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To all whom it may CONCEFTY:
~ Beit known that I, Wirriam F. BROOI{S of

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of (/onnectlcut have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Corsets:

laced corset shown partly laced,one of t he lac-
ing-strips at the lower end bemcr' turned up to

1Hustrate the invention; Fig.2, as@ctmml view.
on the line ¢ b of Fig. 1; Fw' 3, a front view
of the preferred form ot remtercmmwme&
for the lacing-strips; Fig. 4, a similar view
showing a single remtorcm@-mre Ig. 5, a

plan view of my improved form of bu&h-steel

Fig. 6, a plan view. of a corset-steel in a modl-—_
- hed form for procurmw ﬂemblhty at its upper

end.

may be laced together. Such corsets are usu-
ally provided with means for detachably con-

necting one side of the lacing-section with the

body of the corset, so that it may be readily
removed; and one object of this invention is
to provide convenient means for attaching one
section of a lacing-strip to the body of the
corset.

In front-laced corsets it i1s desirable that
some support should be given to the center of

- the corset and also prevent the lacing from

4.0

pressing against the person of the wearer.
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a supplemental flap which contains a
busk-strip to extend beneath the lacing.
Another desirable feature of front - laced
corsets 1s to arrange the eyelets as near the

edge as possible and to have that edge thin,

so that the lacing extending over it shall lie
flat, and a further object of this invention is
to so arrange the eyelets near the edges of the
lacing-sections and to reinforce the sections

50 by wires; and the invention consists in certain

details of construction and arrangement of

and I do-
hereby declare the following, _When tahen in
- connection with the accompanying drawings.
and the letters of reference marked thereon, .
to be a full, clear, and exact description’of the
same, and. which said drawings constitute part
ot this specification, and represent, in— .
Figurel,afrontview of a portion of a front- -.

Di.

‘which are r emfm cing-wires F.

This invention 1elates to an 1mprovement'
in corsets, and particularly to the so-called

“tront-laced” corsets—that i is, corsets which
are provided at the front with sections which

proved design, preferably a so-called “‘closed-

back” cor set or corset which is not divided
at the ba,ck althoum] 1fdesn ed the usual back-—-.'

oyed.

lacing may be emp
BV the, term.

other pomts

In carrying out ﬁiy 11’1V£‘Iltl()ﬂ 1 emplov two'f
la,cmﬂ-stmps A B, the section B-forming one
edge of the front. sectlon (, while the section

A is adapted to be detacha,blv connected with

the forward edge of the: othex front section
In each.of these sections is a steel B, ar-

ranged in a pocJ{et in rear of the meeting edges
of the strips, in- the extreme outer edo‘e of
These wires,

lacmg stllp” I w1sh to be.
-undel qtaod as 1ncludmo" the ucsual Ifwmﬂ edges

| parts, as Wl]l be her ematter descr 1bed.}and pal -
'tlcula,LlV recited in the claims. = = -
The body of the corset may be of any ap-
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which are smallel n dunensmns than Lhe-- .

steels I, may he formed in three or more sec-

_ tlons, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the ends of
the wires bemﬂ connected with the steel L, or
a single wire. may be employed, as mdlcated
4, the extreme ends of the eres bemﬁ'_,

1n Fl
cannected with the steel, or, if desired, a wire

arranged in.the extreme edﬂ*e of the sections
may be inserted with its ends left free or in-.
dependent of . the steels.

Between the steels
and the wires lacing-eyelets G are placed for
the reception of a lacing H, by which the sec-
tions may be drawn together, the wires per-
mitting the eyelets to be arranged close to the

outer edﬂ'@ of the lacing-strips, the wires re- -

75

80

mforcmg those edges “and oiving suflficient

strength to withstand the necessary strain
without mater ially increasing the thickness of
the edges. The lacing-strip A may be con-

‘nected with the front section Din any desired

manner, as with the usual corset-clasps:; but
preferably I employ ball-and-socket fasten-
ers, the ball members 1 eing secured to the

section D through the usual steel J in the edge
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of that section, while the socket members K

are secured tothe edge of the section A, which
1s more or less flexible—thatis, in the portion

of the fabric adjacent to the steel I therein.
Lo provide a central busk-strip for the cor-

set, I attach a fly L to the inner face of the

section C, th1s fly extending beyond the edge

T O |
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of the lacing-strip B and provided with a cen-

tral busk-steel M, which will stand parallel'

with the edge of the lacing-strip B. It is de-
sirable that this busk-—strlp should be more

flexible at its upper end than at the center or
lower end, and to eooomphsh this the upper -

end of the busk-steel M is formed with a slot

N, as clearly shown in Fig. 5, the slot being

tapered from 1fs upper end downwerd the
removal of the metal to form a slot giving

oreater flexibility at this end of the steel.

Other front steels for a corset may ‘be made

flexible in the same way or by removing a

portion of the steel on one or both edcres, as

shown 1n Fig. 6. :
By em ploymﬂ' remforomg—wnes the leolng-

“eyelets may be arranged in the extreme edges
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of the laomo'-strlpe., which by the provision
of the wires become sufficiently rigid to resist
the necessary strain. The emplovmeut of
the ball-and-socket fasteners permitsthe ready
attachment or detachment of the lacing-strip
A from the front section of the corset and
furnishes a neat finish to that portion of the
garment and avoids the one-sided appearance
noticeable when the detachment 1s made by

the common corset-clasps, while the fly pro- |

vides a central busk-strip and underlying the
lacing closes the opening between them and
overcomes the objections heretofore in front-
laced corsets. A further advantage of pro-
viding a central busk-strip is that it permits
the use of lighter steels at sides of the center
where the leomo* strips are connected W1th
the body portion of the corset.

T am aware that double steels or steels of

umform size have been employed at the edges

of a corset, between which steels the leoing—

eyelets have been placed, and do not wish to be

understood as claiming such as my invention.
Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as new, and de51re to secure by Letters |

Patent, 1s—
1. In a corset, the oombmatlon with the lac-

1ncr—str1ps thereof, of cAteels in sald strips, eye- 45

lets between the said steels and the edges of
the strips, reinforcing-wires between the eye-
lets and the extreme edges of the strips, said
wires being of smaller dimensions than said

steels, and the ends of said wires connected

with said steels, substantially as described.
2. In a oorset the combination with the lac-

ing-strips thereof of steels arranged therein,
eyelets between said steels and the edges of

said strips, a plurality of reinforcing-wires
between the eyelets and the edges of said

strips, said wires being of smaller ‘dimensions

than sald steels, and the ends of said wires
connected W1th Seld steels substa,ntmlly as de-

_ sorlbed

3. Ina corset the oomblnetlon with a front

‘section having asteel in its edge and one mem-

ber of a lacing -section, of ball members of

fastening devices oonneoted to the front sec-
tion throuo'h the edge steel thereof, and socket

members. ot fastening devices in the edcre of
the lacing-section and lada pted to be oonneoted
with the ball members on the front section

‘whereby the laeing-strip is connected with

the front section, substantla,lly as described.
4. In a corset, the combination with the

front seotlons one edge of one section ter-

minating in a lacing-strip, of a fly connected

projecting beyond it, a central busk-steel i
said fly and forming a support at the center
of the corset, and -a steel lacing-strip: con-
nected by leomgs with the front edcre of one
side of the corsetand adapted to be oonnected
with the front- edge .of the other section of
the corset, substentlelly as described. .

In testimony whereof I have signed this
Speolﬁoatlon in the presence of two subscrib-

mg Wltnesses
e WM. F. BROOKS. |
Wltnesses
FrepERIC C. EARLE
J. H. SHumwaAYy.
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to said section beneath said lacing-strip and
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