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-Ta a,ZZ whﬂm it ma,g/ CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, Joax D. Woonp, a cltl-

‘zen of the United States, residing at St. Liouis,

- State of Missouri, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Dress-Suit Cases,
of which the following is a specification con-

 tainingafull, clear., and exact description, ret-

erence bemw had to the accompanymﬁ' draw-

- Ings, formmcr a part hereof.

IO

of parts hereinafter shown descmbed

My mvent]_on relates to 1mprovements n

‘dress-suit cases: and it consists of the novel

construction, combmatlon and arrangement

and
claimed.

In the drawings, qure 1 is a, perspective

- view of my 1mprovec1 dress-suit case with one
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sectlon or compartment open. Fig. 2 is a
tranverse secmon of same. Iig. 3 is a detail
sectional view of the middle sectwn or lid,
taken in the region of the handle. Fig. 4 is

a detail perspective view of a portion of the
middle section or lid.

My invention has for its object the produc-

tion of a suit-case having two body sections
or compartments and a smcrle or unitary lid-

section, by means of Whlch the suit-case may -
- be converted into two separate and distinct
locked compartments or two separate Smt—

cases 1n one structure.
My invention has further for its object. a

rigid and light constructlon for the middle or
| lid section.

Referrmwto the drawmcrs 11 1nchcate the

 body sections or compartments which are of

35

the usual construction and depth, the dimen-
sions of each being the same and the mouth

- of the open end of the said sections being pro-
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~ structed as follows:
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‘vided with inwardly-projecting edges 9.

3 indicates the middle or lid section, which
1s provided centrally with adiaphragm or wall
4. The said middle or lid  section is con-

The rim 5 of the same 1s
constructed of a

stitched on the opposite sides of said rim 5
are strips of leather 6 6, the stitching being
indicated by the numeral 7. Passmﬂ' from
one side of the sheet-metal rim 5 to the OPPo-
site side are two connecting-pieces 8, the said
connecting-pieces being T-shaped at- each end

'_50 and provided w1th the perforatmns 9, as 111115-

a strip of sheet metal, and

trated in Hig. 4. It may be noted in this con-

nection that the sheet-metal rim 5 is provided
with perforations 10. In the construction of

the middle or lid section I use two connect-
ing-strips, as illustrated in Fig. 4. These

connecting-strips are interposed between the
sections of the diaphragm or wall 4, which 1s
preferably composed of layers of canvas or
other suitable material. Secured to the ends
of the connecting-pieces 8 is the handle 11.

"The handle 11 is of the ordinary construction
and 1s secured to the lid-section by means of
cleats 12.

sectlion by means of rivets 13, which pass

The cleats 12 are held to the Iid-

through the cleats, the layers of leather 6 6,

and the rim 5, and are riveted to the perfo— |

rated end portlons 9 of the connecting-pieces
8. It will be seen in this connection that the
weight of the handle 11 is directly imparted
to the connecting-pleces 8, and as said con-
necting-pieces 8 are riveted to the rim 5 and
the body-sections 1 1 are hinged tothe hd-sec-
tion 3 the entire weight of the suit-case 1S - sup-
ported by the conneetmcr—pleces 8.

The lid or middle section 8 being construct-
ed as heretofore described makes : a very light
but strong structure.

By I'BfBI'I‘IIlO" to Kig.
inWa,rdly-projecting edges 2 of the body-sec-

tions 1 1 are adapted to shut on the inside of

the leather strips 6 6 of the middle or lid sec-
tion 3, the outside surfaces of the strips 6 6
being almostin alinement with the outside sur-
faces of the'body-sections11. The body sec-
tlons or compartments 1 1 are hinged to the
middle section 3 by means of hinges 14, one
leaf of said hinges 14 being riveted to the

metal rim 5 and the other leaves being rivet-

ed to the body-sections of the case.

When the case is closed, as illustrated in
Kig. 2, 1t will be seen that the body-sections
11arenot only supported by the hinges 14, but

are also supported by the rim 5 and the leather

strips 6 6. Kach of the body-sections 1 1 is
provided with a spring-lock, and the lid or

55

60

65

75

21t will be seen that the I
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middle section 8 is provided with oppositely-
disposed hasps, which are adapted to be en-
gaged In said locks, the hasps of the lid and
the locks of the body sections or compart-
ments 1 1 being of the usual construction.
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By this means the middle or lid section may
be locked to either one of the body-sections
independently of the other, or both body-sec-
tions may be locked to the lid-section.

From the foregoing descriptionit will be seen
that 1 have constructed a suit-case comprising
in a unitary structure the capacity, conven-
iences, and advantages of two suit-cases, which
is not bulky, but ho'ht durable, neat, and
attractive 1n appearance.
very convenient for travelers in that valuables
may be contained in one body-compartment
and the Tlid locked thereto, and less valuable
articles or those which the traveler may desire
touse frequently may be contained in the other
unlocked compartment.

Having fully described my mventmn what

I claim 15—
1. A suit-case, comprising two body-sec-

tions provided with inwardly - projecting

edges, an intermediate lid-section provided

‘with flan oes into which said edges are adapted

to be shut for converting the case into two sepa-
rate and distinct compartments, and means
carried by the body-sections and lid-section

Such a suit-case 1s

756,925

for securing the same together, substantially
aS speclﬁed

9. In a suit-case, a lid-section comprising 2
steel rim and metal connecting-pieces 8 pass-
ing from one side of said rim to the other tor
supporting the 11andle, substantially as speci-

fied.
3. Inasuit-case, a hd-sectlon adapted to re-

celve opposwelyndlsposed body- sectlons said

lid-section comprising a solid rim, and con-
necting-strips secured to said rim for support-

ing the handle and consequently the grip, sub-

smntmlly as specified.

4. Tn a suit-case, a lid-section comprising a
solid rim, CODneCtIIlG'—StI‘lpS secured to each
side of said rim, and a handle secured to said
lid-section, substantla,lly as specified.

In testim ony whereof T have signed my name
to this specification in presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

JOHN D. WOOD.

- Witnesses:
ArLFrED A. EIcks,
M. G. IRION.
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