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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Josiax T. NicHOLS, ef

Portsmouth,in the county of Norfolk and State
of Virginia, have mvent,ed certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Butchers’ - Chopping-
Blocks; and I hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description there-
of, reference being had to the accompanying
drawme's which form part ef this Speelﬁea-
tion.

This invention 1s an 1mpr0vement in chop-
ping - blocks, especially such as are used by
butchers and orocerymen who retail meat.

The object of the invention is to provide a
block whose chopping-surface can be rotated
at Will, so as to turn the meat to the most con-

venient and advantageous position for cutting

without having to bodrly lift the meat after

being once pleeed on the block and by which

the block can be locked in any desired posi-
tion without having to lift or elevate 1t off its
rotatable supports.

The invention will be clearly understood

from the following description of the block
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and

the novel features thereot for which protec-

tion is desired are summarized in the claims.
In said drawings, Figure 1 1s a perspective

- view of the complete block. Fig. 2 is a cen-
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tral vertical section therethrough, and Fig. 3
is & bottom plan view thereof.

A designates- the chopping-block, which 1s
preferably made of boxwood, as usual. This
block: is centrally pivoted on a support B by
means of a pin or bolt C, so that the block can
be turned on thesupport. The block is upheld

‘on the support by friction rollers or balls D,

arranged in upper and lower ball-races E ¢,
the former of which is attached to the under

side of block A and the latter to the upper
side of support B. These ball-races are pret-

erably annular castings arranged concentric

 with the bolt C and of large diameter, so that
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they uphold the block firmly and prevent wab-

bling thereof.
- The bolt C preferably has a head ¢ on its
under end, and its upper end is threaded to

engage a threaded bore or socket-piece ¢ in'|
the block A, so that the bolt not only centers i

iy g ki, ol gy Ty L

| the block on the support, but also holds it

down upon the ball-bearings.
- In the under side of block A are an annular

“series of holes I, which are adapted to be en-

coaged by spring-pressed bolts (&, passing up-
ward through guide-openings in block B, the
lower ends of said bolts being connected to a
treadle-lever H. The ball-race plate K may
be provided withaninwardly-extendingflange
E’, which is perforated at points correspond-
ing to holes F, and similarly ball-race ¢ may

50

55

60

have a flange ¢ perforated for the passage of |

bolts G. As shown, the bolts (z are pressed

| tipward by springs g, confined in the epenings

in block B and bearing against pins ¢’ on the
bolts, so as to normally lift the latter and the
treadle. Also, as shown, the lower ends of
bolts G are threaded and pa,ssed through open-
ings in the treadle-lever H and can be adgusted
thereon by means of upper and lower nuts
G’ G? above and below the treadle-lever, as
shown. .1 donot, however, restrict m}feelf to
the precise arrangement of springs or attach-
ment of bolts to the treadle-lever.

The support B may be of wood or metal
and is provided with legs B’ to raise the top
of block A tothedesired hew'ht The treadle-
lever H may be pivoted to “two of these legs,
as shown at /A, and is provided with a foot-
engagsing pertlon H’, by which it can be de-
pressed by the foot When 1t is desired to dis-
engage bolts (& from block A.
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When the bolts G are drseneao'ecl from

block A, the latter can be easily turned on the

-support to bring the meat thereon to any de-
sired position, and by releasing the treadle

the block is instantly locked. Tt will be ob-

served that the ball-bearings support the block
at all times and no power has to be exerted
at any time to raise the block A vertically.
The block can be locked in any position de-

‘sired without raising it off its bearings, and

it is normally locked except when the treadle
is depressed. Astheblockisnormally locked,
it is much safer for the butcher to work with

‘than if it were loose, as in the latter case 1t
would be unsteady, pa,rtleulerly In sawing

bones, and prove an annoyance and danger in-
stead of an assistance to the operator.
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The utility of the block, its mode of use,
and advantages are Suiﬁclently clear hom
the foreﬂ'omcr description.

Therefore “what I claim as new, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent thereon, 18—

1. In a chopping-block, the combination
with a suitable supportupon which is mounted
a revoluble block, of a treadle-lever pivoted
to the support, and provided with means for
holding and locking the block -at any desired
p081t10n all adapted to operate substa,ntmlly
as set forth.

2. The combination in a choppmﬂ-block
of a support, a rotatable block pivoted there-
on, annular ball-races attached to the under
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side of block and upper side of SUppoft re-
spectively, balls between said races, a treadle-
lever pivoted to the support, bolts connected

to said lever adapted to engage and lock the
block, and springs for normally holding said
bolts in uplifted locking position, all sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

J OSIAH T NILHOLS

In presence of—
JouN F. HopGEs,
ArTHUR E. DOWELL.
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