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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ReuseN B. BENJAMIN
~a citizen of the Umted States, residing at (/hl-

cago, in the county of Cook and Smte of Il

5 nois, have invented a certain new and useful

Improvement in Plural Lamp - Sockets, of

- which the tollowing 1s a full, clear, conci‘se,
and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying dr awmﬂs, forming a pfmrt

10 of this specification.
- My invention relates to impr ovcmentfs in
plural lamp-sockets, one object being to pro-

vide a construction in which the successive |
~outer and inner contacts 'of the lamp-holding

15 devices are electr ically connected tooethel

and another object being to provide improved -

means for holding the inner ends of the sepa-
rate contact- pla,tes together an(] at the same
time 1nsulating them.
20 -~ Hurther ob]ects are the provisionof a Soolwt
of simple and efficient construction. = =
- To the accomplishment of these objects my
invention consists of the parts and combina-
tions of parts hereinafter described, and par-
25 -ticularly pointed out in the appended claims.
- In the accompanying drawings, in which
the same reference characters designate like
parts throughout the several views, Figure 1
1s a section, and Fig. 2 1s a face view, of one
30 form embodying my improvements.
a section on the line 3 3 of Kig. 2. Kigs. 4 and
5 are respectively face and sectional views of
a modified form. Fig. 6is a section of still
a different form. Flff' Tisa detml view of a
35 different method of securing the inner ends

of the separate contact—plateg and Fio. 8 is-a
similar view of a modification. -
In Figs. 1, 2, and 3, 2 designates an insu-

| latmo—bwse, pmferablv of porcelam and of
40 the form shown with the sloping sides, upon

which base the separate contact-plates 3 of
ring form are mounted, their inner ends be-
Ing secured to the base by screws 4 and their
outel ends by the screws b, passing through
- 45 the top ring of the base.
- tallie shells 6 of the lamp-holding devices are
secured to the ring plates 8 by soldering their
Outwardly-extending flanges thereto.

the last contact-plate of the series.
cuit - conductors themselves are brought in 65

Hig. 31s

The threaded me- |

Iach

of the plates 3 except the last plate-of the se-
ries 1s provided with a laterally-extending and s5o

pretferably integral strip 7, which extends be-

neath the center of the succeeding plate 8.and
forms the center contact for the lamp of that
holding device. The strip 7 is bent to engage
the side or wall of the base 2 inter mediate its 55
ends, whereby the end of the strip forms a-
spring contact for the center terminal of the
lamp. The first lamp-holding device of the
series 1s provided W1thacentel contact formed
from a strip 8, secured to the base by screw 9. 60
A bmdmﬁ-scr(,w 10 serves to secure the end of
one circuit-wire to the strip, and a similar
screw 11 permits the other to be secured to-
T’he cir-

from the rear through the central aper turein
the base. The hmps are therefore in series
1n the electric circuit. Suitable apertures in
the base permit the passage of screws to se-
cure the socket in place. A preferably me- 70
tallic cover 12, having holes for the lamp-
holding devices, is pr ovided for the socket
and is held in pla,ce by the insulating-bushings
13, preferably of porcelain, which are thread-

“ed upon the threaded shells 6. 73

~In Figs. 4 and 5 the insulating-base 14 car-
ries a similar arrangement of separate contact-
plates 3, provided with center contacts, formed -
by strips 15, secured by screws or bolts 16 to
a ledge formed upon the base. Other strips 8o
17 are secured to the inner ends of the contact-
plates 3 and extend laterally, so as to bear upon
the inner ends of the inner contacts, as more
clearly shown in Fig. 4. The first Inner con-

“tact of the series is connected in the circuit by 83

a strip 18, uponwhich the binding-screw 19is
located, to receive one wire of the light-circui_t, _
a similar screw 20 being carried by the last
contact-plate of the set to receive the other
wires. - 9o
Fig. 6 Q_,hows a two l1crht Clﬂ%t@l, 1n Whlch -
the base 21 carries the center contact 22 of the
left-hand lamp-holding device, upon which a
binding-screw 23 1s located to receive one wire
of the electl 1c circuit. The two plates 3 are 95
secured to the base at their 11'111@1 ends and to-+
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oether at their outer ends by the msulatlnw?

plate 24. a strip 25 extending across to a point
opposite the center of the other lamp-holding
device. The said strip may be bent to engage
the raised wall of the base to support the strip
95. A suitable binding-screw 26 serves to
secure the other wire of the circuit thereto,
whereby the lamps are connected in series
when placed in the circuit.

Suitable apertures, such as 27, may be p1 o- |

vided in the flat portion of the base through
which to passsuitablesecuring-screwsto fasten
the socket to the wall or other support, while
other apertures are provided to pass the cir-
cuit-wires through. The cover 27" is substan-
tially the same asin Fig. 1 and is held in place
by the insulatin G'-bushmﬁ's 13, the edge of the
cover being held in place by ther aised rib upon
the base.

Fig. 7 shows how the outer ends of the con-
taet—pla,tes 3 may be held together by the outer
insulating - washer 28, the inner insulating-
block 29, upon which the said ends rest, and

the bolt 30 passing through the base 31, the

block 29, and the washer 28 thus clampmﬂ' all
toﬁ'ether when the bolt 1s twhtened The said
outer ends are preferably bent as at 32, into
a depression or depressions in the end of the
block 29. Fig. 8 shows substantially the same
arrangement, except that the block 33 does
not rest upon the base 31 and the bolt 34 1s
correspondingly shortened. _
While 1 havedescribed the specific construc-
tion of the various forms, it 1s evident that
various changes may be made therein, and I
therefore do not wish to be so limited; but
What I do claim, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A plural lamp-socket, comprising a plu-
rality of lamp-holding devices having outer
and inner contacts, the outer contact of each
device being electrlca,lly connected to theinner
contact of the succeed ing device, substantially
as described.

9. A plural lamp-socket, comprising a plu-

rality of lamp-holding devices having inner

and outer contacts, and metallic strips electric-
ally connecting each outer contact with the in-
ner contact of the succeeding device, substan-
tially as described. |

3. In a plural lamp-socket, the combination
with a base, of a plurality of lamp-holding de-

- vices carried thereby, outer and inner contacts

55

6o

65

for each of said devices, and means for elec-
trically connecting the outer contact of each
device with the inner contact of a succeedmcr
device, substantially as described.

4. In a plural lamp-socket, the combination
with a base, of a plurality of lamp-holding de-
vices carried thereby, outer and inner con-
tacts for each of said devices, and means for
electrically connecting the outer contact of
each of said devices with the inner contact of
the succeeding device, substantially as de-
scribed.

759,968

5. In a plural lamp-socket, the combination
with aninsulating-base, of a plurality of lamp-
holding devices carrled thereby, outer and

inner contacts for each of said devices and
metallic strips for electrically connecting the

outer contact of each of said devices W1th the
inner contact of the succeeding device, sub-

stantially as deseribed.

6. In a plural lamp-socket, the combination
with an insulating-base, of a plurality of lamp-
holding devices “carried ther eby, outer and
inner contacts for each of said devices, metal-
lic strips for electrically connecting the outer
contact of each device with an inner contact
of the succeeding device, and a cover for said
devices having apertures to accommodate the
lamp - holdmw devices, substantially as de-
scribed.

7. Ina plural lamp-socket, the combmatlon
with aninsulating-base, of a plurality ot lamp-
holding devices carrled thereby, outer and
inner contacts for each of said devices, metal-

lic strips for electrically connecting the outer -

contact of each device with the inner contact
of the succeeding device, a cover for said de-
vices having apertures to accommodate the
sald demces and insulating-bushings between
the cover and the metalhc shells of said lamp-
holding devices, substantially as described.
8. In a plaral lamp-socket, the combination
with an insulating-base, of ‘Lplurahty of lamp-
holding devices carrled thereby., outer and
inner contacts for each of said devices, metal-
lic strips for electrically connecting the outer
contact of each device with the inner contact
of the succeeding device, a cover for said de-
vices having apertures to accommodate said
devices and 1n3111at1n0*-bushmws between the

cover and metallic shells of the lamp-holding

devices, said bushings serving to hold the
cover 1n place on the socket, substantlally as
described. :

9. A plural lamp-socket, comprising a plu-
rality of lamp- holding devices having outer
and inner contacts, and metallic strips formed

integral with each outer contact and connect-

Ing the same with the inner contact of the
sueceedmfr device, substantially as descrlbed
- 10. A plural lamp socket, comprising a plu-
rality of lamp-holding devices havi ing 1nner
and outer contacts, the outer contact ot each
device being formed integral with the inner
contact of the succeeding dewce, substantially -
as described.

11. Inaplurallamp-socket, the combination
with a suitable base, of a plurality of contact-
plates mounted thereon in an outstanding po-
sition ‘with the inner ends thereof secured to
said base, said plates having their outer ends
arranged away from said base and suitably

connected with each other to firmly retain .

sald plates in position.

12. Inaplurallamp-socket, the eomblnatlon
with a suitable base, of a plurality of inclined
contact-plates mounted thereon in an outstand-
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ing position with the inner ends thereof se-
cured to said base, said plates having their
outer ends arranged away from said base and
suitably connected with each other to firmly

retain said plates in position, and a lamp-re-

celving shell carried by each of said plates.
13. Ina plural lamp-socket, the combination
with a suitable base, of a plurality of separate

contact-plates mounted thereon in an outstand-

ing position with the inner ends thereof se-

cured to said base, said plates having their

outer ends arr "mo'ed away from said base and

- connected by an msula,tmﬁ' member to firmly

.20

25

retaln said plates in pomtmn

14. Inaplurallamp-socket, the combination
with a suitable base, of aplurality of separate
contact-platesmounted thereon in an outstand-
ing position with the inner ends thereof se-

cured to said base, said plates having the outer

ends thereof a,ppxoachlnﬂ‘ each othel and ar-
ranged away from said base, and an msulatmo'
member connecting said approached outer

ends to firmly retain. said plates in position

and insulate the same from each other.

15. Inaplural lamp-socket,the combination
with a suitable base, of a plur ality of separate
contact-plates mounted thereon in an outstand-

- Ing position and having the inner ends thereot

20

secured to said base, sald plates having the
outer ends thereof approaching each other and
arranged away from said ba,se., and separate
1115111&1;1110 members having the outer ends of
sald pl&tes secured between the same to | 1mly

retain said plates in position.

16. Ina plural lamp-socket,the combination
with a suitable base, of a plurality of separate

plates having their outer ends approaching
an insulating member connecting

each other,
sald appr oached endsand arranged away from

said base, whereby said plates are held in an
outsta,nc Ing position to said base,substantially
as described.

17. Inaplurallamp-socket, the combination .

- with a suitable base, of a plurality of separate
plates having theu outer ends approaching
each other and ar ranged away from said base,

an Insulating member secured upon both sides
of said ends and a bolt passing through said

members to clamp them together to ﬁrml
hold and support the ends of said plates, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

18. Inaplural lamp-socket,the combmatmn |
with a plurality of separate plates having their _
outer ends approaching each other and ar- o
55
bers secured upon both sides of said en(ls a

ranged away from the base, insulating mem-

45

lug formed upon the outer endsof each of said

plates and entering a corresponding recess
formed between said members, and a bolt

passing through said members e clamp them

60

together and 111mly subpport the same, sub-

stantla,l]y as described.

19. Inaplural lamp-socket,the combination

with a suitable base, of a plurality of contact-
plates carrying threaded shells adapted to re-
celve the lamp-bases, and an inner contact for
each of said shells, each of
electrically connected with the inner cantact
of the succeeding shell.

20. Ina plulal lamp-socket, the combmatmn

‘with a suitable base, of a plurality of annular

contact-plates having arms or lugs at the op-

said shells being

70

posite ends adapted to be held in oblique po-

sition, a threaded shell mounted upon each

plate, an inner contact for each shell and suit-

able electx 1cal connections between each shell
‘and the inner contact of the succeeding shell

substantially as deseribed.
In witness whereof I have hereunto sub-

scribed my name in the presence of two wﬂ:-—-

IIGSSGS |
'REUBEN B. BENJAMIN.

Witnesses:
C. B. Camp,
W. Cr.ypeE JONES.
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