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To all whom it may concerwn:

Beitknownthat I, Wirnriam W. TowNSEND,
of Rutland, county of Rutland, State of Ver-
mont, have invented an Improvement in Sur-
gical or Obstetrical Sheets, of which the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification, like
characters on the drawings representing like
parts. l |

This invention relates to waterproof sheets
which are used for protecting the bedding in
surgical operations, obstetrics, irrigations,
and cases where there is a considerable flow
of liquid which should be conducted into a
suitable receptacle.

The object of my invention is to produce a
waterproof sheetadapted for the above-named
purposes, 1n which means are provided for
enabling the sheet to be readily bent into dif-
ferent forms, so as to conform to the shape of

the body and to provide a trough for conduct-

ing the liquid into a suitable receptacle, and

which will cause the sheet to retain such

torms. I accomplish this object by providing

5 the sheet with pockets in which flexible non-

elastic strips of metal are placed, which are
capable of supporting the sheet in the form
in which they are bent.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view,
and Fig. 2 a side elevation, of my device in a
position of use. TFig. 3 is a partial longi-
tudinal section thereof on an enlarged scale.
Fig. 4 15 a cross-section, on an enlarged scale.
illustrating-a portion of one of the ribs.

As 1llustrated in the drawings, the sheet «
1s of waterproof material and is preferably
made of considerably greater length than
width and tapering so that it is materially
wider at one end than the other, as shown in
dotted outlines in Fig. 1. A drawing-string
0 is arranged in the sheet at its widest end,
andl one side of the sheet is provided at suit-
able Intervals with a series of transversely-
extending pockets ¢, ¢, and ¢, in each of which
a metal rod or wire 7 is located. These rods
are preferably of aluminium,lead composition,
or other soft, flexible, but non-elastic metal,

which 1s capable of being bent into different
shapes and of retaining the shape into which
1t 1s bent. I preferably provide one of these
rod-containing pockets near each end of the

sheet and one near the middle thereof, as
shown. |

In using my device for the purposes above

~mentioned the larger end of the sheet is bent

about a convenient portion of the body, as
the waist or a limb, so that the sheet will lie

“beneath the part to be treated or operated

upon. The ends of the drawing-string are
then tied to hold the sheet from displacement.
Therods Fare then bent upward at their ends,
thereby holding up the edges of the sheet, as
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, so as to form a
trough. The small end of the sheet is di-
rected over the side of the bed, and a suitable
receptacle 1s arranged beneath it, so that the

liquid which runs onto the sheet will be

drained 1nto the receptacle.

By making the sheet tapering, as shown,
important advantages are secured, as it may
be macde to conform to the body to better ad-
vantage than 1f it were rectangular. It also
enables the partto be operated upon to be in-
closed on three sides, leaving the other side
open, so that the part is readily accessible.
When the large end is secured about the body,
as shown in Fig. 2, the sides will be drawn
upward to an extent, assisting the rodsin hold-
Ing the edges of the sheet elevated.

Slits are formed in the end of each pocket

near one end, so that the rods may be removed
and rolled into a small compass and the sheet
may be folded in a small bundie.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. A waterproof sheet for the purpose de-
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scribed, having a series of flexible, non-elastic -

metal rods connected thereto and extending
across the same to support the edge portion of
sald sheet in various positions, substantially
as described. o -

2. A waterproof sheet for the purpose de-

scribed, having one end wider than the other, -
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securing means at the wide end and a series of | versely thereof, said supports acting to hold
ﬂemble, non-elastic supports connected to the | the longer edge portions of said sheet in va- 15
sheet, substantially as described. ‘rious positions to form a trough-shaped re-
3. A waterproof sheet, having a series of | ceptacle, substantially as and for the purpose
5 flexible, non-elastic supports secured thereto | described.
and extending transversely thereof, said sup- In testimony whereof I have signed my name
ports acting to hold the edge portions of said | to this specification in the presence of two sub- 2o
sﬁeet én variousl posiﬁlons, tciplform a,dtrouﬁ'llll- scribing witnesses.
shaped receptacle, substantially as and for the
1o purpose describ od. WILLIAM W. TOWNbEND
4. A waterproof sheet of elongated form Witnesses:
having a series of flexible, non—elastlc sup- Tros. C. ROBBINS
ports Seeured thereto and extending trans- | Waryne BaiLgy.
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