those skilled in the art to which

thisinvention appertains may understand how |
‘to make and uvse the same, the construction
and operation will now be described in detail,

referring tothe accompanying drawings, form-
1ng a part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1 isaside elevation of my improved
go-cart, all of the parts being in their nor-
mal position, a portion of the same being
broken away to show the interior; Fig. 2, a
plan view of the go-cart extended; Fig. 3, a

side elevation of the go-cart folded; Fig. 4. a

perspective view of the go - cart partially
folded. | .

A represents the two large wheels of the
go-cart, which are journaled in sliding blocks
B, which blocks are held within the boxes C,
a spring G being interposed bétween the top
of the block B and the box C. The two boxes

C are connected together by a folding brace

D, this brace consisting of two parts, one end
of each part being hinged together at the cen-
The body E of the cart is held by means
of the boxes C, to which it is secured, and
this body consists of the sides F, which sides
are joined together by the folding bottom (.
which bottom consists of two leaves hinged
together at the center and each leaf being be-
ing hinged to one side, so that the bottom

may fold upward, as shown in Fig. 4. The.

back consists of 'a folding strip H, which ex-
tends across between the sides near the top
thereof. This strip H also consists of two

parts hinged together in the middle and each

part being hinged at the ends to the sides, so
that the strip may fold inward, as shown in
Fig. 4, -and this strip H is connected to the
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bottom of the cart by means of a piece of

flexible material, such as canvas, rubber,
cloth, or the like, (represented at I,) and this
flexible material is also secured to the rear of
the sides, but in such a manner as to leave a

6o

fold (shown at I' in Fig. 4) upon each side, -

so that the back of the cart may be tilted

rearward to change the same into a reclining
| go-cart. This back may be adjusted in the

following manner: The strip H is hinged to
the bottom end of the sides by means of the
rods H', extending downward from the strip
H. J represents curved slotted barssecured

to the strip H upon each side and are curved

concentrically with the pivotal point of the
rods H’.

the slots of the bars J, and these bars are pro-
vided with notches J* opening into the slots,

1nto which the pins J' are adapted to fit and .

hold the back in any position set. |

K represents handle-bars pivoted at K’ to
the outside of the rear of each side. Thelower

J' represents pins secured to the-
~sidesand extending inward therefrom through
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end of each handle-bar below the pivot is

provided with dowel-pins K* adapted to spring

into an opening K provided in the sides, so-

as to hold the handle-bars in their extended
position. L is the cross-piece of the handle-

bars, which is pivoted to the outer end of one |
handle-bar and is adapted to be hooked upon

the outer end of the other handle-bar.
M represents the forward or foot-board por-
tion of the go-cart, and consists of two sides

N pivoted to thesides F at the point N'. The

Qo

two sides N are. joined together at their for-

ward end by the folding strip O, which con- -
sists of two parts hinged together at the cen-

ter, and each part being hinged to the sides N,
so as to fold inward, these two parts of the
strip O being held in alinement when in their
extencded position by means of the elip O,
pivoted to one of the parts of the strip and

-adapted to fit over the other part, as shown in-
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Fig. 2. The bottom of this forward portién

1s composed of a flexible material,(represented

at I?,)and this forward portion is held against

folding by means of the spring-latches @, se--

cured upon the forward end of each of the

sides I and adapted to spring into openings

provided in the sides N.
R represents the forward wheels journaled

in suitable bearings depending from the sides

N of the forward portion.

In folding the go-cart the clip O’ is thrown
back, as shown in Fig. 4, so as to allow the
strip O to fold inward. Then by releasing the
spring-latches @ the forward portion of the
coo-cart may be rocked rearward between the
wheels A, as shown in Fig. 3, and by remov-
ing the cross-piece L from one of the hancdle-
bars and folding the same in alinement with
the handle-bar to which it i1s attached these
handle-bars and cross-piece may be then folded

in the position shown in Fig. 3 by springing

the dowel-pins out of the openings and rock-
ing the . handle-bars downward toward the
axle. Then by folding the bottom G upward,
folding the braces D, and by folding the strip
H inward the two sides of the cart and wheels
may be brought close together, so as to form
an extremely narrow package, and the handles
S secured to each side of the sides F will fur-

nish a means for carrying the folded cart or

the same may be packed in a trunk or dress-
sult case.

Thus 1t will be seen that by this construc-
tion I am enabled to provide a folding crate
which may be manufactured at a compara-
tively small cost, be composed of few parts,

will be durable when extended, and may be.

folded quickly and easily into an extremely
compact package.

Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact construction hereshown, as slight modi-
fications could be made without departing
from the spirit of my invention, and 1t 1s well
understood that the framework of the cart
may be made of ratan or any other material
desired. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful 15—

1. In a folding go-cart of the character de-
seribed, a body composed of a scat portion
and a foot-rest, the seat portion being com-
posed of two sides, a seat and a back, two
large wheels journaled in bearings carried by
the sides of the seat portion, a folding brace
connecting the two journals of the main
wheels, the seat so formed as to fold inward,
the back hinged so as to fold mward, handle-
bars pivoted to the sides, a cross-pilece piv-
oted to one handle-bar and removably secured
to the other handle-bar, said handle-bars
adapted to fold downward toward the axle,
means for holding the handle-bars in their
normal position, the foot-rest portion pivoted
to the sides of the seat paortion and adapted
to fold inward between the main wheels, said
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foot-rest consisting of two sides, a front strip
connecting the two sides, said strip being
hinged so as to fold inward, means for hold-

ing said strip in its normal or extended posi-
t1on, and two front wheels journaled 1n suit-

able bearings depending from the foot-rest

portion, as specihed.

9. In a folding go-cart, a seat portion and
foot-rest portion, said seat portion composed
of two sides, a seat and a back, two large

‘main wheels arranged upon each side of the

oo-cart, boxes secured to the sides of the seat
portion, a block adapted to slide vertically
in said boxes in which the main wheel 1s jour-
naled, springs interposed between the blocks
and the boxes, a folding braceconnecting the
boxes, the seat being composed of two parts
hinged together at the center so as to fold
inward and also hinged to the sides, the back
consisting of a strip extending between the
sicdles near the top thereof, said strip being
composed of two bars hinged together at the
center so as to fold inward, each part being
hinged to one side, a flexible material con-
necting said strip with the seat, said back
hinged to the sides near the lower end so as
to form a reclining-back, means for holding
the back in any position set, handle-bars piv-
oted to each of the sides, means for holding
the handle-bars i1n their upright position, a
cross-bar pivoted to the outer end of one han-
dle-bar and removably secured to the outer
end of the other handle-bar, said handle-bars
and cross-piece adapted to be folded down-
ward between the maln wheels, the foot-rest
portion pivoted to the forward lower end of
the sides of the seat portion so as to swing
inward between the main wheels, means for
holding the foot-rest in 1ts extended position,
sald foot-rest portion consisting of two sides,
a bottom of flexible material, a front cross-
strip consisting of two parts hinged together
at the center so as to fold inward, and each
part being hinged to the sides of the foot-
rest portion, two wheels journaled in suitable
bearings depending from the sides of the foot-
rest portion, as and for the purpose specified.

3. In a folding go-cart, a body composed
of a seat portion and foot-rest portion, said
seat portion consisting of two sides, a seat and
a2 back, two boxes secured to the sides, slid-
ing blocks arranged within the boxes, two
main wheels journaled in said blocks, springs
interposed between the upper ends of the
blocks and the boxes, a folding brace consist-
ing of two parts hinged together at the center,
the ends of each part being hinged to the
boxes, the seat being hinged at each side to
the sides and pivoted in the center, the two
parts being hinged together so as to fold in-
ward, the back consisting of a strip extending
across between the sides at the top and rear
portion thercotf, said strip consisting of two
parts hinged to the sides and also hinged to-
gether at the center so as to fold 1nward,
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rods extending downward from the outer end
of each part of this strip, the lower end of
sald rods heing hinged to the sides so as to
form a reclining-back, means for nolding the
back in any position set, flexible material se-
cured to the back strip, the seat and sides so
as to complete the back, handle-bars, one piv-
oted to each side, dowel-pins extending in-
ward from each handle-bar at the lower end
thereof below the pivotal point, the sides be-
ing provided with openings in which the
dowel-pins are adapted to spring to hold the
handle-bars upright, a cross-bar pivoted to the
outer end of one handle-bar and removably
secured to the outer end of the other handle-
bar, the foot-rest portion pivoted to the seat
portion so as to fold inward between the main
wheels, latches for holding the foot-rest por-

tion in its extended position, said -foot-rest
portion consisting of two sides, a flexible bot-
tom and a front connecting-strip, said front
connecting-strip being formed of two mem-

bers hinged to the sides and hinged together

at the center to fol( mward, means for hold-
ing these two parts in alinement with one an-
other, and two forward wheels journaled in
suttable bearings depending from the sides of
the foot-rest portion, as and for the purpose
specified. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses.
JOHN B. ROHRER.

Witnesses:
KFrED. W. Cassipy,
Wirriaym Kina.
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