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Lo all whom 7t may concern:

Be it known that I, Earr H. PLATNER, a citi-
zen of the Umted bt&tes and a rebl(lent of

Mount Vernon, in the county of Linn and State
of lowa, have mvented a new and Improved
Nail- Holdnw Attachment for Hammers, of

which the to]lowu‘lo 1s a full, clear, and exact

description.

‘The object of my invention is to provide a
new combined hammer and nail-holding at-
tachment which is simple and durable in con-
struction, the same being designed for holding

~anail in pOSlthIl and startmﬂ 1t 1nto the ma-
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terial preparatory to driving it home by the |

hammer proper.

The invention consists of novel features and
parts and combinations of the same, as will be
more tully described heremaftel and then
pointed out in the claim.

A practical embodiment of the invention is

represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which
similar char acters of reference 1ndlcate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the im-.

provementas applied. Kig. 2isa perspective
view of the nail holder and slide. Fig. 3 is
an enlarged perspective view of the ; jaws for
holding the nail or tack; and Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of the outer end of the tool-
handle, showing the striking-cap detached.

The hammer or similar tool with which the
improvement is combined consists of the usual
head A and handle B, and on the latter is
mounted to move lengthmse a slide C 1n the
form of a ring or sleeve, from which extend
spring-arms ' in the direction of the length
of the handle, and on the free outer ends of
the said spring-arms are formed transversely-
extending jaws C%, provided at their abutting
inner edﬂes with half-round registering re-
cesses CF for receiving the shank of a nail or
tack D, inserted in the sald registering re-
cesses in such a manner that the head A } 1S 1N
the path of the end face of the tool-handle B,
as will be leddllV understood by 1eterence 0
Fig. 1.

In case the tool-handle B is of wood it is

operator swings the arms C' outward tm_ the
jaws C° to dlsengage the shanlk of the tack or

desirable to provide the free end thereof with

a metallic striking-cap B, screwed or other-
wise fastened onto the wooden handle B.

Now 1n using Lhe device the tack or nail is

placed in pO‘ElUOII in the registering recesses

(° of the jaws C" so that the head of the nail

or tack extends between the arms C', and then
the operator having hold of the handle B and
the slide C brings the tool in position so that
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the nail D is ab the proper place on the mate-

‘rial into which the nail is to be driven, and

then the operator slides the handle B down-
ward or inward on the slide C, sothat the end
face of the handle B finally strikes the head
of the tack or nail, thusstarting the same into
the material. ’When this has been done, the

nail to allow removal of the nail-holder from
the nail or tack. The started tack or nail can
now be driven home in the usual manner by
the hammer.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the
~device is very simple and durable in construc-

tion, can be readily slipped in position on the
handle B, and the latter is made use of to
start the tack or nail held temporar ily in po-
sition by the holder consisting of the jaws C°
on the spring-arms C'.

It desired, “the walls of the recesses C’ may
be slightly tapel ed or beveled, so as to corre-
spond to the bevel of the shank of the tack or
nail to insure straight holding of the nail or
tack in the jaws.

Having thus descr ibed my 1invention, I claim
asnew .rmcl desire tosecure by Letters Patentm

A hammer having a handle provided at its
free end with a striking-cap and a nail-holder

carried upon the hammer-handle, and com-
prising a collar received on the handle to

treely move thereupon between its ends, and
narrow spring-arms extending from said col-
lar, 1n parallelism with each other and in en-
gagement with
opposite sides thereof, leaving the greater
portion of the handle expoged to be Ombped
said arms having a tendency to spring toward

sald handle at diametrically
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each other and at their outer extr el..x.nues pro-
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vided with short sections bent in direction of | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
each other with their extreme ends normally | scribing witnesses. - _ |
held in abutting engagement by the resilien '
eld in abutting engagement by the resthency EARL H. PLATNER.
~of the spring-arms, said abutting ends having
5 registering semicircular recesses forming an Witnesses:

opening for the reception ot a nail.  WrirrniaM GLENN,
Intestimony whereotf I have signed my name C. M. SESSIONS.
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