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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, BEnyammy Krvvey HEx-
DRICES, a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of Camppoint, in the county .of
Adams and State of Illinois, have invented &
new and Improved Support for Vehicle-Tops,
ot which the followingis a tull, clear, and ex-

~act deseription.
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My invention relates to carriage or buggy
top supports and the bows therefor. .

The objects of my invention are to prevent
the bending and breaking of the bows when
the top is laid down, reduce the bouncing up
and down of the top when in use, thus mak-
ing the top last much longer, improve the ap-
pearance ot the vehicle, and permit it to be
taken under low sheds and doors.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,

“1n which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the views.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a buggy-
top complete and in an open position, embody-
ing a form of my invention. Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same shown thrown back or
closed, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a de-
tail of the bow. ) |
The main part of the buggy-top A is of the
usual or any construction adapted to be folded,

and the nusnal jointed braces B may be pro-

vided for that purpose. I prefer to provide
an extra break in these braces, as shown at
B, to allow the top to fold into small compass
in the desired way. |
U ' designate the bows embodying the
main part of my invention. It will be ob-
served that they are made in two parts C and

(', the latter being smaller than and capable

ofsliding within the former. Whenthe braces
are doubled up, as shown in Fig. 2, the bows
will telescope together and the top will there-
fore fall down to place, taking up less room
and at the same time avoiding any broken
joints. _ .

When the top is opened, the parts of the

bows are held in position by the thumb catch

or spring C°, preferably attached to the out-
side part C and passing into a slot or hole (¥

in the part C'. This catch may be provided .

Wwith a spring of any form, as C*, to hold it in
place.

In this construction the back and top
of the buggy will not project so far back, but
will rest on the back of the seat, thereby taking

off the leverage present in those forms known

before my invention and reducing the motion
of these parts and the strain produced by them
on the bows. Also the back can be brought

down lower than in the old forms, thus per-

mitting the bugey to be placed in low sheds
and taken through low doors. The appear-
ance 1S also greatly improved. It will be
readily seen that a bugey-top made in this
manner will last longer than previous devices
of 1ts class and will not be so subject to un-
sightly bends in the parts.

Of course this invention is not limited in
any way to any kind of vehicle or to a vehicle
at all, as it could obviously be applied to auto-
mobiles or anything else showing a top of a
similar character. |

I do not limit myself to the precise form
shown in the drawings, as the various elements

may obviously be modified inmany ways with-

out departing from the spirit of my invention.
Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. Inavehicle-top support, the combination
ofabrace,anda setof pivoted bows, each com-
prising longitudinally-extensible members.
2. In a buggy or carriage top support, the
combination of a brace, and a set of SWINging

bows, the latter comprising a hollow part and-

a second part fitting in and capable of sliding
within said hollow part.
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| T'he construction 65
1s also simple and inexpensive.
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3. In a buggy or carriage top support, the

combination of a brace, a set of bows, each

tormed of two parts capable of telescoping
one within the other, and means for tempo-
rarily holding said parts in extended position,

sald brace and bows being capable of folding

upon each other.
4, Inavehi
of a brace, a set of bows each comprising two
hollow longitudinally-extensible members,
and a spring-catch for temporarily fixing said
members in extended position. |

5. Inaswinging vehicle-top support,a brace
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cle-top support, the combination
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having three joints, and a set of bows com-
prising unjointed, longitudinally -extensible
members.

6. A carriage-bow consisting of a plurality
of similar parts pivoted together, each com-
prising a hollow member and a smaller mem-
ber fitting within said hollow member.

7. A foldable carriage-bow consisting of a
plurality of similar parts pivoted together,
each comprising a hollow member and a
smaller member fitting within said hollow
member, and means for temporarily fixing said
members to each other.

3. A carriage-bow consisting of a plurality
of similar parts connected together, each com-
prising a hollow member and a smaller mem-
ber fitting within said hollow member, a cav-
ity in one of said members, and a thumb-catch
carried by the other of said members and

adapted to enter said cavity, means for per-
mitting said parts to fold upon each other.

9. In a buggy or carriage top support, the
combination of a brace having three joints,
and a set of bows, each bow comprising a hol-
low rod, a smaller hollow rod fitting in said
hollow rod and capable of sliding within 1t
and a thumb-spring attached to one of said
rods and capable of temporary attachment to
the other rod, said bows meeting 1n a com-
mon point.
~ Intestimony whereof I havesigned myname
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing withesses.

BENJAMIN KINNEY HENDRICKS.

Witnesses:
GrorcE W. CYRUS,
W. L FrAZIER.
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