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(No model.)

Do all whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, Joserr A. JAEGER-RAI-
NER, a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county and bta,te of New
York, have invented certain new and usetul
Improvements in Ladders, of which the fol-

lowing 1s a specification.

This Invention relates to adJustable step-
ladders adapted especially for the use of pa-
per - hangers, painters, or other artisans in
working upon stairways. |

The ob;ject of the invention is to provide a
step-ladder adapted to be used with conven-
1ence and safety upon a stairway and which
may be also used on floors or other level sur-
faces. |

The construction of the improvement will

‘be fully described hereinafter in connection

with the accompanying drawings, Wthh form
part of the specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elem-
tion of the device with 1ts legs adjusted to

thelr shortest position and Sh()wing the posi-.

- tion of the ladder upon a stairway in dotted

lines. Fig. 2isaside elevation, partly broken
away, of a modl ed constr uctmn of the ladder:

and Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing by dot-
ted lines the position of the modified construe-

- tlon upon a stairway.
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Corresponding parts in all the ﬁU'ure% MEJ

~ denoted by the same reference chars acters. |
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Referring to FKig. 1, the numeral 1 deSLe!r-
nates the laddel proper comprising side bals
and a series of steps secured thereto. in the
usual manner.
the side bars of the ladder just below the top
step or platform 2 are two parallel brackets

3, formed with bearings for a transverse shaft

4, the ends of which pi*oject laterally beyond
the brackets to serve as pivotal supports for
the supporting-legs of the ladder, the upper
ends of which are formed with openings to
recelve the ends of the shaft. |
EKach leg of the ladder comprises an upper
section 6, formed with an elongated. slot 7,
and a lower section 8, which overlaps the up-

per section and is secured thereto-adjustably
by a bolt 9, extending through the upper end
of the section 8 and through the slot in the
5o adjacent upper section 6, and a clamping-nut

Secured to the inner sides of

I10 preferably of the butterfly form. The

upper leg-sections 6 are braced together ad-
jacent to their upper ends by a transverse
brace 11 and at their lower ends by a brace
12, the ends of which project laterally be-
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'yond the sections 6 to overlap the rear edges

of the lower sections and to serve in connec- |

tion with metallic straps 13 as guides or keep- .

ers for the lower sections. At each end of
the lower transverse brace 12 is secured an
eye 14 to receive the hooked end of a side
brace 15, the opposite end of which is loosely
secured to the a,d]acent side bar of the ladder.
As 1llustrated in Fig. 1, the ladder con-
structed as above described is adapted to be
used upon a stairway. The legs of the lad-
der when shortened by a,d]ustment rest upon
one of the stair-steps, while the foot of the
ladder proper rests either upon the floor or

‘upon one of the stair-steps below that upon

which the legs rest, as indicated by dotted
lines. Thus the ladder affords a firm support
for a workman, and papering or other work
may be convemently accomplished on ceilings
or at points above the stairway.

The modified construction shown in Figs. 3
and 4 differs from that above described in
that the lower leg-sections 16 are slotted in-
stead of the upper sections, the other features
being similar to the form shown in Figs. 2
and 3 This modified construction is adapted
to be supported upon a stairway in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 4, which is a reversal of
the position shown in Fig. 1, the foot of the
ladder in this mstance 1est1ncr above the legs,
as shown.

The two forms of ladder mzw be used to-
gether to support a scaffold-board, in which
event one of the ladders rests upon the stair-

way and the other upon the floor, and a board
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15 supported between them, one end restnw_

upon each ladder.

It will be observed that wnen the leg-sec-
tions of the ladder are adjusted to couespond
in length to that of the ladder proper the de-
vice is adapted for use on level surfaces or
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against a wall after the manner of an ordi-

nary non-adjustable step-ladder.
1 would have 1t understood that I reserve

 the right to make all such variations or 100
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changes in the detalls of the improvement as
may fall within the scope of the claim.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

A step-ladder comprising a platform 2 hav-
ing brackets 3 secured to the under side two
non -extensible legs the upper ends perma-
nently secured to said brackets, two extensi-

ble legs each comprising upper and lower

overlapping sections, the upper sections 6
having elongated slots 7 and having their up-
per ends secured by a brace 11 and pivoted to
sald brackets and their lower ends connected
by a brace 12, the ends of said brace overlap-
ping the lower sections and being provided
with keepers 13 on their ends surrounding

758,659

and guiding the lower sections and an eye 14,
a side brace 15 one end pivoted to a non-ex-
tensible leg and the other end hooked in the
eyve 14, threaded bolts carried by the lower
sections and passing through the elongated

slots 1in the upper sections, and nuts adjust-

able on said bolts, whereby each lower sec-

‘tion 1s independently adjustable on its upper

section, substantially as described.
Intestimony whereof [ have signed my name
in the presence of the subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH A. JAEGER-RAINER.
Witnesses: -

F. O. McCLEARY,
J. CLARK PyBas.
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