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UNITED STATES

Patented May 3, 1904,

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

JAMES V. WASHBURNE, OF WATERBURY,

CONNECTICUT.

LAGCING~-HOOK.

SPECIFICATION fo:tf*_mi:ug part of Letters Patent No. 759,049, dated May 3, 1904.
ﬂuphcatmn filed October 8, 1903: Serial No, 176,238, (No model.)

To all whom i€ may concermn: |
Be it known that I, Jayus V. WASHBURNE,

“acitizen of the United States, residing at W a-

terbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented an Im-
provement in Lacing - Hooks, of which the
following is a &,peuhcatmn

My invention relates to devices unplgwu,
in conjunction with laces for fastening and
holding together the lacing edges of shoes or
Mrments with the object of increasing the
efficiency, reducing the cost, and lessening
the liability of the correlated parts in devices
of similar character in this art separating or
breaking under strain; and my invention em-

bodies a modification of the flat pivotal lac-
ng-hook and headed-post devices shown and

deseribed 1n my application for Letters Pat-
ent of even date herewith, filed October 8,
1903, Serial No. 176,237.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
bifurcated post and a hook device having a
pivotal relation with the post. The post Thas
penetrating prongs which diverge and are
overturned to engage the material of a shoe
or garment and which posts come immeci-
ately at opposite sides of the pivotal connec-

“tion with the hook and which when outwardly

bent, as connected to the material, lie flat next
the stockings or other garments near the flesh
and produce no inconvenience. The prongs

of the post also come intermediate of the ex- :
“treme diameter of the hook.

‘The post may
be headed or the end rounded, and the hoolk
18 offset, curved, or bent from a flat plane.,
Lomequently while employing posts that are
alike the hooks are made rights and lefts for
the opposite edges of the shoe-uppers or gar-
mendt.
In the drawings

tion of the upper or

, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
anlkle portion of a shoe

provided with the fastenings of my invention

applied thereto at the upper portions of the
shoe uppers or quarters. Fig. 2 1s a plan in
larger size of the post and hook. TFig. 81is s
vertical section of .a form of the post and
hook with the post connected to material and

the hook bearing against the surface thercof. | ameter of the hook.

I of the pivotal connection of the hook

1n I* 1o, 8 and suctmn 01 Lhe 111.:1Lurm,1 1*10' 5

post. Kig. 6 1s a vertical section of a form
of post and hook with the post connected to
material and the hook
face of the material.
‘The post 1s composed of a bifurcated stem

« of two prongs, preferably formed by cut-

ting longitudinally into a round bar. The
outer exterior mces 2 are rounded, and the op-
posite inner taces 3 are fiat, and these latter

taces at the ends diverge sharply to points at

the outer faces 2. The post, Fig. 5, is sim-
ply a round bar, with a rounded end ¢’ to form
the head 1}01131011 In Fig. 3 the bar has been
formed with a head ", with edges that ex-
te,nd beyond the prongs. In Fig. 6 the post
is also formed with a head #°; but the head is
of a different sur
head in Fig. 3. In the posts of Figs. 3 and
6, however, the bifurcation-groove is shown
as in ‘the same plane as the under surface of
the head. Consequently when the head and
hook are In position the portion of the hook
which passes through the bifurcation-groove
18 pressed down into the material, and the ma-
terial exerts a friction on this pivotal part of
the hook to prevent the same moving too

treely and also assists in holding the Thook

when not in use approximately in the dotted
position, Hig. 3.

b, Figs. 38, 4.,&1‘1(16 represents layers ofun-
ter 1[11 to whmh the post 1s munmted

o, Yigs. 2, 3, and 4, and ¢, Fig. 6, repre-
sent the hooks. The 110011 ¢ 18 plUVldl}d with

2 point or engaging portion 4, a pivot portion

P

5, and an intermediate offset or bent portion 6,
the pivot portion being produced by cutting
out of the material of the hook an aperture

through which one of the prongs of the post

passes. There 18 therefore formed in the hook
an integral bar passing through the bifurca-
tion-groove of the post, so th.;LL the prongs of

bearing upon the sur-

face configuration from the.

1S & Vl’}ltIC‘l] section of the simpler form of -
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the post come immediately at opposite sides -

and the
bhe extreme di-

post comes mtermediate of
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The hook ¢ is curved, so that the outer edge
lies closely adjacent to or against the mate-
rial 6. In Fig. 31 have shown a lace ¢ as
passing around the engaging portion 4 or
point of the hook ¢.
culiar in that when the bent portion thereof
on the under side touches the material the

“central portion is raised for the free passage

of the lace 7, while the extreme point comes
1n contact with the material, so asto prevent
either clothing or the lower end of a dress
or skirt engaging the hook, as from Fig. 4
the location of the parts will be apparent, the
same showing the point in contact with the
material.

In Fig. 1, d d represent the shoe uppers

or quarters; ¢, eyelets of usual construction;

£, the series of lacing devices according to
my invention, while 2 represents the lace em-
ployed, passing first through the eyelets ¢
and then engaging the lacing devices /. These
lacing devices are at the upperend of the shoe

and extend along so much of the shoe uppers

or quarters as is usually entirely unlaced in
taking off or putting on the shoe. |

In my present invention the posts are all
alike; but the hooks are made as rights and
lefts, and from Figs. 3 and 6 it will be ap-
parent that the pressure of the material upon
the bearinge portion of the hooks has a tend-
ency to keep the hooks to one side and pre-
vent them accidentally turning over. Inthe
operation of connecting the posts to material
the prongs of the post turn steady and true
and the rounded outer surfaces bear against
the leather or other material and because of
their configuration do not cut in, and at the
same time the flat inner surfaces, which come
toward the stockings, the body, or other gar-
ments, do not produce any appreciable pres-
sure or inconvenlence, especially when the
same are covered over with another layer of
fabric or material.

I claim as my invention—

1. A fastening for laced shoes or garments,
comprising a bifurcated post with adjacent op-
posite penetrating prongs which diverge and
turn over toengage the m‘lter'al ancl a hook de-
vice including a Subst‘mtla,l body portion hav-
Ing a pivotal Telation with the post, the hook
being bent appreciably out of a plane bring-
ing the pointed-end of the hook close to the
material and the prongs of the post coming
immeciately at opposite sides of the pwotal
connection with the hook.

- 2. A fastening for laced shoes or garments,
comprising a bifurcated post with adjacent op-
posite penetrating prongs which diverge and
turn over to engage the material, a hook de-
vice including a “substantial bhody portion hav-
ing a pivotal relation with the post, the hook
being bent appreciably out of a plane, bring-

This offset hook 1s pe-

750,049

ing the pointed end of the hook close to the

material and the propgs of the post coming

immediately at opposite sides of the pivotal
connection with the hoolk, and 1n which the
post comes intermediate of the extreme di-
ameter of the hook.

3. A fastening for laced shoes or garments,
comprising a bifurcated headed post and a
hook device having a pivotal relation with the
post and the hook having portions bent so as
to be out of a plane, the post having pene-
trating prongs which diverge and turn over
to engage the material, and in which said pen-
etrating prongs have rounded outer surtaces

to bear against the material, and opposite or

Iinner surfaces that are flat and exposed at the
turned-over portions.

4. A fastening device for laced shoes or gar-
ments, comprising a bifurcated post and a
hook device having a pivotal relation with the
post, the hook device stamped out of sheet
metal and bent shightly out of a plane, and the
post having penetrating prongs which come
immediately at opposite sides of the pivotal
connection with the hook and intermediate of
the extreme diameter of the hook and when
fastened to material force the pivotal connec-
tion of the hook down into the material so
that the pressure of the material thereon has
a frictional function in controlling the posi-
tion of the hook. |

5. A fastening device for laced shoes or gar-
ments, comprising a hook device having an
engaging portion, a pivotorintegral bar along
one edge formed by producing an aperture in
the metal;, and an intermeciate offset portion,
and a biturcated post having penetrating
prongs between which the pivot of the hook
1s received and journaled to swing, the said
post-prongs coming immediately at opposite
sides of the pivotal connection with the hook
and intermediate of the extreme diameter of
the hook.

6. A fastening device for laced shoesor gar-
ments, comprising a hook device having an en-
gaging portion, a pivot or integral bar along
one edge formed by producing an aperture in
the metal, and an intermediate offset peortion,
and a bifurcated post having penetrating
prongs and a head portion with the bifurca-
tion-groove in the same plane as the under
surface of the head, the pivot portion of the
hook being received in the bifurcated groove
between the penetrating prongs and therein
journaled to swing, the said post-prongs com-
ing immediately at opposite sides of the piv-
otal connection with the hook and intermedi-
ate of the extreme diameter of the hook.

7. A fastening for laced shoes or garments,
comprising a post with penetrating prongs,
and a hook device having an engaging portion,
and a pivotal portion along one edge formed
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by procducing an aperture in the metal, and

anintermecdiate portion notin a common plane
with the atoresaid portions, the said pivotal
- portion being within the extreme diameter of
the hook, the pivotal portion of the hook be-
1ng received and journaled between the prongs
of the post, which prongs come immediately

at opposite sides of said pivotal portion and |

the post intermediate of the extreme diameter
of the hook. o o 10
Signed by me this 5th day of October, 1903.

 JAS. V. WASHBURNE.

W'itn_gsses:_l N
Greo. 1. PINCKNEY,
S. T, Havizanp.,
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