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UNITED STATES

Pa,tented Aprll D, 1904

PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT DE SAINT CHAMAS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

ENVELOP-CLASP.

SPECIFICATION formiﬁg' part of Letters Patent No. 756,712, dated April 5, 1904,

Application filed July 10,1903, Serial No. 164,964,

(N‘U IﬂUdEL)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ALBerRT DE SAINT CHA-
MAS, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State ot 1llinois, have invented new and useful
Improvementsin Envelop-Clasps,of which the
followingisafull, clear, and exact description.

- My invention relates to improvements in
fastening clasps or clips, and has application
to a certain novel and useful device adapted
particularly for sealing and closing envelops.

In carrying out my invention I have par-
ticularly in view as an object the provision of
a clasp or fastener which will securely seal an
envelop or similar receptacle in such manner
that the latter may be quickly and rapidly
opened by the postal authorities or other per-
sons to permit the contents to be inspected
and such envelop then be readily closed and
sealed again.

A furthel obJect of the invention isto pro-
vide a clasp or clip which shall embody the es-
sentlal and desired features of simplicity,dura-
bility, lightness, and strength in addition to
convenience of Llcsemtllat 18 to say, the clasp
may be readily adjusted and removed, while
at the same time it will form a safe and reli-
able closure.

With the above-recited objects and others
of a similar nature in view my invention con-
sists 1n the construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts,asis described in this speci-
Hcation, delineated in the accompanying draw-
1ngs, and set Torth in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1n which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a view of an envelop sealed
through the agency of my improved fastener.
Fig. 2 is a detail view of the mouth or upper
edge portion of the envelop, showing the fas-
tener applied thereto. Fig.3 isalongitudinal
sectional view taken through an envelop hav-
1ng my clasp applied thereto, showing the rel-
ative positions of the tongues of the clasp and
the top edge portion of the envelop when the
clasp is in use; and Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are plan
views, and Kig. 7 is a perspective view, show-

ing slightly-modified forms of clasps. TFig. 8
1S' 2 view showing the epphcatwn to an en-
velop of a fastener such as 1s 1llustrated in
Fig. 7. TFig. 9 is a sectional view taken on
the line 9 9 of Fig. 8. Fig. 10 is a similar
view taken on the line 10 10 of Kig. &.
Referring now to the accompanying draw-

1ngs in detail, A designates an envelop or

similar receptacle designed to have my im-
proved fastener or clasp applied thereto, such
clasp being designated as a whole by B. As
will be seen, this clasp comprises a body por-
tion in the form of a plate, preferably of rela-
tively greater length than width, such plate
being of metal or of any other suitable mate-
rial, and the edges or corners of the plate are
rounded or curved, as at & 6 b b, so that there
will be no sharp projecting corners to catch
and tear the material of the receptacle to which
the fastener is applied. This plate has stamped
therefrom at approximately the central por-
tion thereot a plurality of upwardly-extend-

formed between the edges of the tongue and
the body portion of the plate, so as to allow
the paper or material of the receptacle to be

readily placed between the tongues and the

plates, said slot being in most instances ap-
proximately U-shaped, this being due to the
tact that the tongue, which is free or cut away
from the body of the plate on three sides, 1s
formed integral with said plate at i1ts fourth
side. Cut In the transverse sides of the plate,
approximately in the same line as the longi-
tudinal edges ¢ ¢ of the tongues, are the notches
0" §’. These notehed portions of the plate, in
addition to acting as a guide for folding or
bending the. plate along the line approxi-
mately from notch to notch, also provide
smooth curved edges against which the top of
the envelop may rest when the device is in
use. It will be observed in connection with
this clasp that a central wall ¢* is formed be-
tween the tongues ¢, this wall, in addition to
adding to the stability of the device, acting
as a means for protecting the edge of the en-
velop when the fastener is applied thereto.
From the above description, taken in con-
nection with the drawings, the construction
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and manner of using the fastener will be read-
1ly apparent. When it is desired to apply the
fastener to an envelop, the upper edge of the
latter 1s folded or bent over, as shown at A’

A? in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively, and the.

tongues ¢ ¢ of the clasp are bent out slightly
from the plate and slipped or inserted beneath

the fold, so that they occupy the position
shown in dotted lines in said figures. The

plate forming the clasp is then folded or bent

upon itself on approximately a longitudinal
line extending from one notch &’ to the other,
so that the upper portion of the plate above
said line lies approximately parallel with the
lower portion of the plate—that is to say, the

plate is folded or doubled—and as the edge |

of the envelop lies between the doubled por-
tions of the plate, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and
3, the envelop will be securely and safely
sealed. |

By reference to Fig. 3 it will be seen that
one portion of the plate B, which I have des-
ignated by B’, bears against one face of the
envelop Whﬂe the opposite portion of the
plate B (deswnated by B?) bears upon the op-
posite side of said envelop., the material of the
latter being clamped between said portions B’

and B”.

In KFig. 5 is shown another form of my fas-
tener, there being in this instance but one

relativel v long tongue ¢’ instead of two of such

portions, as hereinbefore described. In Fig.
6 the side edges of the tongue ¢* are slightly
inclined toward each other instead of lying
approximately parallel, as do the sides of the
tongue members ¢ ¢’, hereinbefore referred to.
By reference to Figs. 7, 8, 9, and 10 it will
be seen thata clasp 18 shown substantially like
that described in detail with reference to Kigs.
1, 2, 3, and 4; but the lower edge portion “of
the cla,Sp, as shown at B’, is bent back upon

the body portion, so that when the upper edge

of the clasp 1s bent for the purpose of apply-
ing the device to an envelop said device will
be provided with a compound fold or bend.
When a clasp having the fold B®is applied to
an envelop, such as is shown in Fig. 2, this
fold B’ will cover the open edge portion or
mouth of the bag or envelop, thereby protect-
ing such part from injury through tearing
and the like. The crease of the fold B’ will

- cover the edge of themouth portion, while the
main part of the fold will extend inward and
upward between the body of the bag and the

folded edgethereof.
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Theclaspshownin Figs.

ficing any of the advantages thereof.
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7,8, 9, and 10 1s also promded with a plurality
ot tontr'ues e ¢

The numerous advantages incident to my
device other than those above described will
be immediately evident. For instance, tne
clasp can be used many times upon any en-

velop or similar receptacle and leaves.such re-

ceptacle in perfect condition—that is to say,
does not tear or otherwise injure or mar the

same—and, if desired, one clasp can be used to
seal seveml envelops at the same tfime—that
is to say, the envelops may be placed oneupon
the other with their open edge portions in
alinement and the clasp applied thereto in the
ordinary manner.

While T have herein shown and described
one preferred embodiment of my invention, I
wish it to be understood that I do not con-

fine myself to all the precise details of con-

struction, as there may be modifications and
variations in regard to details without depart-
ing from the Spirit of the invention or sacri-
For 1n-
stance, the. tongue portions may be cut 1n a
variety of shapes and the clasp may be of any
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preferred size suitable for the purpose for

‘which it is intended.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desiretosecure by Letters Patent—

1. A clasp comprising a bocdy portion in the

form of a plate and adapted to be folded upon
itself, atongue portion cut from said body por-
tion in such manner that a U-shaped slot is
formed between the tongue and the material
of the body portion, said tongue being adapt-
ed to have its free end lie adjacent to and par-
allel with the fold of the body portion, and a
second fold formed. in the plate at the oppo-
site edge portions from the first-mentioned
fold, substantmlly as set forth.

9. A clasp comprising a body portion hav—
ing the lower edge thereotf folded back upon
the main portion, the opposite edge portion of
the plate being also adapted to be folded back
upon the main portion of the plate,and a tongue
stamped from the material of said plate, a
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slot being formed between the plate and the

tongue, substantmlly as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name

“to this specificationin the presence of two sub—

scribing witnesses.
ALBERT DE SAINT OHAMAS

Witnesses:
HexrYy W EISSENBACH,

- Mrs. W. S. Reeb.
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