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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Grorar J. ALTERMATT,

‘a citizen of the United States,residing at Phila-
~delphia, county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a certain Im-
‘provement in Toys, of which the following is

a specification.
My invention relates to a new and amusing

~ toy, and has for its object to provide a toy
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which consists of a hollow spherical shell di-
vided into leaves which are hinged together,
and these leaves are adapted to contain a para-

~chute of flexible material connected by strings

to each of the leaves, so that when the sphere
1s thrown in the air and begins to fall the
leaves will fall open and the parachute be ex-
tended and fall to the ground. -

- 'With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and combi-
nation of elements hereinafter set forth and

- then specifically designated by the claims.
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In order that those skilled in the art to which

this invention appertains may understand how
tomake and use the same, the construction and
operation will now be described in detail, re-
~ferring to the accompanying drawings, form-

ing a part of this specification, in which-—
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tron as 1t is descending; Fig. 2, a side elevation

“of myimproved toy, showing the same in con-

dition for throwing; Fig. 3, a bottom view of
the toy. - N s
In the drawings, A represents a hollow ball
or sphere divided into a plurality of leaves or
sections B, which when placed close together
will form a sphere. Tach of these sections
are cut away at their lower end, so as to leave
an opening C, and in this opening is placed a
frame formed of wire, as represented at D.

This frame has as many sides as there are

leaves to the ball. _
E represents hinges, one secured to each

~leat of the ball and pivoted one upon each side

45

of the frame D, so that all the leaves of the
ball or sphere are pivoted together and. free

to fall open similar to the petals of a flower.
- F is a parachute formed of paper, cloth,
‘rubber, or other flexible material, and this

parachute is connected, by means of the flexi-

ble connections G, with the leaves of the ball
or sphere A. | |
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- In operating the toy the parachute F is -

crushed together and placed within the leaves
of the sphere or ball A, and the leaves of the
ball being brought together is thrown into
the air, and the ball will remain in substan-

tially a spherical form while it is ascending:

but as soon as it begins to descend the leaves

of the ball will fall open and allow the para-

chute to be caught by the air and be extended.

‘The whole toy will float gradually to the
‘ground 1n the position shown in Fig. 1.

T'have found by experiment that it is advis-

‘able to reinforce the parachute with strips of

resilient material-—such as bamboo, light steel

springs, whalebone, and the like—and secure
‘these to the parachute across one another, as

represented at H. These may be crushed to-

‘gether with the parachute, but will tend to
‘cause the parachute to open out quicker than

if they were not used.

- Idonot wish to be limited to a,ny_pai'ticula,r
formation of the sphere or ball, as the leaves
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may be made of pressed paper, wood, or any

| other suitable material; and they may be made
~of skeleton form covered with paper or may be

perforated with a number of holes, if desired,

and the parachute may be made of any mate-
rial desired and used with or without the

spring-strips, - and 1 also do not wish to be

limited to any particular means for hinging
the leaves of the ball together, although the

means now shown in the drawings I consider
most practical. ThereforeI do not wish to be
limited to the exact construction here shown,
as slight modifications could be made without
departing from the spirit of my invention.
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim is—
- 1. A toy consisting of a hollow ball, said
ball being divided into a plurality of leaves,
sald leaves all being hinged together at one

“end so that said ball may open similar to the

petals of a flower, a parachute connected by
flexible connections with each of the leaves,

sald parachute being crossed or reinforced by
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. the parachute to open quickly, as and for the
purpose specified.
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light strips of resilient material so as to cause

9. A toy consisting of a hollow ball, said
ball being divided into four leaves or sections,

each leaf or section being cut off slightly at
one end so that when the leaves or sections |

are together an opening will be left at the
lower end of the ball, a frame arranged within
the opening, said frame being provided with

as many sides as there are. leaves to the ball;.

hinges, one secured to each leaf and hinged to
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the faces of the frame so that all of thle leaves

are hinged together, a parachute formed of

flexible material, flexible connections connect-

ing each of the leaves with the parachute, as
and for the purpose specified. .

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. ' o

| - GEORGE J. ALTERMATT.

- Witnesses: _ o
- Axna C. SOUTHARD,
Mary E. HaMER.
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