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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Joux A. FORNE 7Y, a cltl-
zen of the United Stetes residing at Reading,

in the county of Berks and State of Pennsyl-

vanla, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Picks for Musical Instru-
ments, of which the following is a
tion.

- My invention relates to improvements in
stringed-musical-instrument picks of that class
which are in the form of skeleton thimbles

adapted to be placed upon the ends of the
fingers.

The object of my invention is to prowde a

simple, durable, and comparatively inexpen-
sive device of this character which will effect-
1vely protect the finger-tip of the user without
interfering in the least with his playing.
With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fully described, and

pa,rtleulerly pointed out in the eppended
claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is

a perspective view of a hand with three of my

improved picks applied toits fingers. Fig. 2
1s a bottom plan view of a pick for one of the
fingers. Fig. 3is aside elevation of the same.
Fig. 4 1s an end elevation of the same. . Fig.
5 1s a perspective view of a pick for use upon
the thumb.

Referring to the dra,wmgs by numerals, 1
denotes a plck adapted for use upon one of the
fingers of the hand and comprising an annu-
lar band or ring-like body portion 2 and a

-gtriking or picking portion 3 in the form of
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tion at right angles, as shown.

a semilcircular loop, secured to said body por-

The body por-
tion 2, which is preferably of metal, is of sub-

sta,ntlelly frusto-conical form, contracting in

diameter toward its outer end, "and split tmns—

versely, as at 4, to permit 1t to spring open
slightly when the finger 1s pressed nto it, so

that 1t will elmg to the end of the finger.
The opening 4 1s in the center of the top or
upper side of the -body portion, and upon its

 bottom or under side is an open semicircular

projecting portion 5, which serves as a brace

5o for the picking portlen or loop 8 and also as

specifica-

a shleld or guard for the finger-tip to prevent
1t from coming in contact with the strings of
the musical 1nstrument The said projecting
portion 5 is preferably formed integral with
the ring or band, as shown, and extends ap-
proximately half the Iencrth of the picking
portion or loop 3 or as far as the end of the
finger-tip, so as to effectively protect it and
previde a sufficient bearing for the under side
and end of the finger. The picking portion

~or loop 3 is substantially semicircular in form,

extending longitudinally around the end of the

| finger and having one of its ends secured to

the top of the body portion 2, adjacent to the
opening 4, and its other end secured to the
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brace portion 5 and the bottom of said body

portion 2. Said loop 3 is preferably con-

structed of stiff wire, and its ends are soldered

or otherwise secured to the body portion. At
the center of the loop, in line with the finger,

1s formed an abrupt projection or point 6

which engages the string of the musical in-
strument in plevmcr thereon By making the
portion 3 substantially round or of semieircu—
lar form and forming the same with an ab-

rupt point, as shown, it will be seen that the

strings of the instrument may be readily en-
gaged and released by a very limited move-
ment of the fingers and any one string may
be readily pleked without liability ot sound-

ing the adjacent strings.

In Fhigs. 1 and 5 of the drawings I have illus-

trated a plek 11 which is edepted for use upon
‘the thumb. It comprisesa split band or ring-

like body portion 12, similar to the body por-
tion 2 of the hnﬁ*er‘-pmk 1, and a picking por-
tion or loop 13, which cor responds to the por-
tion 3 of the said finger-pick. The said loop
13, however, instead of being at right angles
18 dlsposed dleﬁ'ona,lly or at an angle of about

forty-five degrees with respect. to the body

portion, and the brace portion 5 of the finger-
pick 1 1s omitted in the thumb-pick 11, since
1t 1s unnecessary to make said loop of oreat
length, and the band or body portion 12 emply
protects the end of the thumb.

The use, operation, and advantages of my
invention Wlll be rea,dlly anderstood from the
foregoing description, taken in connection
with the accompenying drawings. It will be
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understood thatsaid picksare placed, as shown
in Flg. 1, upon the ends of the thumb and as
many of the fingersas it is necessary to use in
performing upon the instrument to be played.

By the use of my unplovul picks a more
positive action of the fingers upon the strings
1s obtained, and the wear “which usually comes
upon the fingers and finger-nails is thrown
upon the picks, so that the fingers are prevent-
ed from becoming sore and the nails from be-
ing broken. By theprovision of the combined
brace and guard portion 5 the pick is mate-
rially strengthened and a sufficient bmrmo—
surface 1s provided for the ends of the fingers
at the point where the greatest strain occurs.
By making the loops 3 and 13 round, with the
point 7 very abrupt, the strings may be picked
with greater ease, since it is not necessary to

raise the fingers from the str ings to any great
extent.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,

756,348

and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-

ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of

this invention.

Having thus descr ibed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15— _

A pick comprising an annular band, adapt-
ed to be placed on the end of a finger, split
transversely on its upper side and having an
outwardly-projecting portiononitslowerside,
for the purpose set forth, and a substantially
semicircular loop, projecting from the front
side of the band, having its ends attached to
the upper and lower sides thereof, and pro-
vided on its front side with an abrupt projec-

tion forming a pmkmw-pomt substantially as

described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in presence of two wit-
nesses. -

JOHN A. FORNEY.

Witnesses: |
CHARLES KOCHER,
TooMmas H. SCHNIEK.
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