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(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip C. NowELS, a citl-

- zen of the United States, residing at Rockwell
City, in the county of Calhoun and State of

5 Jowa, have invented a new and usetul Lacing-
String Fasteéner, of which the following is a
specification. _

My object 1s to provide a simple, neat,
strong, and durable device specially adapted
10 to be fixed to shoes for fastening the ends of
lacing-strings securely as required to retain
a shoe closed upona person’s foot and to pre-
vent the annoyances incident to the ends of
strings becoming untied, hanging down to be
15 tread upon, and allowing the shoe to open
across the instep of the wearer’s foot. |
My 1nvention consists in the construction,
arrangement, and combination of a tubular
eyelet an open-ended tube, and a disk pro-
20 vided with twointegral tenguee, with a shoe,
as hereinafter set forth, pointed out in my
claims, and 1llustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a view of a tubular rivet, and
25 HKig. 9 an open-ended tube adapted to be placed
on the rivet to be clamped fast to a shoe. Fig.

- 3 1s a top view of a disk provided with inte-
oral tongues. TFig. 4 is an enlarged trans-
verse sectionel view and shows the positions

30 of the three distinct parts relative to each
other and the shoe-leather to which they are

Jointly fastened. Xig. 5 shows two of my de-

vices applied to a shoe as required for prac-
tical use.

The letter « designatesatubular metal rivet
of common form, and ) an open-ended tube
that is enlarged at its lower end to producean
annular clamp ¢, adapted to engage and fasten
to the outside surtace of shoe-leather, asshown
40 in Kig. 4, and as required to prevent 1t from

rotating on the rivet «. A metal disk & has
a. central opening to admit the passage of the
rivet ¢ and two integral tongues # at its cir-
cumtference that are produced by cutting sec-
45 tlons 1n the form of arecs, loose excepting at
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one end, and then bending them up at their

fast ends to.extend parallel with the disk, but
in a higher plane, as required, to admit lacing-
strings to be drawn under the tongues, as
shown in Fig. 5, to retain the ends of strmﬂ's
fastened.

To jointly fix the three metal parts @, 6, and
d to a shoe, the rivet ¢ is first passed through
the central opening in the disk @, the tube &
then placed on the rivet, and the rivet passed
through an aperture in the leather and its

lower end turned outward and clenched fast,

as shown in Fig. 4. All the partsare thus se-
curely fastened together and fixed to the
leather to remain stationary relative to each
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other, so that when lacing-strings are drawn

tight, as required to close a shoe over the in-
step, the ends of the strings can be readily
colled around the tube 6 and then slipped under
the tongues 7, as shown in Fig. 5, to be se-
curely detachably fastened. Reverse move-
ments of the ends loosen them.

It is obvious the metal parts @, 4, and d may
vary in size and weight as requlred for fineor
coarse shoes. It is elso obvious that when the
one end of a lacing-string 18 fastened to the
shoe and then laced from the lower end of the
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shoe to the top the one end of the string only

will have tobe fastened at the top of the shoe,
and consequently only one of my devices Wlll
be required to be fixed tothe shoe. Itisalso
obviousmy invention is adapted to be fixedto
corsets and other articles of apparel that re-

quire parts to be drawn together and fastened
by means of lecmﬂ'-etrmﬁ*s

Having thus set torth the constructlon ap-

phcetlon and manner of use of my invention,
its practical utility will be readily understood
by persons familiar with the use of lacing-
strings; and -

What I claim as new, and demre to secure
by Letters Patent, is— -

1. Ina laGIHG'-StI‘IIIG‘ fastener, the combina-
tion of a metal disk hevmcr a central aperture
and a tongue at its circumference, a tubular
rivet in said aperture and an open-ended tube
on the rivet, as and for the purposes stated.
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9. A lacing-string fastener consisting of a | the manner shown and described for the pur-
metal disk having a central aperture and two | poses stated.
integral tongues at its circumference, a tubu- |

lar eyelet extended through said aperture, an | - DAVID C. NOWELS.
5 open-ended metal tube on the eyelet and its Witnesses: |
lower end enlarged and the three parts jointly O. A. LEONARD,

fixed to the edge of an article of clothing in | Ep. W. Burce.
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