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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CitaArLES B. STEVENS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Cumberland, Guernsey county, Ohio, have in-
vented certain new and useful Impr ovements.
in Mail-Bag Fastemno*s, of which the tfollow-
1ng 18 a specl

qeation. --
The presentinvention relates toan improve-
ment in mail-bag fa,stemnﬂ's and has for its

object to prowde a strong and durable means

for closing the' mouth of a mall baﬁ‘ or sack-and
one that Wlll beé ﬂemble and of mlmmum thwh—
ness.

consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts that will be hereinafter descr ibed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is.
a face view of the upper end of a :mml—-sacl{_
provided with a fastening means embodying

thisinvention, the bag being closed and locked.

Fig. 2 is a view showing the bag unlocked and.

the cover-flap raised. TFig. 3 1s a sectional

view taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 9 on an en-.
Fig. 4 isa Sectlonal view on the

line 4 4 ot Iig. 3. I‘los 5, 6, and 7 illustrate

details.
Referring to the drawings, on which like

reference characters indicate corresponding

parts in the Several figures, 1 designates the |
body of a mall bag or sack, which may be of
‘any suitable size and mater 1al.
‘sack replesented in the drawings is of the
‘style commonly in use, having a body por-
‘tion of canvas or similar material, reinforced
about the mouth or opening bV a strip of
~leather, and provided with a flap 2, by which |
the said mouth may be closed. To the flap 2
are secured a plurality of plates 3, each pro-
vided with: two projecting lugs 4, the free
ends of which are bent inwar le toward each

other, whereby a passage or opening of rec-
tangular form in eross-section is provided be-

tween the bodies of the lugs and the plate to

which they are secured or between said lugs

and a bar connecting their rear ends _and
itself attached to the'plate 3.

3, which carry the lugs 4, that constitute one
member of the improved fastening means, are
preferably united by rivets 5 to Sultable plates
-50 -6, arranged on ‘the outer faceorsur tace of the

With these obJects 1n view the 111V0nt1011j

The bag or | metal strip 11

said 1

The said plates.

‘the passage formed

flap 2. _They may, however, be rigidly se-

cured to the said flap by any suitable means.
In opposite sides of the bag or sack, ad]acent.
‘the mouth thereof, are for med a series of ap-

ertures or slots 15, through which the lugs 4

55

on the plates 3 extend When the flap 2 is tur ned .

into position to close said mouth, as shown in
Fig. 2. . ce _
the bag near the mouth of the bag or sack,

‘between the atoresaid slots or openings there-

in, are secured a series of tubular guides 7.

- To the inner face of one section of

60

As shown, these are preferably formed of

suitable leathel strips attached by stitching

to the bag and extending from one side thei*é-
of to the other, being St,pamted by the said

slots or openings prowded for the lugs 4.
Through said guides 7 extends t
ber of the ia,stenmﬂ* device, which is a band
formed by a series ot flexible plates 8, pivot-

ally connected to intermediate bars or links 9.

lugs.  The plates 8, which are of such size as
to pass freely Lhroueh the said guides 7, and

the other mem-

o
The guides 7 have a cross-sectional form cor-
1esp0nd1n0 to that of the passages formed by
the lugs 4, and when the flap 2isin the closed
position (111ust1 ated in Fig. 3) said guides are
in alinement with the passages for med by said

75

passages between the, luﬂs 4 are pletemblyl__'

ble mater 1&1 which ] 1% lemtfn ced by a Su;ltable
This strengthening or rein-

forcing strip extends thr ouﬂhout the length
of the_ piece 10, on one side or face ther eot

‘and has itsends bent over and suitably secur ed
to the opposite face bv means of rivets 19.
The said reinforcing-strip is of greater length

than the flexible body of the phte to Whmh}t
is attached, so that there is provided beyond

each end of said plate a tubular bearing into
‘which project the ends of the pivot pin or

30 .

90

pintle 13, by which the links are connected to

I%Les

The free ends of the luﬂg 4 on the plates_ -

‘attachéd to the flap 2, whmh as stated above
and as shown are bent inwardly toward each

other, aré Sel}‘l,]f‘&ted a distance sufficient to

when the bag is to be
links aréﬂdjusted into a position in alinement

95

per mlt the links 9 to freely pass to and from
bétween said lugs, and

he opened or closed said -
oo
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with the said openings 14 or caused to extend
across the slots or apertures 15, formed in the
bag.

The operation and advantaﬂ'es of the here-
inbefore - described fastenmtr device will be
readily understood.
open or close a bag or sack provided with a
fastening device constructed in accordance
with this invention, the links 9 are brought
into position to extend across the slots 15 in
the walls of the bag and into alinement with
the passages 14 between the free ends of the
lugs 4 on the plates 3, attached to the flap.

"Movement of the said links and the flexible

plates which they connect is effected by means
of lug 16, attached to one of the plates 8 and
projecting through a slot in the body of the
bag. This lug 16 is preferably made in the
form of a staple as shown, and when the bag
is closed is engaged by a hasp 17. This can
be secured by a suitable padlock. The parts
being thus arranged, the flap 2 is readily
turned into the position shown in Fig. 2 after
the hasp 1s swung into inoperative position it
the bag has been previously closed, thus with-
drawing the lugs 4 from the slots 15 and open-
ing the bag. To close the bag, the flap 2 1s
brought into the position shown in Fig. 3,
the lugs 4 thereon passing freely through the
slots 15 and on opposite sides of the links 9.
By a slight pull or push on the lug 16 the
links 9 will be moved into the U’LlldeS 7 and
the plates 8 into the rectanwular passages
formed between the lugs 4, in which position
they will prevent the Wlthdrawa,l of said lugs
from the slots 15, as shown in Fig. 3. The
hasp 17 can then be en gaged with the lug 16
and secured by a padlock in the usual manner.
It will be noticed that the fastening device
occupies a comparatively small space, “the free
ends of the lugs 4 projecting but slightly be-
yvond the outer face of the bag. This is one
of the important advantages incident to the
present invention—namely,
of the bag adjacent the mouth is maintained
rela,twelv flat. Also the pivotal connection
of the links 9 and plates 8 and the flexible
nature of said plates provides a very flexible
fastening which will readily conform to what-
ever sha,pe, she mouth of the bag may assume.
The fastening is very simple and durable in
construction. The metal facings 11 of the
plates 8 receive any pressure that may be
transmitted from the lugs 4 and prevent any
wearing of the body of said plates.
Instead of forming the plates of the lock-
ing-band in the manner before described they
may, as illustrated in Fig. 6, be formed from
a single blank 18 of any 5111table material the
ends of which are bent upon the body to form
the tubular bearings for the pintles 13.
Longitudinal movement of the flexible fas-
tenmﬂ'-band is limited not only by engage-
ment of the stud 16 with the ends of the slot
through which 1t extends; but the end plates

When it is desired to.

by it the thickness

760,034

of said band may, as shown, be provided with
laterally-projecting stops which are adapted to
have a limited movement in the end guides 7.

Having thus described-the 1nvent10n what
1S clmmed and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Pa,tent 18—

1. The combmatlon of a mail bag or sack
having a plurality of slots or apertures formed

70

therein adjacent its mouth, a plurality of pairs

of lugs rigidly attached to the bag and each
adapted to extend across the mouth thereotf

75

and through one of the sald apertures, each

pair of lugs forming a passage, rectangular in
cross-section, and having the free ends of 1its

members separated to an extent less than that

separating the bodies thereof, a locking-band
attached to the bag and movable transversely
of the said apertures or slots therein, and
through the rectangular passages formed be-
tween said lugs, and composed of alternately—
arranged, pivotally-connected, links and flat
plates the links being of such size and form
as to pass freely through the spaces between
the members of each pair of lugs and the
plates being movable through the said rec-
tangular passages and adapted when moved
into said passages to engage the lugs and pre-
vent their withdrawal from the slots in the
bag, and means for securing the band against
movement when the plates thereof are so en-
caged with the lugs.

9. The combination of a mail bag or sack
having a plurality of alined slots or apertures

30

QQ

95

formed in opposite sides thereof adjacent its

mouth, a flap adapted fo cover said mouth

and provided on its inner face with a plurality -

of lugs, arranged In pairs, each pair being
adapted to pass through alined slots in the
bag when the flap is in position to close the

‘mouth, and each pair forming a passage rec-

tangular in cross-section, a locking - band
adapted to extend through said passages,
formed by the lugs on the cover-flap, within
the bag to prevent withdrawal of the lugs
from the slots in the bag, said band being
composed of a plurality of pivotally-connected
plates formed of flexible material strength—
ened by metal strips, and means for securing
the band in position to engage said lucf's S
aforesald

The combination of a mail baﬂ' or sack
h:;wmﬂ* a plurality of slots or apertures formed

| therein adjacent 1ts mouth, a plurality of pairs

of lugs rigidly attached to the bag and each
adapted to extend across the mouth thereof
and through one of the said apertures, each
palr of lugs forming a passage, rectangular
1N Cross- sectlon and having the free ends of

that separating the bodies thereof, a locking-

100

(05

110

115

120

its members sepamted to an extent less than
125

band attached to the bag and movable trans-

versely of the said apertures or slots therein,

and through the rectangular passages formed
between said lugs,and composed ofalternately-
arranged, pivotally-connected, links and flat

130
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plates, the links being of such size and form

~as to pass freely through the spaces between

1O

the members of each pair of lugs and the
plates being formed of a flexible body, and a
metal strip “which. extends along one face of
sald body and projects beyond the ends there-
of, the said links being pivotally connected to
the 1}P0]eutmﬂ'portlom of said strip, the plates
being adapted, when the band is properly ad-

_]uqted to engage the lugs and prevent their
and

withdrawal fmm the,slots in the bag,

- means for securing the band in position when

15

1t 1s thus in engagement with the lugs.

4. The combmatlon in a 1:-:Lstenmo device,
~of a series of plates attached to one part of

the article to be fastened, each plate being
provided with a pair of prolectmo' lugs thb
free ends of which are separated to an extent

- less than are the bodies of the lugs, a longi-

20

tudinally-movable flexible band wnnected to
the other part of the article to be fastened

and composed of a series of plates each formed

of a body of flexible material and a metal
plate extending along one face of said body
and provided at both ends with tubular bear-
ings, links arranged between said plates and
connected thereto by pivot pins or pintles that
extend into said tubular bearings, said links

being adapted to pass between the free ends
30

of each pair of lugs and the plates being
adapted, when the band is properly .:Ld]usted

to engage said lugs and thus hold the two -

parts of the ar tlcle to be fastened together,
and means for securing the bfmd n 1)05'1’51011
The combumtlon in a fastening, of a plu-

to so engage said luos

ahty of pairs of lugs attached toone part of
the article to be tastened, and a lonmtuchmlly-—: -

movable flexible band supported by a series .
40

of separated, tubular, guides attached to the

other part of the article to be fastened and
consisting of alternating plates and links and

acdapted to be moved in said guides to and
from engagement with said 11,10'5.. saic guides
being subst.:mtmlly the same lenuth as the

plates of the band and smt&ble slots being
formed between sald mude,q to receive Smd'

lugs when the iastenmﬁ' 1S In use.

In testimony wher eof 1 have signhed my name

to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

" CHARLES B. STEVENS.

Witnesses:
ArToHur L. Bryant,
Huen M. STERLING.
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