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Be it known that I, GroreE W. PRENTICE, a

citizen of the United States of America, and a

resident of Providence, in the county of Provi-
dence and State of Rhode Island, have invent-

ed certain new and useful Improvements in

Lacing - Loops, of which the following 1s a
specification. - .

My invention herewith relates to shoe-lac-

ing devices; and it consists of a closed lacing-
loop, formed from a single sheet-metal blank,
having a table member provided with.a palr
of laterally-separated downwardly-bent at-

taching-prongs and an elongated oppositely-

disposed member bent to form a closed loop

“above the table and extending downwardly

thereunder between said prongs and terminat-
ing in an attaching-prong, all -as hereinafter
set Torth and claimed. o '_
In former shoe-lacing devices, or ** lacing-
hooks,” as they are termed, it has been usual
to provide them with eyeleted shanks and
open eyes or hooks for the reception of the

shoe-laces. Lacing-hooksof such former type

are comparatively expensive to manufacture
from the fact that special stock or material 1s

required for their production, while the oper-
ations of treating and shaping the blanks are

comparatively slow processes. o
My improved lacing-loops may be produced
from commercial sheet-metal stock 1n an ex-

peditiousand inexpensive manner. They pos-

~ sess a table or base of comparatively large
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area and may be readily attached to the shoe
mechanically or by hand implements substan-
tially the same as used for securing pronged
button-fasteners to shoes. It is obvious, foo,
that the shoe-lace cannot become accidentally
detached from the lacing-loop when in use.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings, Fig- -
“ure 1 is a side elevation, in enlarged scale,

illustrating my improved sheet-metal pronged
lacing-loop before being secured to a shoe.
Fig. 2 is a corresponding side or end view.
Fig. 3 is a side view showing the lacing-loop

attached to a piece of leather or other pliable

material as in use. Fig. 4 is a correspond-
ing horizontal or sectional plan view taken on
line # « of Fig. 3, the leather being omitted;

and Fig. 5 1s a plan view of the sheet-metal

blank from which the closed lacing-loop 1s
formed. - — |

~ As just stated, m, Fig. 5, designates the
sheet-metal blank capable of being shaped or
bent to produce my improved or novel one-
piece lacing-loop @. The blank has a com-
paratively large flat portion £, from which ex-
tend the two parallel sharpened members & 4,

separated by the open spaceorrecessn. Krom .

the opposite side or end of the part ¢ extends
an elongated sharpened central member &',
the sides or edges of the latter being bent, as

shown at ¢, contignous to the part ¢, all as

clearly shown. In order to transform said
blank into the lacing-loop #, Figs. 1 and 2,

the part ¢ is bent upwardly and around to

form the closed loop ¢, the other part of said
member being passed between the side mem-
bers & and underneath the flat base or table ¢
and finally bent downwardly to form the at-

taching-prong . The said two side members

are also bent downwardly and constitute at-
taching-prongsd. Iprefertohavethepronged

members extend slightly beyond the ends of

the loop proper, substantially as represented
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in Figs. 1, 3, and 4, thereby increasing the

holding capacity of the device.
The manner of securing or attaching the
improved lacing-loop « to shoes, &ec., 1s or

may be substantially the same as that em-
ployed in attaching other types of pronged

fasteners to shoes—as, for example, pronged
button-fasteners. Fig. 3 represents the lac-
ing-loop rigidly secured to a flexible or pli-
able material s, as leather, the several prongs

" having been forced therethrough and clenched
- thereunder. In this arrangement the shank
| of the central pronged member becomes prac-

tically embedded in the surface of the leather
and is protected by the table z.- . |

- T would add that the central member §', or
rather the corresponding part ¢ of the loop,

| may bear against the bottom »’ of the recess

n, Fig. 4, thereby when in use equalizing or
distributing the strain or pull imparted to the
lacing-loop through the lace /. 1 prefer to

malke the eye or tie ¢ of the loop curved or.

round cross-sectionally, thereby presenting a

-

| better holding for the lace and preventing ex-

cessive Wear.
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I do not claim, broadly, a fastening device

made of sheet metal arranged to form an eye
or loop wherein one member thereof is bent

and disposed under the upper or table mem-
ber, as a button-fastening device embodying
to some extent the feature just described was
1ssued to me September 19, 1882, in Umted
States Patent No. 264,842.

I claim as my mventlon—-

As an improved article of manufacture the
one-plece sheet-metal lacing-loop, substan-
tially as hereinbefore described, the same
comprising a forked base or table member
having attaching -prongs depending there-
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from, and an elongated narrower member bent

to form a closed arch or loop, 1ts lower por-
tion passing through the forked part of the
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base a,nd extendmw thereunder and terminat-

ing in a downwa,rdly-bent attaching-prong,
and having said prongs dlsposed on opposﬂze
sides of the loop.
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Signed at Prowdence Rhode Island, this

15th day of December, 1903

GLEO. W. PRENTICE.

Witnesses:
Gro. H. REMINGTON,
CaLvin H. Brown.
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