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Lo all whony 7t iy conecern: |
Be it known that I, Crare~ce E. SMITH, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and

‘useful Improvements in Nut-Crackers, of

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in the
class of nut-crackers known as *“ household ” or
“individual ” nut-crackers; and its object is to
provide a device simple, strong, and durable
in construction, easy of manipulation, and cer-
tain in operation.

1o these ends my invention in its preferable

embodiment comprises the combination and
arrangement of the various parts having the
general mode of operation substantially as
hereinafter fully described in the specification

and shown in the accompanying drawings, in

which—
Figure 1 is a side view showing the nut-
cracker with its jaws open in position to Ie-

celve the nut; Fig. 2. a sectional view on line

v ot Kig. 1; Fig. 3, an end view of the jaws:
Fig. 4, a modification of Fig. 8, and Fig’ 5 g
modification of Fig. 2..

Referring to the drawings, « is the upper
handle of any convenient form by which mo-
tion between the jawsisimparted,and itis pref-
erably provided with a rounded flattened inner
end &, which fits between two lugs ¢ ¢ on the
inner end of a similar lower handle ¢, forming
a forked joint, and thereby giving a pivotal
connection therewith by means of a pin or
other suitable fastening means 7 passed there-
through. Integral with the lower handle »
and extending forward from the lugs ¢ d is
the lower jaw g, preferably formed with cor-
rugations £ on its inner face to prevent the
nut from slipping when placed théreon and
clamped between the jaws by means of power
applied to the pivoted handle or lever @. The

‘upper jaw ¢ is preferably provided with cor-

rugations 7 on its inner face in a similar man-
ner to the lower jaw and for the same pur-
pose. The upper jaw 7 is connected at its

to the outer end of the lower jaw ¢

by means of a forked joint similar in construc-
~tion to the joint by which the handles are se-

cured together, the lower jaw ¢ being pro-
vided with two lugs 4 Z, between which fits
the rounded and flattened end of the upper
jaw Z, the whole secured together by a rivet
or other means s passed therethrough. The
inner end of the upper jaw 4 is provided with

a pair of lugs 7 o, and the jaw is adapted to

slide 1n a slot p, formed in a lug g on the
upper handle ¢ by means of a pin or rivet »
passed through the lug and the slot; but this
sliding motion of the inner end of the upper
jaw for the purpose of gaining leverage may
also be obtained by forming a T-lug on the
end of the jaw and a groove in the upper han-
dle to engage it (see Fig. 5) or by various
other means well known in the art without de-
parting trom the scope of my invention. In

like manner 1 do not wish to limit myself to

the particular form of joint above described
by which the inner ends of the handles and
outer ends of the jaws are secured together
and given pivotal connection. A modification
of such connection is shown in Fig. 4, where
each Jaw or handle is provided with a single

rounded and flattened lug given a pivotal

movement by means of a pin or rivet passed
therethrough.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The bandle « is raised, which motion throws

the Inner end of the upper jaw ¢ to the outer

end of the slot p, and thereby raises the said

jaw to the position shown in Fig. 1 and form-
ing a triangular-shaped space between the

upper and lower jaws. A nut of any desired
size is then placed between the jaws; and when
In position pressure is applied on the handle
@, which drives the pin » through the slot »
toward its inner end, causing the jaws to com-
press together, said compression cracking the
nut. | |

Obviously my invention may be used in

varying forms.

Therefore without limiting myself to the
construction shown and deseribed or enumer-
ating equivalents, I claim, and desire to obtain
by Letters Patent, the following:

1. As an article of manufacture a nut-
cracker consisting of two members provided

with Jaws connected together at one end and
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2.

means pivotally connected to one end of one
of said jaws and slidably connected to one end

of the other whereby said jaws are operated, |

substantially as described.

o Ag an article of manufacture a nut-
cracker consisting of two members provided
with jaws pivotally connected together at one
end and an operating-lever pivotally connected
to one end of one of said jaws and slidably
connected to one end of the other, substan-
tially as described.

9 As an article of manufacture a nut-
cracker consisting of two jaws connected to-
oether at one end, a handle integral with one
of said jaws and a second handle having a
pivotal connection with one end of one of said
jaws and a slidable connection with one end
of the other whereby said jaws are operated,
substantially as described. |
4 As an article of manutacture, a nut-

cracker consisting of upper and lower jaws |

connected together at one end, upper anc
lower handles, said lower handle being nte-
oral with said lower jaw, said upper hancdle

759,033

‘ heing pivotally connected to said lower jaw,
“and a slidable connection between sald uppev

1

Landle and said upper jaw consisting of a pin
in engagement with a slot, substantially as
desceribed. |

5 Asg an article of manufacture, a nut-
cracker consisting of upper and lower jaws
pivotally connected at one end, upper and
lower handles, said lower handle being inte-
oral with said lower jaw, said upper handle
being pivotally connected to said lower JAW,
and a lue provided with a slot carried by sald
npper handle and slidably connected to said
upper jaw whereby motion 18 imparted to the
jaws when said upper handle 1s raised and
lowered, substantially as described.

In testimony whereot I have signed my name
to this specification in presence of two wit-
nesses.

CLARENCE E. SMITH.
Witnesses:
Frep M. HoLMES,
- W. A. KiMBALL.
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