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To all whom it may Gencern

Be it known that we, CHRISTIAN HE EILRATH
, citizens of the
United States, residing at- Secramento in the

“county of Sacramento and State of Celltornla,
have invented a new and useful Check- Hook |

of which the following is a specification.

The invention reletes to 1mprovements In

 check-hooks.

IO -

The object of the present invention is to im-

- prove the construction of check-hooks and to
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o provide a simple and comparatively inexpen-

sive one of great strength and durability, ca-
pable of enebhno a checkrein to be disengaged
from it with ease and speed and adapted when
arranged in such releasing position to permit
the cheekrem to be withdrawn from it by a
direct upward and forward pull, whereby the
forward motion of the head: of an animal will

carry the checkrein away from the check-hook

and the said checkrein will be prevented from
acmdentelly catching on the bill of the hook.
A further object of the invention is-to pro-
vide a device of this character which will per-
mit the checkrein to be quickly snapped lnto
engagement with it. when desired.
“With these and other objects in view the in-

Ventlon conslists 1n the construction and novel
combination and arrangement of parts here-

inafter fully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and pointed out in the

- claims hereto appended, it being understood
~ that various changes in the form, proportion,
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size, and minor deteﬂs of*construction within
the scope of the claims may be resorted to

- without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
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on a harness-saddle.

catch for releasmﬂ' the checkrein.

ing any of the advantages of the invention.

| 111 the drawings, qure 1 1s a perspective

view of a check-hook: constructed in accord-:
Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of the same, illustrat-

ance with this mventlen

ing the manner of mounting the check-hook
Fig. 3 1s a side eleva-
tion illustrating the position of the pivoted

Fig. 4 1s

a detail perspective view of the hook. Fig.
5 1s a similar view of the L-shaped catch.
- Like numerals of reference designate corre-

operating the same.
curved at its upper and lower portions, and.

SpOIldlIlU‘ perts in all the ﬁcrures of the dra,w—
ings.

1 desmnetes a hook adapted to encracre a
checkrem 2 and formed integral with a lonm—

tudinal base 3 and extending upwerd and rear-

ward from the front end of the same, as clearly

shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The base 3 of the

hook 1 is promded with a dependmﬁ' shank 4,

having a threaded portion and adapted to be_

secured by a nut 5 to a harness-saddle 6, as
illustrated in Fig.2 of the accompanying draw-
ings; but the hook may be secured to the har-
ness-saddle or to a pad in any other desired

manner, as will be readily understood.

The hook 1s curved, as shown, and when 1t

‘18 in engagement with the checkrein the lat-
ter 1s positively confined within the hook by

substentla,lly L -shaped catch 7, which is

'plvoted at’its angle to the rear end of the
base 3 by a pin 8 or other suitable fastening

device.  The arm 9 of the L-shaped cateh

-eloses the hook to retain the checkrein there-

in, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings, and the said arm 9, which fits against
the upper end of the hook i8 also extended

‘above the same and is provlded with a slightly-

enlarged portion 10, forming a grip or handle
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and having a checkered face 11 to prevent -

the thumb from slipping from the catch while
- The arm- 9 is slightly

1ts lower portion presents a concave front face

and its upper portion a convex front face.

80_

The other arm, 12, which is substantially

straight, surrounds the base and loops around

the hook when the parts are .arranged as

shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the arm 12 being pro-
vided with a loncrltudma,l opening 13 to re-
ceive the hook 1 and the base 3. The sides of

the rear portion of the arm 12 are pierced to

receive the pivot 8, which also passes through

the rear end of the base 3. When the pivoted

Qo

catch 1s thrown backward to release the check-

rein, the arm 12 is swung upward to an in-
clined position and its upper face is brought
flush, or substantially flush, with the end. face

of the hook, whereby the latter is prevented

from 1nterfering with the upward and for-
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- ward. movement of the checkrein. By this

~ construction-the checkrein is thrown entirely

10

out of the hook and is effectually prevented

from catching on the end of the hook should
1t be drawn qmcl{ly forward and LlI)W‘LI‘d by

the head of the animal.
The upper end of a hook i1s provided with

a knob or projecting portion 14, formir}g a
stop for limiting the upward movement of the

arm 12 of the catch, and the end of the arm
12 1s provided with a notch or recess 15, which
receives the bulged portion 14 of the hook,

whereby the upper edges or faces of the sides

of the arm 12 are adapted to move outward or

rearward to a position substantially flush with

the end of the hook, as clearly shown in Kig.

3 of the drawings. When it is desired to re-

engaoe the checlwem with the hook, the for-

mer is pressed downward against the arm 12
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and may be quickly snapped Into the hook.
This movement will also close the catech and
confine the checkrein in the hook.

The catch is provided with a spring-actu-
ated plunger or engaging device 16, which is
adapted to bear against the upper face of the
rear end of the base and against the rear end
of the same, whereby the catch j 1s firmly held
In either ot its positions. The plunger 16
consists of a block having a stem which re-
celves a coiled spring 17, , and the latter is
housed in a socket or bore 18 of the arm 9 of
the catch. The socket or bore 18 extends in-
ward and upward from.the rear end of the
opening 13 of the arm 12, as clearly shown in

Fig. 2. The rear end of the base presents an

1nclmed face, and 1t has a beveled or extended
portion 19, Which 1s-adapted to facilitate the
operation of the spring-actuated plunger when
the catch 1s swung rearward.

It will be seen that the check-hook is ex-
ceedingly simple and inexpensive in construc-
tlon, that it is easily operated to engage anc
Y elea,se a checkrein, and that when the catch is
swung rearward the checkrein will be thrown
completely out of the hook and will be pre-

vented from catching on the end of the same.
1t will also be clear that the arm 9 of the catch,
which 1is slightly sigmoidally curved, ﬁts
against and extends above the upper end. of the
hook and is arranged in convenient position to

be readily O"Pasped in unchecking an animal.

What we claim is—

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a hook, and a substantially L-shaped catch
pwotally mounted in rear of the hook and
composed of an upwardly-extending arm nor-
mally fitting against the rear face of the end
of the hook and extended above the same to
form a handle, and an arm extending for-
wardly from the lower end of the said arm
and arranged to carry a checkrein out of the
hook, substantla,lly as described.

9. A device of the class described compris-

Ing a hook, and a substantially L-shaped catch

65 mounted in rear of the hook and comprising

757,304

an upwardly-extending arm nounally ﬁttmO'
against the rear face of the end of the hook to

clo%e the same and extended above the hook

to form a handle, and an approximately hori-

zontal arm eltendlnﬂ' from the lower end of
the said arm and arrancred to be swung to an

upright position with its upper or rear face

substantially flush with the end of the hook,

whereby the checkrein will be thrown out of

the hook and prevented from catching on the

end of the same, substantially as descrlbed

3. A device of the class described compris-
ing a hook, asubstantially L-shaped catch com-
_posed of an upwardly-extending arm normally

fitting against the rear face of the end of the
hook and extended above the same to form a

handle or grip, and a forwardly-extending arm
arranged to swing upward to a position sub-

stantially flush with the end of the hool; and
means for limiting the upward movement of

the forwardly-extendmﬂ arm, substantlally as

described.

4, A device of the class described compms-
ing a hook provided at its upper end with a
stop, and-a substantially L-shaped catch com-
prising an upwardly-extending arm normally
fitting against the end of the hook, and a for-
Wa,rdly—extendmo' arm arranged t0 SWing up-
ward to carry a checkrein out of the hook and
having its upward movement limited by the
stop, whereby 1ts upward or rear face is held
substantially Hush with the end of the hook to -
prevent the checkrein from catching there.on
substantially as described.

5. A device of the class deser 1bed compris-
ing a hook, and a substantially L-shaped catch
havmcr an upwardly-extending arm normally
ﬁttincr against the rear face of the end of the
hooh, said catch being also provided with a
forwardly—extendmw arm having an opening
receiving the hoolk, the latter bPlIlU‘ completely
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encircled by the imwa,l dly - extendln@ arm,

substantially as deseribed.

6. A device of the class described compris-
ing a hook having a base extending rearward
from 1t, and a substantially L-shaped catch

pivoted at its angle to the rear end of the base

and comprising an upwardly-extending arm
normally fitting against the end of the hook,
and a forward]y—ex’oendmﬁ' arm having a, lon-
gitudinal opening to receive the base and the
hook and extending around the same, sub-

_Stantlally as descrlbed

7. A device of the class described compris-
1ng a hook provided at its top with a projec-
tlon forming a stop, and a substantially L-

shaped catch composed of an upwardly-ex-

tending arm normally fitting against the end
of the hook and a forwardly extendmcr arm
having an opening to receive the hook and
pY ovided with a notch adapted to receive the
sald projection when the forwardly-extend-
Ing arm is swung upward, substantially as
described.

8. A device of the class descrlbed compris-
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ing a hook provided at its top with a projec-

tion, a base extending rearward from the
| hook and a substantially L-shaped catch com-

IO

posed of an upwardly-extending arm, and a
iorward]y extending arm having a longltudl-

nal opening to receive the hook and the base
and provided at its front end with a notch ar-
ranged to receive the projection of the hook
when the forwardly-extending arm is swung

> upward, substantially as descrlbed
9. A device of the class descmbed comprls-'

ing a hook provided at its top with a projec-
131011 a base extending rearward from the
hook and a substantially L-shaped catch com-

;posed of an upwardly-extending arm fitted

against the end of the hook and extended

~ above the same to form a handle, and a for-
| wardlv-—extendmo* arm having a longltudmal

20

opening receiving the base a,nd surrounding .
the hook, said forwardly extendmg arm bemo‘

arranged to engage the prOJectlon substan—
tially as descr ibed.

10. A device of the class deseribed compris-
ing a hook, a base extending rearward from

the hook, an apprommately L-shaped catch
pivoted at its angle to the rear end of the
base and provided in one of its arms with a

bore or socket, and a spring-actuated device

mounted in the bore or socket and adapted to

engage the upper face or the rear end of the 30

base, substantially as described.

- In testimony that we claim the foregoing as’
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures

in the presence of two witnesses.

CHRISTIAN HEILRATH.
SA"V[UEL MAURICE TABER.

Wltnesses
W. H. THOMSON,
C. &. KEEHNER.
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