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To all whom it maiy concerwn:

Be it known that I, James LEws, a cltizen
of the United States, residing at Montrose, in

‘the county of Randolph and State of West
Virginia, have invented a new and useful Car-

Stake, of which the following isaspecification.

- This invention relates to car stakes or stand-
ards, and especially to that class of stakes or
standards which are connected hingedly with
the car, so that when not in use they may be

~ folded to an approximately horizontal and

- out-of-the-way position. r
The present invention has for its object to

provide a device of this class which shall pos-
sess superior advantages in point of sim-
plicity, durability, and general efficiency: and

- with these and other ends in view the in-
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vention consists in the improved construc-

tion, arrangement, and combination of parts,

which will be hereinafter fully described, and

- particularly pointed out in the claims.

~ bodiment of the invention, it being under-
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Ini the accompanying drawings has been
illustrated simple and preferred formsof em-

stood, however, that I do not necessarily limit
myself to the structural details therein ex-
hibited, but reserve the right to such changes,
alterations, and modifications as come fairly
within the scope of my invention and which
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing the utility of the same.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion showing one form of my improved car-

stake, the same being attached to the side of
an open car, with dotted lines showing the
stake in a folded position. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tional elevation taken on the line 2 2 in Fig.
1 and with dotted lines indicating the load-line
and the manner of securing the load. Fig.
3 1s a sectional detail view taken on the line 8
3 1n Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a side elevation illus-
trating a modification. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are
detail views illustrating other modifications.
Fig. 8 is a detail view, on a reduced scale,
illustrating still another modification.
Corresponding parts in the several figures
are Indicated by similar numerals of reference.
My improved car-stake may be used in con-
nection with any form or style of car that is

usced in-connection with stakes, but in the ac-
companying drawings it has been shown as
connected with the side of an ordinary open
car. The carside 1 is provided with brackets
2, with which the stake 8 is hingedly con-
nected by means of a bolt 4 or in any other
convenient and well-known manner. While
in the accompanying drawings two brackets
have been shown, one upon the inside and the
other upon the outside of the side member 1
ot the car, it will be understood that a single

| bracket will be sufficient to support the stake,

if preferred. The stake is so disposed as to

enable it to be folded down flat to an approxi- -

raately horizontal position in contact with the
upper edge of the car side, as shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 1. It is obvious that when the
stake is used in connection with a flat-car it
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will be mounted to-fold down upon the car-

body adjacent to the edge of the latter and
that suitable supporting means will be pro-

" vided to sustain the free end of the stake when

the latter is in a lowered position.

The stake 3 is provided at one side thercof
with a foot piece or support 5, whereby it will
be supported in a raised or vertical position.

Connected with the stake at suitable inter-
vals are a plurality of links 6, and a chain 7
is connected with the uppermostof said links.
This chain when the stake is not in actual use
is passed through the several links, as shown
in full lines in Fig. 1, and it is thereby re-
tained in position and prevented from trailing
or draggingortrom being otherwise displaced.
The extremity of the chain 7 has a hook 8 con-
nected therewith. -~ =~

In practice a set of the stakes herein de-
seribed 1is connected with each side of the rail-
road-car. Material, such as lumber or logs,
may then be piled to the desired height upon
the car between the stakes, whichare elevated
to the operative position. (1llustratedin Figs.

i land 2.) When the load has been piled to the
desired height, the chains, having been re-
leased from the holding-links 6, are brought
together across the load and connected with

each other by connecting the hook 8 of each
chain with a link of the oppositechain. When
the load is not of ‘great height, the chain 7
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may be suffered to remain confined in one or

more of the links 6, thus enabling the chains
to be stretcherd taut above the load-line..

In the form of the invention illustrated in
Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the links 6 are made to face
inwardly toward the car-body; but this is not
essenfial, as will be seen by reference to Fig.
4, where the links have been shown as con-
nected with the stake at right angles to the po-
sition occupled by sald links in FID‘S ‘i‘-e 3,10~

clusive.
In Fig. 5 of the drawings has been dlue-

trated a modification Wh_leh consists in sub-

stituting for the links 6 yokes 9, having in-

turned ends 10, which engage the sides of the
stake, sald yokes constituting keepers which

 obviously perform the same functions as the
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- cation, which consists in providing the stake .

[O

1inks.

Another modification (illustrated in
Iig. 6) shows clevises 11 substituted for the

links, and 1n Fig. 7 keepers 12, permanently
‘secured to the sides of the stake, have been

shown. These several forms have been merely

shown in order to illustrate simple modifica- |
tions of the device, which are considered en-

tirely within the scope of the present inven-
tion.
other changes may be made without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention, which, so
far as this feature is concerned, consists, es-
sentially, in providing a stake with a plurality
of keepers, under which category belong the
clevises and the yokes as well as the links, (illus-~
trated in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive,) and with a
chain connected permanently with the upper-

most keeper and threaded through one or more
of the remaining keepers as clrcumstenees

may reqmre
In Hig. 8 1s 1llustra,ted still another modifi-

with keepere consisting of staples extendmg
through the stake and prov1ded at thelr inner

~ends with nuts 16, whereby they are held in

1t will be readily understood that many |
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position. Under this' modification the chain

has been shown as being connected directly

with the top of the stake by meansof a staple
17. This modified form of my improvement
will be found specially applicable to flat-cars,

‘where the stakes have to be mounted adjacent
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to the edgesof the carin orderthat they may

be folded contiguous to the said edges.
Having thus described my mventlon, I
elelm—— -
1. A car-stake connected hlnfredly with a
car-body and hevme'e letemlly-extendmw sup-

port.
9. The eomblne,tlon with a railroad- -car, of

a bracket, a stake connected hingedly with
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said braeket, and a supporting member ex-

tending laterally from the lower end ot Said

stake.
3. A hin o'edly-mounted car-stake having a
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plurality of keepers, and a chain permanentlv

connected with the uppermost keeper. |
4. A hingedly-mounted car-stake having a
laterally-extending supportand provided with

a plurality of keepers, and a chain perma-

nently connected with the uppermost keeper.

5. A hingedly-mounted car-stake having a

plurality of keepers and a chain permanently
connected with one of said keepersand adapt-
ed to be threaded through one or more of the
remaining keepers. ‘

6. A hlno'edlv mounted car -steke havmﬂ' a
plurality of keepers hingedly connected there-
with and a chain permanently connected with
one of said keepers and hwma' a hook at its

free end.

In testl.men;f that 1 elam:i the forea'omo' as.

my own I have hereto aflixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
 JAMES LEWIS

Witnesses:
J. R. PHILLIP
ALra PHILLIPS
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