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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, BexsaMiNy B. VANDER

- -VELR a citizen of the United States, and a

remdent of New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, have invented

certain new and useful Impr Gvements in Boxes

- or Receptacles for Holding Qraekexs or the

IO

Like, of which.the fo]lowmtr 1S a specl

boxes or receptacles for holding erackers and

the like; and it consists in the novel features,

arrangement, and combinations of parts here-
inafter descr 1bed and p%rtmularly pomted out

~in the claims.

20

- themanufacturer.
are usually arr anged upon shelves in retail
stores, and 1t 1s deblrable that the nature of -
the contents of the box or receptacle may be.
observable by simply looking at a transparent

3_5'

4.0

45

- the box being provided with a

Mv invention is illustrated in this apphca-—
tion in a tin box or receptacle to be used in
stores for holding crackers, small cakes, and
the like and from \which the cmcl{ers are from
time to time withdrawn in varying quantities

as sold. These tin boxes or receptacles are

packed with the crackers and small cakes by
the manufacturer, and after being suitably
labeled are delwered to the grocer, “the latter
retaining the same until Llle contents of the
boxes or receptacles have.been sold, where-
upon the boxes or receptacles are returned to

surface at the front of the box.

The most approved box or receptacle of the
elass to which my invention pertains at pres-
ent in use is of rectangular outline and has a
top hinged near the front edge of the box, a
large Iecmnﬂular pane of gla,ss set within a

bor derlno'-tl ame extending around the front

edges of the box, and a vertical hinged par-
tition of tin within the box and set about two
inches to the rear of the front pane of glass,
hinged latch
for holding the said partition in avertical po-
sition. Inthe employment of this well-known
form of tin box or receptacle the crackers or
cakes to be sold are packed on edge between
the front glass pane and the hinged partition,
so as to form a facing or exhibit observable
through the glass front and thereatter the

5o remaining portion of the box or receptacle is

jcation. | glass pane- and the hinged - partition.

The invention relates to improvements in

ferred to as being In common use.

These boxesorr eceptacles |

packed with the crackers. The grocer in sell-
ing the goods will first sell from the main

disturb the facing between the glass pane and
the inner hinged partition, and thereafter he

will sell the crackers which have been used

for the facing or exhibit from bhetween the

substantially necessary tlnt the grocer should
sell the crackers constituting the aforesaid
facing or exhibit, because. thev represent a

It 18-

body of the box or receptacle, so as not to

55

considerable percentage of the contents of the

entire box, and he in demhnﬂ' with the m‘mu-

facturer is charged for them

My mventlon has for its ob]ect the ovu-

coming of the very seriots existing objections

to the cracker box or --1‘ece-ptacle above re-
. Among
these objections 1t may be mentioned that the
crackers or cakes arranged between the Inner

7¢

partition and glass front become exposed to

“the light and to the air and dust entering the
loose joint surrounding the edges of the pane
of glass and that the retall purclnsm 01: the

cmckels or cakes constituting the exhibit re-

ceives goods which have become deteriorated
-bV time >and exposure. Inaddition,inthebuild-
ing up of the facing forthe exhibit or front of .
; the boxes or 1eceptacles many of the crackers
“are cut or broken in half, so that the rows of
crackers may extend campletely across the
“front of the box, and these broken crackers
are sold to the customer with the whole ones.

It is deemed necessary that the grocer allow
the crackers constituting the exhibit to re-

a | main between the inner partition and the glass

front of the box until all of the other cr a,chcl%

30

have been sold, because not to do so means

that the ex_hlblt or facing becomes broken
down and no longer serves it purpose. A
further objection to the ‘heretofore existing
cracker boxes or receptacles is that the top
thereof is hinged at the front of the box and

‘that hence the entire box must be withdrawn
from a shelf before the said top can be opened.

Another objection to the existing form of
cracker-boxes is that no provision is made for
conveniently withdrawing them outward from
a shelf, and with the use of the customary

90

95

cracker-boxes a grocer Wlll upon withdrawing 100
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2.

the box from a shelf force the ends of his
fingers between the glass front.ot the box and

the surrounding rim. for said front, so as to
oet g suffictent hold on the box to enable him.

to withdraw 1t from the shelf, and in carry-
ing out this action the fingers of the grocer
naturally pressthe glass front inward against
the facing or exhibit of crackers and the like,

and this tends to break down the exhibit and
injure the goods and in addition. creates a.

larger opening between the front pane. of
glass and 1ts surrounding rim for the entrance
of air and dust.- There are other ohjections
to the existing cracker boxor receptacle com-
monly used; but the foregoing are sufficient
to indicate the purposes of my invention, in

carrying. out which I preserve the usual rec-:

- tangular form of the box and provide the box
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1n.

with a hinged top and a facing or exhibit of
the crackers or other contents of the box: but
at the same time I obviate all of the above-

mentioned objections to the heretofore -exist-

ing cracker boxes or receptacles, as will more
fully appear-from the detailed description of
my invention hereinatter presented, reference
being had to the accompanying dra,wmgs, in
Whlch—— |

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a box or re-
ceptacle embracing my invention, the inde-
pendent front affording the exhibit being in
position. FKig. 2 is a like view of same, with
the independent. front affording the facing or
exhibit omitted. Fig. 3 i1s a central vertical
section of same on the dotted line 3 3 of Fig.
1; and Fig. 4 is a detached view of the inner
side of the independent front of the box or
receptacle, a portion of the backing for the
cracker exhibit being broken away.

- In the drawings, 10 designates the mam-

body -of the box or receptacle and 11 the in-
dependent front thereof, said front affording
the facing or exhibit a,nd having an opening
12, preferab]y circular in outline, covered by
a glass or other transparent pane 13. The
body 10 of the box or receptacle is preferably
of rectangular outline and of suitable dimen-
sions to afford the requisite capacity. for the
crackers or other material to be placed there-
The body 10, while carrying the front 11,
1s, so far as its capacity 1s concerned,. inde-
pendent of said front, and the said body 10 is
provided with a top 14 acdapted to close the

“same in an efficient manner, said top 14 being

secured to the rear edge of the top of the body
10 by means of a hlno*e 15, the latter enabling
the opening of the body 10 by turning the
cover 14 upwardly and rearwardly.
edge .of the top 14 is preferably formed with
a hinged ring 16 for convenience in raising

the front edge of said top, and the purpose of |

hinging the ring 16 isto enable it to be turned
downwardly flat upon the top 14, so that it
may hot form an obstruction when the box 1s
moved inwardly between two closely— tting
shelves in a store. |

‘an 1ntegral rectangular box.

The front

760,043

The front 11 is of rectangular outline con-
forming to the general outline of the front of
the body 10, so that when said front 11 is ap-
plied to the body 10 it, in effect, forms a con-
tinuation of said body, so that the entire struc-
ture in general appearance represents simply
The tfront 11 1s
in itself in the form of a receptacle and com-
prises the front plate 17, containing the open-
ing 12 and surrounded by the ecdge flange 18,
Whl(}h when the front 11 is1in posﬂzlon ao‘amst

the body 10 will engage the front edcres of

said body and, ‘in offe ect form a continuation
thereof. The front 11 is intended to be de-
ta,ehab' y secured to the body. 10, so as to be
carried thereby and also at the proper time to
:)e removed therefrom, the purpose of remov-
ing the front 11 from the body 10 being to
renew the facing or exhibit or vary the char—
acter thereof, as may from time to time be
required. Several different means for con-
necting the front 11 with the body 10 have

suggested themselves to me, and as a pre-

ferred means for detachably securing the front
11 1n position I illustrate in the accompanying
drawings the hook 19 and ‘secrew 20, by which
the front 11 may be conveniently applled in a
detachable manner to the body 10, the hook 19
being formed from a strip of metal turned up-
wardly from the lower inner edges of the front

11 and adapted to enter a loop or eye 21, car-

ried-at the lower front edge of the body 10,
as shown In Figs. 2 and 3, while the screw 20

passes freely through an aperture 22 in the

plate 17 of the front 11 and is adapted at its
mner threaded end to engage a threaded socket

“1n the stationary stud 23 apphed tothe upper
aody 10. By loosening |

front portion of the
the screw 20 from the stud 23 the front 11

may be moved downwardly for the purpose of
clearing the hook 19 from the loop or eye 21,
and thereby detaching the front 11 from the

body 10. In restoring the front 11 to the

body 10 the hook 19 will be moved upwardly

through the loop or eye 21 until the aperture

92 1s in line with' the threaded socket of the
stud 23, and thereupon the screw 20 may be
a,pphed to place and’ the front 11 e
connected with the body 10. The screw 20 is

provided with a head, as shown in Figs. 1 and

3, and this head performs two important fea-
tures, one being that it enables the convenient
application of the screw while securing the
front 11 in position, and the other bemﬂ* that
1t constitutes a handle by which a grocer may
be enabled to conveniently withdraw the box
from off a shelf when he desires to open the
top ‘14 for the purpose of removing some of
the contents from the body 10.

The front 11 forms within itself and be-

tween 1ts plate and the front of the box 10 a
‘substantial chamber 24 to receive the facing or

exhibit of crackers and the like, this tacmcr or

exhibit in the present instance bmno' tor med |
of two layels of the cmcLels (numbered 25,)
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~sald plate 17, around the opening

760,043

these crackers being built up against the trans-

parent pane of glass 13 and within an encom-

passing flange 26, which affords a suitable
frame for receiving and holding the exhibit.
The flange 26 extends inwardly from the front
plate 17 “and forms a continuous frame Sur-
rounding the exhibit-opening 12 and receiving

both the exhibit 25 and the pane of glass 13,

The frame formed by the flange 26 is entirely
open at 1ts inner end, so as to properly and

effectually receive the pane 13 and exhibit 25
and enable the attendant to properly build up

the facing or exhibit, and after the pane of

glass and exhibit 25 have been given their

proper position within the frame formed by

the flange 26 the said frameat its inner end will
be closed by the application of a piece of card-
board or other material 27 thereto, as shown
in KFigs. 3 and 4, this backing of cardboard or

other material being detachably held in place

by means of the flexible fingers 28, secured at

one end upon the flange 26 and at their other
end being free to be bent over upon the card-
board or other backing 27. The backing 27

will press against the inner wall of the exhibit
95 and preserve the integrity of said exhibit,

and at any time it may be desired to renew or
vary the exhibit 25 the front 11 will be de-

tached from the body 10, and the fingers 28

will be turned upwardly from the backing 27,

so that said backing and the crackers, cakes,
or other material held by it may be conven-
iently removed from the frame formed bV the

flange 26.
lt is to be observed that the crackers and

the like which are to be sold by the grocer
are packed within the body or box proper, 10,

and are excluded from the front 11 and tha,L |
the exhibit crackers and the like, 25, are car-
ried by the front 11, being held thelem n

line with the glass pane 13 by means of the

flange 26 a,nd backing 27, said backing 27,

with its codperating parts, preserving the in-

tegrity of the ia,cmo or exhibit 25.
45

Upon the ‘Lppllﬂ&tl(}l‘l of the front 11 to the
body 10 the surrounding flanges or edges 18

of said front form, in 'eﬂ:'ect, a continuation of |

the rectangular surfaces of the body 10, and

prior to the delivery of the receptacle 10, with
1ts contents, to the grocer the sides of Lhe en-

tire box will be covered with snitable labels,

preferably covering the joint between the

front 11 and body 10 and extending over
the area of the sides of the entire box The
top of the box will also be covered by alabel.
After the grocer has sold the contents of the

body 10 the box will be returned to the manu- -

facturer of the crackers or other goods and
he will detach the front 11 from the body 10
and subject the box to thorough cleansing and

relabeling and renew the ex:hlblt facmcr 95.

The exposure-aperture 12 in the plate 17 of
the front 11 is preferably circular, and upon

12, may be
The

applied a sultable ornamental la,bel

| facturer of the crackers, the grocer,

frame iormed by the flange 26, carried by the -

front 11 and encompassing the opening 12
‘therein, is preferably rectangular for con-
venlence in building up and mamta,mmﬂ* the
exhibit 25 and pr wentmﬂ* the exposure of
any cut or broken edges ot the crackers at
said opening 12, the cut edges of the crackers

70

ﬁttmﬂ against the walls ot the flange 26 be-

ing concealed behind those portions of the
plate 17 ELd_]ELCGI]tr to the edﬂe% 01 the open-
Ing 12. .

The cracke1s constltutmcr the exhibit fac-

75

ing 25 are not to be sold bv the grocer, noris

the manutacturer to charge the grocer for
30
vention is to so provide an exhibit facing that

the same, and one of the purposes “of the in-

the manufacturer will be able to give the

crackers constituting the same to the grocer.

In accordance with my invention I preserve

-the general form and capacity of the cracker
tins or boxes at present in use, but avoid all
of the objections hereinbefore mentioned in-
cident to the use of such tins or boxes and in -
addition produce a box or receptacle possess-
:90
and the

ing 1n itself distinet advantages to the manu-

customer.

The fact that the cover 14 is hmwed at its
rear edge is of advantage, because by reason

thereof a grocer need not pull the entire box

from a shelf in order to reach the contents of

the body 10, and it will be observed on refer-

95

ence to the drawings that the front depending

lip or flange of the hinged cover 14 extends

“downwardly between the body 10 and front
be conveniently
a,nd properly used to close the top of the body

11, whereby the cover 14 may

10 without extending outward upon the sur-
faces of the front 11.

the screw 20 is of gr eat advantage in enabling -

1QO

The knob or handleon

ros

the convenient w1thd1 awal of the box from the N

shelf.

T have described her Gmbetm e that the front -

11 may be detachably secured to the body 10

by means of the hook 19 and scr ew 20; but

110

my invention is not limited to any specml_:
means for detachably securing the front 11 to

the body 10, for it is obvious that various
mechanical devices may be employed for this
T IS

purpose. = For instance, a line of solder might

be employed for connecting the edges of the
front 11 to the edges of the body 10, and the
manufacturer of crackers upon the return of

the box could easily detach the front 11 by ap-

plying a hot iron to said line of solder.

- Itis ;.
desirable that the front 11 should be firmly

120

secured to the body 10, so that durine the han-

dling of the box the front 11 may not become

detached ther efrom; but it is also desirable

that the front 11 may be detachably secured 125

to the body 10, so that the manufacturer of

crackers may be enabled to remove said front

and cleanse all parts of the box and renew the

exhibit facing 25. The special form and con-
struction shown of the front11 is of great ad-

130
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vantage, because it enables the convenient
building up of the exhibit facing and the ap-

plication of the front carrying the facing to

the body 10. The exhibit facing 25 will re-
main intact during all the period that the box
may remain on the shelf of the grocer, be-
cause said facing 1s maintained in the fr ont 11
inclependently of the interior of the body 10,
and the removal of thecrackers from the body
10 will have no effect upon the facing 25. The
contents of the body 10 are keptin good con-
dition, because they are not exposed to any
light, air, or dust which may enter around
the edges of thefront opening 12, the contents
of the body 10 being effectually separated by
the front wall of the body 10 from the chem-

ber formed within the front 11.

Ordinarily the crackers, biscuits, end the
like are intended to coneea,l the backing 27;

but in some instances, especially ‘when the-

crackers or biscuit are placed on edge, as when
they are severed and disclose their interior,
there will be gaps between the crackers or
biscuits, through which the backing 27 may be
seen, and in-such instances the backing 27 will
be given a mirror or reflecting surface to en-
hanee the value of the ex111b1t tacing.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The rectangulartin box havingthe front,
rear and side walls and bottom and provided on
its upper end with the cover, combined with
the independent detachable vertical front
structure applied close to the outer side of said
front wall to hold, independently of the box
proper, the eXhlblt facing, the said front com-
prising the plate 17 having an opening 12
therein, the transparent pane 13 closing said
opening, the flange 26 carried by said plate at
its inner side and - forming a frame encompass-
ing said opening 12 and adapted to hold the
exhibit 25, and the backing 27 tor closing the
inner end of said frame after said exhibit has
been built therein; substantially as set forth.

9. The box having the front, rear and side
walls and bottom and provided on its upper

end with a cover adapted to be opened and

closed at will and having a front depending
lip extending downwardly over the upper
edge of said front wall, combined with the in-
dependent detachable front applied to the ex-
terior of the front end of said box and having
the exposure-opening and transparent pane
and affording in line with said pane a chamber
to receive the exhibit facing, said independent
front coinprising the front plate 17 and the
encompassing flange 18, the latter being in

~therein and provided
the flange 18 project:

760,043

line with the adjacent surfacés of the boxand
at the upper front edge of the box being sep-
arated from the latter to afford space for the

6o

sald front depending lip on said cover; Sub-

stantially as set forth.
3. The rectangular tin box having the front

rear and side walls and bottom and promded on
its upper end with the cover, combined with
the independent detachable vertical front

structure applied close to the outer side of

said front wall to hold, independently of the
box proper, the E‘,Xhlblt facing, the saicd front
comprising the plate 17 having an opening 12
therein, the transparent pane 13 closing said
opening, the flange 26 carried by said plate

“at its inner side and forming a frame encom-
passing said opening 12 and adapted to hold -
the exhibit 25, and the backing 27 for clos-

ing the inner end of said frame efter S&ld ex-
hibit has been built therein, said opening 12
being circular in outline and said frame being
rectangular in outline; substantially as set
forth.

4. Therectan o'uler tin box having the front,
rear and side walls and bottom and provided on
its upper end with the cover, said cover being
hinged at its rear edge to said box, combined
with the independent detachable vertical front

structure applied close to the outer side of

70

75

80.

sald front wall to hold, independently of the
box proper, the exhibit facing, the said front -

comprising-the plate 17 having an opening 12
at its outer edge with
ne inwardly toward the

sald box the transparent pane 13 closing said
openmg, the flange 26 carried by said - plate
at 1ts inner side and forming a frame encoms-
passing said opening 12 and adapted to hold

the Inner end of said frame attel sald . BXthlt
has been built ther em substantially as set

fel th.

. The box or receptacle having the top
eover* the front to receive the exhibit facing
and having the exposure-aperture and trans-

parent pane, the hook and loop for connect-

ing at one point said front and box, and the

serew and threaded socket for connecting at
“another point said front and box; substan-

tially as set forth.
Siened at New York, in the county of New

the exhibit 25, and the backing 27 for closing

QO

95

100

105

York and State of New York, this 30th day

of December, A. D. 1902.
BEN TAMIN B. VAWDER VEER

Witnesses:
ArRTHUR MARION,
Cras. C. GILL.
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