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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CaarLes S. BurToN, a

citizen of the United States, and a resnlent of

QOakpark, Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful lmplovements in Pedestal-Table-

Liocking Devices, of which the following 1s a

specification, reference being had-to the aec-

companying drawings, forming a partthereof.
This invention is designed to afford im-

proved means for preventing the separation at
the lower end of the two parts of a pedestal
extension-table which occurs by the tendency

to sag due to the relation of the weight to the
- points of support of the two parts,

tively.

It consists 1n thu featmefs of constructlon--

which are set out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal
vertical section at line 1 1 on Fig. 3 of a ped-
estal extension-table having one form of my

improvements, the parts being shown in elosed
and locked position.
to Fig. 1 of the middle portion of such table,

~including both pedestal members, showing
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the parts In position occupied as they ap-
proach in closing up and at the commence-
ment of the action by which the lower ends

are drawn together. Fig. 8 is a horizontal
sectlon at the line 8 3
view similar to Fig. 2, ShOW’lI]G a modlhed

and somewhat Slmplel (3011‘3131 uction embody-

ing the same principle as the other figures.
similar figure, showing a second:

Fig. 5 1s a
modification. FKig, 6 is a detail view showing
a modification of the terminal of the pedesta,l-
closing lever represented 1n Fig. 4.

T have shown a pedestal extension-table of

usual construction as to the division of the

pedestal, so that each member A of the table
has rigid with it onemember 1 of the pedestal,
the extension devices compriging the custom--

41 y slides 2 2, connected by the bridge-piece
The

, to which the center leg 4 is attached.
pudegt‘ml is hollow, as necessary, to inclose the
center leg, and within it there are mounted

the devices pertaining to my invention. T

will first describe the simplest though not the
preferred form. (Shown in Fig. J..f.)'

two oppositeside walls of one of the members,”

respec-

- Fig. 2 isa view similar

on Fw' 2. Fig. 4d1sa

On the

];)t'etembly near the top, there are fulecrumed

the levers 5 5, which extend downward, nor-
‘mally inclining also toward the opposite ped-

estal member extending across the plane of
parting, so that they enter saicd opposite mem-

‘ber while the two members are still consider-
“ably separated.

Springs 5* 5* are arranged

50

ce

to operate on the levers 5 5, holding them
* = _ _

normally in the position described, but adapt-
ed to yield upon very little pressure added to
the weight of the levers.

posite side walls abutments 6 6, in such posi-
tion that the lower ends of thel evers, respec-

tively, pass over said abutments in entmmq |

the pedestal member having the latter and are

in position to swing down behind them when

the lever is rocked on its fulecrum. Toward

The other pedestal 6o

“member has at the lower end of the two op-

‘the upper part of the second pedestal mem-

ber the opposite side walls thereof have rigid

studs or fingers 7 7, projecting directly to-

truding across the plane of parting, so as to

enter within the corresponding side walls of
the other member when the members are’

closed together. These fingers are in posi-
tion to collide with the levers 5 5, fulerumed
on sald opposite pedestal member at a short
distance below the fulerums of the levers, re-
spectively, so that as the pedestal membersare
torced together the fingers or studs will first

lower ends of the levers being swung inward

and downward, entering in behind the abut-
ments 6 6 and engaging the same, drawing

the lower ends of the pedeet‘l,l members to-
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“ward the opposite pedestal member and pro-
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‘encounter said levers, cmd upon further ap-
proach of the pedestal members at the up-
‘per part where said encounter occurs the

oether more rapidly or with fuller movement

‘than said members are approaching at the

height at which the fingers collide with the
levers.

If the pedestal members are spread
apart at the lower end by the sag, asisusually
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the case, this excess of movement of the lower

“end of the levers above their movement at

the point where they are actuated by the fin-
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gers will compensate for the spread of the

members and cause the lower ends to come
together by the time the table members are
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together at the top.

some foree.

Preferably the allow-
ance for such action should be somewhat
oreater then the maximum separation by sag,
so that the pedestal members will be close to-
gether at the bottom even before the table
members are close together at the top, so that
when the top is closed the bottom will be held
together by the elastic reaction of the levers,
which will be somewhat sprung in the final
forcing together of the table at the top.
Ordinarily 1t will be possible to force the
two members ot the table together at the top
without any special means provided for draw-
ing them or binding them together, and the
friction of the parts of the extension devices
and the engagement of the usual tendons and
sockets will hold them together at the top
without special locking means; but I prefer
to provide means for positively drawing and
securing the table members together, so as to
spring the levers and cause them to hold the
pedestal members together at the bottom with
The most convenient device for
this purpose which I have considered is shown
1n the drawings, comprising a bar 8, suspend-
ed by a link 17 and a short lever 12 from one
member of the table and extending from near
one end of the table longitudinally past the

parting plane of the two members and having

at the farther end a hook 9, which is echpted
to engage a lip 11 of a braehet 10, mounted
on the other table member. The levei 12 18
fulerumed at its upper end at 14 on a bracket
15, and at its lower end it has a finger 12* for
operating it. When the lever is swung in-
ward, asin Fig. 4, the link 17 causes the remote
end of the bar 8 to
9 passes 1 over the lip 11 as the table mem-
bers are caused to approach; but by swinging

the lever 12 around to the p051t10n seen in Flﬂ‘

1 the hook 9 is carried down and drawn tewerd

the lip 11 and, engaging it, draws the table

members together, and the partsare calculated
so that the table members are fully closed up
by the time the lever 12 is in the locked po-
sition shown in Kig. 1—that is, wit.. the pivot
of the bar to it behmd and slightly above the
fulerum of the lever. To compensate for
slight changes and looseness of the parts which
may occur In use, an adjusting-serew 10 is
set through the hook 9 to afford hy its pro-
truding end the immediate point of encounter
and engegement.of the hook with the lip 11.
1t will be noticed that after the hook engages
the lip during the further movement of the
bar for closing up the table the link 17 will
be still swinging downward toward its lowest
position, whereas the bar cannot pass down
any farther, and in order to accommodate the
pivot 19, by which the bar is connected to the
link, the latter has a slot 18, in which the pivot
19 plays during the remainder of the move-
ment, as will be understood by comparison of
Figs. 1 and 4.

ln order to obtam a better engagement of

be uplitted, so that its hook

- 759,966

the lower end of the levers behind the abut-
ments 6 6 and so reduce liability to disengage-
ment when devices are operated to draw the

table members together at the top, the lower

ends of the levers may be provided each with

a hinged terminal 27, the hinge being formed
Vlti] C4he1.1ldels 28 28 which prevent the ter-
minal from yielding in one direction, while it
is permitted to vield 1n the other direction n
which 1t 1s required to yield in order to pass
by the abutments with which the terminals
collide as the members approach. This con-
struction (which is shown in Fig. 6) requires
the levers to extend farther toward the oppo-
site pedestal member, sothata sufficient move-
ment of approach ot the two members may
occur atter the hinged terminals reach the
abutments to permit them to passover the same
and drop behind them before the members of
the table are together at the top.

In Fig. 51 have shown a modification which
consists 1n the employment of two levers at
each side instead of a single lever,
described. In this construction levers 20 20
fulerum on the opposite side walls of one ped-
estal member, having t:.eir downwardly-ex-
tending arms adapted to pass in above abut-
ments 6 6, as in the other construction, as the
pedestal members approach and their up-
wardly-extending arms in position to be actu-
atecl, as by means of the connecting-links 23,
by the lower erds of levers 21 21, respec-
tively, which are fulcrumed on the pedestal
members a1} have their npwardly-extending
arms 22 22 1n position to be encountered by
the studs or fingers 7 7 as the parts of the ta-
ble approach and after the lower ends of the
lower levers have passed in above the abut-
ments 6 6. The advantage of this construc-
tion is simply that the radius of movement of
the lever-arms, which must by their swing-

Ing come 1n behmd the abutments 6 6 after.
they have paesed in over them, is made shorter
than 1t can be 1n the other eenstruetlon and.
thereby the descent of the engaging ter mmels_

of the levers behind the ebutments 1S more
rapid and the engagement more hLelV to be
effective.

In Flo“e 1, 2, and 31 have shown the pre-
ferred ’rorm which has some advantage over
the two preceding forms, but embodies the
same principle. In this form there is ful-
crumed to each side wall of the pedestal mem-
ber 1 a lever 24, which at the lower end car-
ries a latch 25, stopped on the lever by the

abutment 26, so ‘that it projects from the lever

toward the 0pp051te pedestal member and en-

tering that member as the members approach -

beeomee engaged with the abutment 6. The
leversin this construction are encountered and

“actuated by the studs 77 with the same effect

as in the other constructions of drawing the
pedestal members together more rapidly at
the bottom than at the top. When the mem-
bers are separated In extending the table, the

as above
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~ separation at the bottom being no more rapid
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than at the top the studs 7 “withdraw from

the levers as fast as the levers themselves are

drawn out at the lower end by the engage-
ment of the latches with the abutment 6 but

~since this causes the movement of the levers

at the point where the studs encounter them

proportionately less than at the lower end, as

sald points of encounter are nearer the lever—
fulerum, the levers are free to swing outas far

as they may be drawn by the engagement of

their latches; but in so swinging outward they
also swing upward and attel a few 1nches of
separ ation of the pedestal members the latches
rise ciear of the abutments ¢ and the levers
swing back to thelr normal position ready for
the next engagement.

T claim—

1. Inapedestal extension-table, in combina-

tion with the table members and the pedestal
membpers pertalning thereto, respectively, le-

ver mechanism on one pedestal member and

an abutment on the other member which acts
on the lever mechanism as the members ap-

proach, sald mechanism having an engaging
Lermmal which derives from the ‘LCthI] of the-
abutment movement greater than the abut—-

ment communicates at the point of 1ts encoun-

which the lever-terminal engages lower than

the encounter of the abutment as the members.
approach, and draw the latter together faster

at the bottom than at the top.

2. Inapedestal extension- table in combina-

tion with the table members and t_he peclestal
members pertaining thereto, respectively, a
lever fulcrumed at its upper end upon one
pedestal member and having a latch project-
ing from thelower end toward the other mem-
ber and devices on the other member with

which the latch engages as the members ap-

proach; and an ﬂbutment on the second mem-
ber which encountersthe lever above the latch
and actuates it after the
latter during the further appro‘mh of the
membel S.

. Inapedestal extensmn—twble in combm.; -
131011 with the table members and the pedestal
members pertaining thereto, respectively, le-

ver mechanism on one pedestal member and

an abutment on the other member which acts
on the lever mechanism as the members ap-
proach, said mechanism having an engaging
terminal which derives from .t,he action ot the
abutment movement greater than the abut-
ment communicates at the point of its encoun-
ter, thesecond pedestal member having means
which the lever-terminal engages lower than

the encounter of the abutment as the mem-
bers approach and draw the latter together

faster at the bottom than at the top; and means
for positively drawing the table memberq to-
oether at the top.

4. Inapedestal extension-table, in combina-

tion with the table members and the pedestal

engagement of the

-

‘members pertaining thereto, respectively,ale-

ver fulerumed atits upper end upon one pedes-

tal member and havinga latch projecting from

the lower end tov ard the other member, and

devices on the other member with which the

latch engages as the members approach; and

an abutment on the second member which en-
counters the lever above the latch and actuates

it after the engagement of the latter during

the further approach of the members: ‘md
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means for positively drawing the table mem-

“bers together at the top.

5. Tna,pudestal extension-table, in ‘combina-

tion with the table members and __the pedestal

members pertaining thereto, lever mechanism

~on one pedestal member and an abutment on
“the other member which acts on the lever mech-

anism as the members approach, said mechan-
1Ism having an engaging terminal which de-

‘rives from the action of the abutment move-

ment greater than the abutment communicates

at Lhe point of its encounter, the second pedes-
tal member having means w1th which the le-
ver-terminal engages nearer one end of the

pedestal than the point of encounter as the

‘members approach, and means for positively
drawing the members together at the opposite
_ ' end ' --

ter, the second pedestal member having means |
_ thIl with the table members, means for draw-
‘ing sald members together at the top, consist-
‘ing of a lever on one , table member, a link by
Wth]l it is suspended near the pmtmo plane
of the two members, an abutment on the other
‘table member to be engaged by the lever to

Ina pedestal e*{tensmn-table in combina-

draw sald member toward the first member as

the lever is retracted, and means guiding the

end of the lever, remote from the pm*tmﬂ'
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plane, to cause it to be depressed at the oppo- - |

site end as it is retracted, whereby it comes in

for securing the lever in retracted position.

7. Inapedestal extension-table, in combina-
tion with the table members, means for draw-
| Ing them together, comprising a lever and two
| links by which it is suspended from one of the
extending across

table members, said lever
the parting plane of the members, the oppo-
site member having an abutment for engage-
ment with the 10V81
spread at their (;onnectwn with the lever than
at their pivotal supports on the table, whereby

the longitudinal retraction of the lever toward

the end remote from the parting plane causes

the opposite end to be depressed toengage the

abutment, and the ‘further re etraction draws
the members together, the link remote from

the parting plfme bemg adapted to swing up

past the pl.:me contalning its pivotal axis and
the point of engagement >of the lever with the
abutment by the time the members are closed

together.
8. Inanextension-tableincombination with

the links being WldOI‘ |

105
engagement with said ‘Lbutme it, and means

ITO

120

r2s

“the table members and the pedestal members

pertalning thereto, respectively, cooperating 130
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elements of a locking device for connecting
the pedestal members at one end; means on
one of the pedestal members for carrying the
locking element pertaining to said member,
arranged to move sald element in direction for
drawing the pedestal members together after

engagement; meanson the other pedestal mem-

ber 1n position to give said carrying means such

movement by the approach of the pedestal

members at the other end from that at which
sald locking elements are located, and means
for positively closing up the pedestal members

~at sald other end.
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9. In apedestal extension-table, the combi-
nation with a pedestal made ap of two mem-
bers, of a locking element within one of the
pedestal members, a cooperating latch within
the other member; a latch-actuating lever car-
ried by the same member of the table which
carries sald latch, and an element on the other
table member carried, 1n the approach of the
table members positively and directly against
said lever for pushing the same at the point

of encounter therewith substantially in the

cdirection of approach of said element to said
lever, the fulcrum of said lever being disposed
with respect to the latch and said point of en-
counter to give the latch greater movement
than sald point of encounter receives.

10. Inapedestal extension-table, the combi- |

nation with a pedestal made up of two mem-
bers, of a locking element within one of the
pedestal members, and a codperating latch

within the other member; a lever carried by |
the same member of the table which carries |

said latcir and connected thereto for giving
the latch longitudinal movement substantially

759,066

transverse to the parting plane of the table
members, and =sn element on the other table
member carried thereby against the lever as
the table members approach, the fulerum of
the lever being disposed with respect to the

point of encounter of said last-mentioned ele-

ment and the connection of the lever with the
latch to cause the lateh to receive longitudinal
movement greater than that communicated to
the lever at said point of encounter.

11. Inapedestal extension-table, the combi-
nation with a pedestal made up of two mem-

| bers, of a locking element within one of the

pedestal members; a codperating latch within
the other member; a lever carried by the same
member of the table which carries said latch,
and connected to the latch for giving it lon-
oitudinal movement substantially transverse
to the parting plane of the table members; an
element on the other table member which is
carried 1n the approach of said members di-
rectly toward and against said lever for push-
Ing the same substantially in the direction of
approach of said element thereto, the fulecrum
of said lever being disposed with respect to

the latch connection and said point of encoun-

ter to give the latch longitudinal movement
oreater than the approaching movement of
sald members to each other.
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In testimony whereot 1 have hereunto set

my hand, in the presence of two witnesses, at
Chicago, Illinois, this 20th day of October,
1902. . |

CHAS. S. BURTON.

In presence of—
Epwarp T. Wray,
FreED. (5. FISCHER.
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