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To altl whony 1t aiy concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Currig E. Overs, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ashland,
Ohio,haveinvented certain new and useful Im-
provements 1n Can-Openers, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
can-openers, and has for its object the produc-
tion of an article of this kind which will be

simple and positive in its operation, which

will be readily adjustable to any size can, and

of which the cost of manufacture will be small.

With this objectin view my invention con-
sists of the construction herein described, and
more particularly pointed out in the claims.
- Referring to the drawings, Figure 1isa side
elevation of my invention. Fig. 2 is a bot-
tom view. Kig. 3 is a detail view of the ad-
justable point.
ter. Kig. 5 1s a modification. |

In its preferred form my invention consists
of a metal bar A, having a handle B. In this
bar a slot C 1s formed, beginning near the for-

ward end and extending to a point near its

rear end. Between the rear end of this slot

“and the handle B is the cutter D, provided

with a shoulderd. Thecutter-blade and shoul-
der are preferably made of a single piece of

metal, the cutter-blade being formed with a

double edge and the shoulder being segmental
in form, 1ts greatest diameter being in the
center of the cutter-plade. The shoulder forms
a bearing for' the cutter and limits the pene-
tration of theblade. Thisshoulder conforms
to the are of a circle of such a diameter that
when the center of theshoulder rests upon the
top of the can the cutting edge of the blade on
each sicde of the cutter extends some distance
above the tin to be cut, thus giving a free
cutting edge, which prevents all binding. The
cutter may be secured to the bar A in any
suitable manner; but in the form shown in the
drawings I have formed a projection on the
upper side of the cutter which extends through
an opening in the bar and is then upset just
enough to retain it in place, but which will

Fig. 4 is a detail of the cut-

allow it to be readily removed if it is desired
to renew the same.

Pivotally mounted in the slot C and sliding

freely therein is the center joint E, provided

on 1its lower portion with screw - threads e.
Secured to this center joint beneath the bar A
1s the plate F, having a convex upper surface
and a concave lower surface. The upper sur-
tace of this plate forms the lower bearing upon
which the point slidesin the slot C, and being
convex only a small portion of it comes in
contact with the bar, thus affording a mini-
mum resistance to the free motion of the point.
When the center point K has penetrated the
top of the can, the threads ¢ engage the broken
edge of the top and prevent the withdrawal of
the point. 1 have found that if the bearing-
plate F be made with its under surtace flat—

‘that is, if that portion of the plate immedi-

ately adjacent the point bears upon the can-
top—any twisting or irregular motion of the
bar A tends to disengage the threads ¢ from
the can-top, allowing the point to slip out of
the same. To avoid this, I have made the
plate ¥ with its under side concave, as at #,
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with only its outer circumference touching -

the can-top. This construction allows the tin
immediately surrounding the points sufficient
play to accommodate itself to any twisting or

irregularity in the motion of the bar A. It

also furnishes space for a greater number of
threads on the center point. The lower edge
of the bearing-plate ¥ and the lower edge of
the shoulder ¢ on the cutter D are exactly the
same distance from the bar A. Thus when
both the point E and the center D have pene-
trated the can-top the bar A is perfectly level
and prevents all binding of the cutter-blade.

When it is desirable to do so, I may have
both the cutter and the center point mounted
in the slot and sliding therein, as shown in
Fig. 5.

What I claim is—

1. In a can-opener, the combination with a
bar, a handle therefor and a cutter, of a slotin
sald bar, a center point mounted in said slot
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and a bearing-plate on said center point, said | cave and its upper surface convex, substan-
bearing-plate having its under surface con- | tially as deseribed. 10
cave, substantially as described. | Intestimony whereof Laftix my signature in
2. In a can-opener, the combination with a | presence of two witnesses. “
5 bar, a handle theretfor and a cutter, of a slot in CURTIS E. OVERS.
sald bar, a center point mounted in said slot Witnesses:
and a bearing-plate on salid center point, salid JouN V. KELLER,
bearing - plate having its under surface con- | Cras. J. Kenny.
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