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To all whom it MAY CONCETT.!

Be it known that I, Josepa W. SCHLOSS 9
citizen of the Umted States, residing at the

city of New York, in the borough of Manhat-

5 tan and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Skirt-
- Braids, of which the following is a full, clear,
" and exact deseription.
This invention relates to skirt-braids in-
10 tended to be applied to the lower edges of
skirts to save the skirt from contact Wlth the
ground. Braids commonly used for this pur-
pose are of a uniform thickness throughout
and usually thin to avoid giving Wewht or
15 a clumsy appearance to the skirt: but the
thin braid wears and frays out qu1ckly So it
has been proposed to double or fold over the
edge that takes the wear or to bind in a fill-
. ing cord or bead to give more body to this
20 part of thebraid. Suchdevicesare, however,
expensive and have other recognized disad-
vantages-and defects. Ifisnot practicable to
‘make the braid thick throughout, for while it
would thus withstand the wearit would be too
25 heavy at the edge which is to be attached to
the skirt and, furthermore, would contain use-
less materla]
In accordance with my invention I con-
struct the braid with a graduated thickness
30 irom one edge to the other, thereby produc-
inga braid of the ordinary thickness along one
edﬂ'e which is adapted to be sewed to the
Sklrt and with a reinforcement at the oppo-
site edo‘e adapted to take the wear.
35 In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a face view of my improved skirt-braid. Flg
2 1s a cross-section thereof; and Fig. 3 is

portion of the lower part of a skirt, showmq

- the method of applymcr the braid thereto.

40 The braid illustrated has three sections or
longitudinal stripes «, 6, and ¢, all simultane-
ously formed or bra,lded at the same time in
an ordinary braiding-machine. In-order to
make one section thicker or heavier than an-

45 other I use a greater number of threads or

“ends” on the spools, which form the thicker
sections. Thesame thing can beaccomplished

by using one thread or end on all of the spools,
but using threads or yarn of different thick-
The section or stripe ¢ along one edge

50 ness,

| is thickest, being made,; for instance, with
three ends. The next section or strlpe b is a
little thinner, being made with two ends, and
the third section ¢is the thinnest, being made |
with one end. A braid made in this way 55
comes out of the machine in a curved shape,

the thick edge being on the convex side of the
curve. ThlS shape 1s advantageous in that it
conforms to the Shape of the edge of the
dress-skirt to which 1t is applied and to a cer- 00

tain extent helps to give a flare to the skirt.

The braid 1s sewed or faced on the lower edge

of the skirt by attaching the thin edge thereto |
by stitchesin the ordmary manner. The thick
edge 1s presented downward to take the wear. 65

It is obvious that if the braid were made of
the greatest thickness throughout all the ad-
vantages of a good wearing braid would be
obtained; but as the braid would then be very
clumsy and heavy it would not set well uponthe 70
bottom of the skirt, the portion through which
the stitching passes being so thick as to throw
the skirt out of shape. With my improved
braid the edge that carries the stitching thins
down tothe surface of the goods against which 75
it 1s placed and does not injure the appearance
in any way.

I am aware that skirt- bralds have been
folded or hemmed along one edge to produce °
a double thickness to take the wear; but my 3o
improved braid i1s not folded or hemmed at

all and 1s ready to be applied to the dress as

soon as 1t comes from the braiding-machine.
Obviously the number of stripes or sections
into which the braid is graduated is not im- 85
portant to my-invention. I may use two,
three, four, or more. It is furthermore ob-
served that for the purposes of askirt binding
or protector 1t'is essential that the threads of
the fabric occupy the oblique arrangement 9o
afforded by a braiding process, so that when
the article 1s applied to the skirt it will yield
laterally, one edge contracting and the other

expanding, as reqmred to avoid wrinkling or

folding. For this reason a woven article ha,v— 95
ing warp and weft threads at right angles to
each other would not serve for a binding or
protecting strip unless it were cut bias, and a
bias woven strip could not be made of eradu-

ated thickness from edge to edge. 100
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Having described my invention, I claim—

1. An article of manufacture, consisting of
a skirt facing or protector comprising a fab-
ric'formed of a plurality of sections or stripes
integrally connected together and arranged
in succession from edge to edge of the fabric,
sald sectlons or stripes being of successively-

craduated thicknesses and the threads of the

whole structure being braided together and
thereby obliquely arranged therein to per-
mit of distortion withoutfolding or wrinkling
when applied to the skirt.

2. A skirt-braid having a number of longi-
tudinal stripes or sections integrally formed
with one another and being of successively-
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different thicknesses, said braid having a con-

tinuous curvature throughout its length, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A skirt-braid having a number of longi-
tudinal stripes or sections integrally formed
with one another and being of successively-in-
creasing thicknesses, said braid having a con-
tinuous curvature throughout its length, the
thickest portion being along the convex edge.

In witness whereof 1 subscribe my signature

in presence of two witnesses. |

JOS. W. SCHLOBSS.

Witnesses:
Frank S. OBER,
Warpo M. CHArIN.
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