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No, 760 056.

UNITED STATES

P&tented Ma,y 17, 1904

PATENT OFFICE

THOMAS CORY, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

. KEY FOR VOTING-MACHINES.

—

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. r?’6() 056, dated May 17, 1904

Apphcatmn filed Mareh 9, 19{)3 Serml No. 14:6 94.8

(No mndel )

To all whom it QY COTLCCPTL: -
Be it known that I, Tromas Cory, ﬂ,cltu:en

of the United States, resuhnfr at Los Anﬁ'e]es -.
county of Los Anﬂ'eles State of

Califor nia,
useful Im-

have invented cer mm new and

provements in Keys for Voting - Machines:
~and I do hereby declare the followmo‘ to be a
tull, clear, and exact description of the same.

Unue1 the present system of constructing
voting -machines the key is simply used b0

designate by number the candidate to be voted

for oﬂice there being arranged alongside of

‘the Votmﬁ'—keys a pla,te or sl1p containing the
names of the candidates for office.

The head

of each key generallyis provided or stamped
with a number, which number cor responds
with the name of the candidate appearing on
the plate to be operated to cast a ballot for
such candidate. Jn some cases the voting-
keys are not numbered. Whatever may be
the arrangement of keys the same are distinet
from the llS't of candidates so far a8 relates to
movement.

opposite the name of the candidate you desu e
to elect to office. Usually a number of party
tickets appear on each ballot-sheet, the party
tickets being arranged in par allel columns.

The result ib as disclosed by practical work-
ing of this c]ascs of machines at held elections,

that the voter ofttimes depresses the VOtll’lU-
key appearingat the left-hand side of the par tV
slip instead of the key arranged at the right-
hand side, thereby casting a vote for the oppo-
nent of the candidate Clem ed to be elected.

Although rules or dir 00131011.5 as to voting the

- keys may be posted in the ballot- booth and
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are posted in plain view of the voter, never-

theless such mistakes will oceur. J;‘hls 18 not
due to ignorance of the voter, but mainly to
the hct that many voters c‘mnot distinguish
readily between the right and left and become
contused by the multitude of Vo‘rmﬂ—keyg pre-
sented to the eye. |
The object of the present invention is to
remedy the above-mentioned defect by so con-
structing the key as to force the voter to de-

‘name-plate or card of such eandidate for o

The general practice in connec-
tion with the casting of a vote mechdmcallv |

1s simply to depress the voting-key appearing

the name-plate, card, or slip 6.

- press the name of the candidate with the move-
ment of the voting-key, thereby rendering it
impossible to cast a vote for the wrong can-
didate without deliberately depressing the

To comprehend the invention, reference
should be had to the accompanying sheet Of
drawings, wherein—

qure 1 1s a top plan view, partly br'oken-~

away, disclosing the arrangement of a series

of the impr oved Votlnﬂ'—hev,s with a voting-

machine; Kig. 2, a detail perspective view (:xt
one of the 1mp1'oved voting-keys. Fig. 3 is

a longitudinal sectional view of one of the

voting-keys, and Fig. 4 a plan view of the
key with the retaining-slide for the candi-
date’s name-plate or card partly removed.
The number 4 designates the stem of the
improved voting-key, which key-stem is
formed, preferably, with an elongated head 5.
This head serves as a holding-frame for the
name-plate, slip, or card 6 of the candidate to
be voted for by said voting-key:. :
ing frame has its edges 7 inwardly flanged to
pr event the name- pla,te card, or slip 6 bemﬂ'
raised from within its smt To plmﬂde

‘against removal of the name-plate, card, or

Sllp from within the head-frame, a retaining-
slide 8 is utilized. _
the name-plate, card, or slip 6 within the head-

frame, its outer end 9 forming an end for the

open end of the said head-frame. Theupper
portion of the slide end 9 is flanged over to
form an edge 10 for preventing removal of
In length the
slide 8 1s appr 0*{11’{1&{3613? one-half that of the
head or head-frame 5, so that a portion of the
under surface of the name-plate, card, or slip
1est5 upon Lhe uppol hu, of the heml or he&d“

shde Amr suﬂﬂble adhe%we gubatcmce is ‘L])-—
plied to the under face of the name-plate, card,

or slip, so as to cause same to adhere or stlch
firmly to the upper surface of the head or
head-frameand uppersurface of the retaining-
slide. 1t will be apparent that any other
manner of uniting the name-plate, card, or
ticket containing the name of the candidate to

thce.

This slide shps beneaLh_
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be voted for may be employed. However,
preference is given to the mode described,
owing to 1ts sm]phcl’w and Inexpenslveness.

1t will be understood that the number of

the candidate is either stamped on the head of
the voting-key or printed on the name-plate,

card, or slip, so as to enable the voter to cast
his ballot by reference to either the name of
the candidate or voting-number of the key.

To protect the name-plate, card, or slip
from mutilation, the same 1s promded with a
suitable- transparent cover 11. ~

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be protected
by Letters Patent, 1s— -

1. The combmatwn with the Stem of a vot-
ing-key, of a frame secured to the upper end
thereof, said frame having a seat therein for
the receptlon of a name- plate or card of the
candidate to be voted for by such key, and a

hand.

760,056

slide-plate working within the seat of the
tframe for holding the said name-plate or card
therein, said slide-plate being united thereto.

9. The combination with the stem of a vot-
ing-key, of a head-frame secured thereto, a
receiving-seat therein for the reception of a
name-plate, card or ticket of the candidate to
be voted for by such key, a shide-plate work-
ing within the head-frame for holding the
mme-plate card or ticket within its seat, a
portion of the card or name-plate being umted
to the head-frame and a portion to the slide-
plate in order to prevent its withdrawal with-
out mutilation thereot.

In witness Whereot I have hereunto set my

THOMAS CORY.
Witnesses: =~ * -
J. W. PHELPS,
R. W. Kinsey.
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