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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, RoBERT P. ADAMS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at James-

town, in the county of Cha,utauqua and State

of New York, have invented a new and useful

Lumber—Sorter s Toe-Cap, of which the follow-

ing, taken in connection with the accompany-

ing drawings, isa full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion.

" The objects of my invention are to provide

- a metallic covering for the toe which will pro-
- tect the foot-gear of persons engaged in han-

dling and measuring large quantities of lum-
ber, such as lumber-sorters, and specially
lumber in the rough, and to make the cap with
a spur at the tip and a serrated upper surface,

by means of which the user can easily engage
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the lumber, and to provide means for properly

securing the cap in position upon the foot as

against the strains of such usage.
In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a

~ tion of a foot with my toe-cap secured thereon

in the act of raising a board. Fi
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_ . 2 1s a full-
sized .plan view of my toe-cap as shaped for

the left foot and without the means for secur-

ing to the foot.

Similar numerals refer to corresPOIldlng
parts in both views. -

The numeral 1 is the toe-cap, Whlc]il 1S Usu-
ally made of aluminium, brass, or some metal
to which the snow and ice will not adhere.
It is found that these metals are sufficiently
strong to erndure the strains put upon the cap
in such service. Itisapparent, however, that

a cap struck from sheet-steel by means of

suitable dies would serve a good purpose. In

- such rough service as handhng fresh-sawed
* lumber the cap should fit the toe of the shoe
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fairly well, and I usually make them rights
and lefts in form. This difference in form
will be easily seen and appreeiated.

A spur or projection 2 is provided on the
point of the toe-cap, which I usually make
wedﬂ'e—sheped for ease 1n inserting beneath a
board or in separating boards. The upper

side 3 of spur 2 is usually made shorter than
the under side, theslant being given to the un-

side eleva-

der 81de thus formmﬁ' the Spur, o that it more

“easily catches the edge of a board. Spur 2

should be made strong, since upon this spur
devolves a large share of the work. The edge

of the sole 4 is usually projected somewhat
because of the heavy wear from coming in

contact with the rough boards. The major
portion of the wear, however, comes upon
the upper side of the cap. 1 therefore pre-
fer to make it with a raised portion or'rib up

over the point of the toe, as at 5, and I notch.

or serrate rib 5, as at 6, in order thet notches
6 may assist spur 2 in ca,tchmg and holding
the lumber. The curved sides 7 of the cap

are covered with thin metal sufficient to pro-
The under side of the cap
is usually roughened, as at 8, in order that

tect the foot-gear.

the wearer may retain his foothold. This 1s
specially needful on high lumber piles.
Raised bosses 9 are provided on each side
of therear edge of the cap with slots 10 therein
forattachingstraps1l. Straps 11 pass around
the foot, resting just above the curve of the
heel, as shown ; in Fig. 1, and are buckled, so
as to hold the cap ﬁrmly in. position. On ac-
count of the vertical strain in raising heavy

boards with the cap a second strap 12 1s pro-

vided, whieh passes around the foot vertically

as compared with strap 11 and is attached to
strap 11 to hold the straps in position.

When in use, the toe-cap may be attached
to each foot if the user prefers; but most users
use one toe-cap at a time and that one on the

left foot, and they train their left foot to raise
The best way to use

and handle the boards
the toe-cap is to insert the pomt of spur 2 be-
neath the board 13 and raise up the edge,
pushing the cap and foot beneath the board
as it rises, bringing the board and foot into
about the pOSlthIl shown -in Fig. 1, in which
position the board-rule may be easﬂy and In-
stantly applied, after which the board is
pushed aside a,nd a fresh boa,rd is brought
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into position for measuring in like manner.

1t is obvious that such rigorous use would
quickly wear out a leather boot or shoe and

| that my metal cap serves an admlrable pur-




&2

10

L5

pose 1n protecting the foot-gear, as well as en-
abling the user to accomplish his purpose eas-
ier and much quicker.

My toe-cap would partially accomplish my
purpose without a spur 2, since the serrations
6 would engage the board and the shoe would
be protected. I prefer the wedge -shaped
spur 2; but any suitable shape could be used

and not depart from my invention.

I claim as new—

1. A mectallic toe-cap having asuitable form
to fit the toe of a boot or shoe, means for _se-
curing sald cap to the foot, and astrong sharp-

“pointed prong extending out straight from

the toe of sald capto engage lumber, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.
2. A metallic cap having a suitable form

to fit the toe of a boot or shoe, means for se- |
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curing sald cap on the foot, a raised rib ex-
tending up the toe of the cap, serrations on
sald raised rib for engaging the lumber.

3. A cap having a suitable form to fit the

-toe of-a- boot or shoe, a wedge-shaped spur 2

on the toe of said cap, a raised curved rib 5
extending up the front of said cap from said

spur, serrations 6 on sald rib for engaging

lumber, and suitable means for securing said
cap on the foot.
In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses.
ROBERT P. ADAMS.
“Witnesses: -

A. W. KeETTLE, N
. ABTHUR BaLpwin.
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