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A IMTE MmO

To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, RoBerT J AMus TrHOMD-
'SON, a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Gr a,ndm Carter county, State of Missouri,

- 5 have invented cer tain new and usetul Iinprove-

ments in Chain-Releases for Logging-Cars, of

Whl(‘:h the following is a fspemﬁcatlon contain-

ing a full, clear, and exact descr iption, refer-

- ence bemcr hat to the accompanying dmwmcrs
10 forming a part hereof.

My invention relates to chain - releasing
devices for logging-cars; and it consists of
the novel construction herein debcrlbed and

~ claimed. |
15 The object of my device is to provide an im-
proved chain-release for logging-cars which
shall possess certain advantages and points of
simplicity and economy and which shall be
capable of holding and releasing one or more
20 chains.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a log-car bed hav-
ing my invention applied thereto. Fig. 2isa
side elevation of same. Fig. 3 isa sectional
end view of the car-bed loﬁzded with logs.

- 25 Hig. 4£1sa perspective view of the chain hold-
- 1ng and releasing mechanism. Fig. 5isa plzm

view of the same detached. |
I have shown one of the smaller size log-

car beds; but it is apparent that my invention

30 may be apphed to the larger sizes.

The bed has the usual pamllel sills 1, sup-
porting the cross-timbers 2, and the fr e6 ends
of said cross-timbers are connected In pairs
by longitudinal round bars 8. 4 indicates a

35 base which is preferably in the form of a
~casting, provided with suitable bolt-holes &
for the reception of the bolts 6, by means of
which said base is secured to one of the sills
1 at a point near the center of the length of

40 said sills.  Said base is provided with a boss

- T, upon which is pivotally mounted a hand-
]evel J, pivotally mounted by means of the
bolt or pin 8. Al so pivotally mounted upon
sald base is a rocking trip-button 10, which

45 18 provided with an 1nwardlv—cxtendmﬂ' arm
11, which projects at a right angle to the body
of s‘ud button and which arm 1S pwotallv con-
‘nected to the inner end of said hand-lever 9

by means of one or more links 12. Said but-.

‘ther eby forming said

(No model,)

ton 10 is preferably elevated a distance above o

the upper face of said base by means of a suit-

able boss or washer 13, and the bolt 14 Passes
through said button and engages said boss,
pivot tm sald button.
15 indicates a stop-pin projecting upwardly 55
from said ba%e and limiting the movement of
sald button in one direction. Projecting
downwardly from the outer edge of said base

4 18 a vertical flange 186, which is provided |
with a series of houzontwllv-—almed perforated 6o
ears 17, through the perforations of which
passes a bolt 18. Upon said bolt between
pairs of said ears are pivotally mounted a se-
ries of chain-hooks 19, the head of each of
which is provided mth a bifurcation 20. 65
Kach hook is also provided with a rearwardly-
projecting shank 21, which is normally lo-
cated 1n the space be]ow sald trip-button 10
when the latter is in its normal posmon as

shown in Fig. 4. 70

1 pretembly make use of two chains 22 and
23—that is, a chain for each of the hooks 19.
The operation is as follows: The logs are

piled upon the cross-bars 2 in the ucsua,l man-

ner until about half of the load has been 75
placed in position, and then the chain 22 has
one of 1ts ends secured to one of the round
longitudinal bars 8, and then said chain is car-
ried over said Ioos and downwardly beneath
the oppasmelonolmdm‘mlIound bar 3, and then 3o
the free end of said chain is'secured in the bi-
furcation 20 in one of the hooks 19. Then
more logs are piled upon said chain and upon
the loas previously placed upon the car in the
manner shown in Fig. 3, so that the chain 85
will be drawn taut, ‘md then the additional
chain 23 has one of 1ts ends secured in man-
ner similar to that of chain 22, as previously

described, and to one of the round longitudi-

nal bars 3, and then said chain is 1):18‘38(1 up- 9o

wardly and over the tops of the logs which
were last placed in position and then passed .
downwardly and under the opposite longitu-
dinal bar 8, and then the free end of said _
chain should be secured to the. bifurcated 95

head of another hook 19. F mallv, a series of

100‘% should be placed on top of said chain 23
in order to keep it taut. When it is desired
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to release the chain to permit the logs to roll

Y

off the car, all that is necessary is to throw

the hand-lever 9 toward the left hand in Kigs.
1 and 4, and that will have the effect of rotat-

ing the trip-button 10 until it passes off and

releases the shanks 21 and the hooks 19, as
clearly shown in Fig. 5. As soon as said
shanks have been released the pull of the
chains will cause said hooks to turn outwardly
upon their pivot-bolt 18, and the chains will
thereby automatically slide out of the bifur-
cations 20 and be detached from sald hooks,
and the logs will roll off the car. |

It will of course be understood that a sin-
ole chain can be used alone upon one hook,
and 1t will not be necessary to use all of the
hooks and chains unless the load so requires.

What I claim is—

1. An improved chain-release for logging-
cars, comprising a movable chain-hook hav-
ing a shank, a trip-button adapted to engage
said shank to retain the hook in normal posi-
tion, a hand-lever, suitable means for moving
said button to release said shank, and a link
connecting said hand-lever and said button,
substantially as described.

2. An improved chain-release for logging-

cars, comprising a base, a hand-lever pivoted
to said base, a chain-hook having a shank and |

760,275

pivotally mounted, a trip - button pivotally
mounted upon said base and adapted to en-

20

oage said shank, an arm projecting from said

button, and a link connecting said hand-lever
to said arm, substantially as described. -

3. An improved chain-release for logging-
cars, comprising a base, a hand-lever pivoted
to said base, a chain-hook having a shank and
pivotally mounted, a trip - butfon pivotally
mounted upon said base and adapted to en-
oage said shank, an arm projecting from said
button, a link connecting said hand-lever to
said arm, and a stop for limiting the move-
ment of -said button in one direction, substan-
tially as described. |

4. An improved chain-release for logging-
cars, comprising movable chain-hooks each
having a shank, a trip-button adapted to en-

oage said shanks and retain the hooks in nor-

mal position, and suitable means for moving
said button to release said shanks, substan-
tially as described.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

- ROBERT JAMES THOMPSON.

Witnesses:

James M. McGHEE,
Joun H. LuHR.
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