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To all whom ¢ may Qonéern:
Be 1t known that I, Lewis P. HarnLADAY, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Ma-

rion, in the county of GGrant and State of In-
diana, have invented a certain new- and use-
ful Improvement in Attachments for Guitars,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in at-
tachments for musical instruments, and has
for 1ts object to provide a new and improved

attachment adapted to be used as a capo tasto

for guitars and the like.

My Iinvention is 1llustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 18 a view of my 1mproved attach-
ment in position on the neck of a guitar. Fig.
218 a view of the device as seen from above.
Fig. 3 1sa view of the attachment shown on
line 33, Fig. 1. FKig. 4 isaside view of the at-
tachmentin position on the neck of the guitar.

Like letters retfer to like parts throughout
the several ficures. :

Referring now to the drawings, wherein 1

have 1llustrated the preferred form of my in-

vention, I provide a holding-piece consisting
of two parts A and B, bentat an angle to each
other, the part A being preferably straight
and the part B curved. When the device 1s

~1n position, the part A 1s opposed to the up-
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per face of the neck and the part B engages
the lower face thereof with a stationary con-
tact. Suspended in the angle -between the
parts A and B is a contact-bar C, adapted to
make contact with the strings of the instru-
ment. This contact- bar i1s preferably pro-
vided with a face D, of cork or other compres-
sible material, which engages the strings and
18 preferably provided with a guide which en-
gages the part B. As shown in Fig. 3, the

bar C is grooved at the end, the part B being

contained within said groove. The contact-
bar 1s attached to the part A by means of a
screw kK, and 1s moved so as to make proper
contact with the strings of the instrument by
means of the thumb piece or nut F.

In the preferred construction the screw K
passes loosely through the part A and is fixed

| to the cohta_ct—b&r C, the thumb piece or nut

F being interposed between said contact-bar
and the part A. Ipreferto attach a piece of

| rubber ( or other soft material to the end of

the piece B where 1t engages the lower face
of the neck of the instrument, so as to pre-
vent the injury or defacement thereof.

In attaching the device to the instrument

the contact-bar islifted,so as to leave sufficient

space between 1t and the part B, and the de-
vice then slid into position. The thumb piece
or nut F is then turned and coming into con-
tact with the upper part A forces the con-
tact-bar C downward, so as to bring it into

1ntimate contact with the strin gs of the instru-

ment, and thus hold them against the frets, so
as to produce the proper eﬁect
By making the contact-bar movable 1 in-

sure 1ts proper contact with the strings, so as

to secure the proper tone, thus making the
instrument accurate and reliable, and by hav-
ing a stationary contact at the back of the
neck of the instrument I prevent injury and
defacement thereof. It will also be seen that

by means of this construction there are no

projecting parts at the back, and hence the
hand of the player used to engage the strings
to change the notes is not obstructed and has
free play about the instrument. The attach-
ment, therefore. does not interfere with the
playing of the instrument.

I claim— -

1. A capo tasto,comprising a holding-piece,
consisting of two partsatan angletoeach other,
a contact-bar for engaging the strings of the
instrument movably suspended in the angle
between said parts, one end of said contact-
bar engaging said holding-piece, the other end
being free one of said parts having a station-
ary coutact with the back of the neck of the
instrument while the contact-bar is being ad-
Tusted.

9. A capo tasto, comprising a holding-piece
macde of two parts at an angle to each other, 4
movable contact-bar adapted to make contact
with the strings of the instrument,a screw con-
necting said contact-bar with one of the parts
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of the holding-piece, and a controlling or

thumb pilece located between the contact-bar
and sald part of the holding-piece.

3. A capotasto, comprising a holding-piece,
consisting of two parts at an angle to and in-
tegral with each other, a contact-bar for engag-
ing the strings of the instrument movably sus-
pended in the angle between said parts, one
of said parts having a stationary contact with
the back of the neck of the instrument while
the contact-bar is being adjusted, said contact-
bar having at one end a movable engagement
with the latter part of said holding-piece, so
that said part acts as a guide for the contact-
bar the other end of the contact-bar being free
so as to leave that side of the instrument un-
obstructed. -

4. A capotasto, comprising a holding-piece,
consisting of two parts at an angle to each
other, a contact-bar for engaging the strings

758,912

of the instrument movably suspended in the
angle between said parts, one of said parts
provided with a cushion-piece at the point

where 1t malkes contact with the baclk of the
- the instrument and a controlling

neclk of
thumb-piece intermediate or between the con-
tact-bar and the holding-piece.

5. A capo tasto, comprising a bent holding-
plece having a fixed engaging part for the
lower face of the neck of the instrument, :
movable contact-bar above the neck of the in-
strument, adapted to be forced down upon the
strings, said contact-bar at one end engaging
the holding-piece and free at the other end, so

as to leave that side of the instrument unob-
structed.

LEWIS P. HALLADAY.
Witnesses:

BrrrHA L. HOowARD,
Orro E. McCurcHEON.
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