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To all whom it may concerm:
Be-it known thatI, Pryor L. NE11, a citizen

- of the United States, and a resident of Boise, in

10

the county of Ada and State of Idaho, have in-
vented a new and useful Mail-Bag for Railway

Dervice, of which the following is a SpBClﬁCEL-

tion, refer ence bemg had to the accompanying
drawings as constituting a part thereof.

My invention relates to mail-bags and the
means for delivering and ea,tchmcr the same

.~ from a traveling maﬂ -car; and my invention

has for its obJeet to obtelnemell bag suitable
for the service required of it and to provide

means tor holding the same in proper position
fordelivering and plekmcr up while mail-train
passes a station.

The style of bag- C&I‘I'lelU’ device to be pro-
vided on the crane at the station and also on

- the railway-car resembles in its general char-
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. drop down when the bag is arranged in the-

- to keep the socket open and a.

acter the well-known catcher-arm. |

In the drawings above referred to Figure
1 represents my 1mproved mail-bag. F10' 2
shows perspectively a tray holdmcr nmy mail-
bag on the mail-bar in position to be deliy-
ered at the station. Fig. 3 is a plan view of
the articulated fastener for the mouth of the
bag. Fig. 4is a detail of the construction of
such fastener. Hig. 5 1s a section on the line
z ot Fig. 1, and Figo. 6 is a detail of the un-
der side of the bottom of the tray E.

The letters designate the parts referred to.
- The bag A is constructed of canvas or other
suitable material.
1s securely sewed or riveted a socket B, con-
structed of leather or other suitable ﬂemble
material and lined with a metal tube 3’, so as

S0 to prevent

the wear of such socket.
serted a straight member ¢ of the ring C. Such
straight member ¢* is longer than the socket
B, the object of which -construction is to give
the. ring C some play, so that it may be ar-
rano*ed that either of the sides ¢ or c will

position 111 which it 1s shown in FIO‘ 2. The

- portion ¢ of the ring C is thlckened S0 as to
be better able to stand the wear to Whlch such
portion is subjected in its contact with the
catcher arm or hook while delivering and re-
5o ceiving mail on a moving train.

At the bottom of the bag

In the socket isin-

tongue d".

To held the mail- bag in pmpel position for

| -the catcher arm or. hook to enter the eye of -

the ring, I provide a tray E, consisting of a

51de and bottom and means for holdmg the
ring in a vertical position while the mail-bag
18 resting on the tray. Such rlncr-holdmg

means consist of angular portions ¢ and the
spring f, bearing against the former and
adapted to clamp the dependent portion of the
ring when the mail-bag is arranged as shown
in KFig. 2. The described ring-holding con-
trivances are provided on. both the side and
bottom of the tray E, so that the tray is re-
versible, and thusadapted to be used on either
side of the car. One of my trays or supports
1s provided on the car and other of similar

construction on a crane or other suitable sup—-
port at the station.

The tray used on the car should be slidably or

| removably supported by any suitable means,

(not deemed necessary to show in this applica-

tion,) so that the same may be removed when
not 1n service.

In using my improved mail-bag it is neces-

sary that the mail-car be provided with a

catcher-arm, and the crane at the station must
also be provided with a suitable arm adapted,

hike the catcher-arm, to enter the eye of the

ring C and pick up the mail-bag A off the tray
as the train speeds by. A suitable means for
this purpose forms the subject of a separate
application for Letters Patent by me, the ap-
pllcatlon of which bears date June 6 1902,
and is hereby referred to. The utlhty' of my
improved mail-bag is also fully explained n
my sald concurrent appheetmn for Letters
Patent. |

As the mouth or open end of the mail- bag
will be subjected to considerable strain, I have
provided for the same a fastener D, consist-
ing of a jointed metal strap of three or more
jointed curved links, a plate &', provided with
a staple d°, a slotted hasp &, and leather

strong and difficult to tamper. with, the same

18 constructed of one piece bent over curved

links, as illustrated by d° @° in Fig. 4. The

plate d' in Fig. 8 is riveted to the material of
the bag by means of the staple ¢®, having re-
duced ends inserted through perforetlons in

In order to make such fastener
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2.

said plate d" and like perforations in a plate
d’, said staple ends being riveted, and the
tongue &%, of leather, is provided to be inserted
through the link &’ to pull the fastener tightly
around the material when closing the mouth
of the bag, so that the slotted hasp or mem-
ber ¢* may be inserted over the staple &° and
the hasp secured by a lock in the usual man-
ner. The impact of the ‘‘carrier-arm” with
the ring C will cause a considerable strain on
the socket B and the fastening of the same—
that 1s, the stitching or riveting thereof to

the pouch. To distribute such strainasevenly

as possible, the bottom of the pouch consists
of astraight fold ¢', asshown in Figs. 1, 2, and
5. ‘In the usual round - bottom pouch the
strain on such fastening of the socket B would
be too uneven and by reason thereof such
socket would be more apt to be pulled off.

Having fully described my invention, now
what | elmm and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. In a mail- bag, the combination Wlth the
pouch of a socket, B, attached at the bottom
thereof, a stiﬁening and wear lining for the
socket, and a D-shaped ring in such socket,
the latter being of lesser length than the

width of the ring, so that such ring is mov-
able endwise, substantially as descrlbed
9. In a mail- bag, the combination with the

pouch of a socket, B, attached at the bottom

thereof, a stiffening and wear lining for the
socket, and a D-shaped ring, C, 1n said socket,
the latter being .of lesser length than the
width of the ring, so that such ring is mov-
able endwise, and the said ring, C, having a
thickened portion ¢’ for the purpose specified,
substantially as described.

3. In amail-bag the combination of a pouch
having a straight-fold bottom, the socket, B,

| which are inserted the Vertlca,l bars,
‘the contiguous link, the folded plate, d', fas-
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lining for such socket, and a D-shaped ring
in such socket, the latter being of lesser

length than the width of the ring,.._ so that such

ring is movable endwise, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. The combination with the mouth of the
pouch of an encircling fastening therefor con-
sisting of a plurality of flat, curved metal
links, &’ d° d’, each made in one piece, bent

together and provided with a socket, £ at

one end, in which are inserted the vertical
bars, &', of the contiguous link, the folded

plate, d” fastened to the pouch and provided

with a socket av, holdmg the link &, a staple,
d’, hasp &' and tongue a4, substantmllv s de-
scrlbed

5. A mail-bag consisting of a pouch having
a stralght-fold bottom, a socket, B, attached

to such bottom, a stiffening and wear lining

for such socket, a D-shaped ring in said

socket, the latter being of lesser length than

the width of the ring, so that the ring is mov-
able endwise, and an encircling fastener for
the mouth of the pouch consisting of a plu-
rality of flat, curved metal links, & d°® &',
each made in one piecé, bent together and
provided with a socket, ¢, at one end in

d*, of

tened to the pouch and provided with a soeket
d”, holding the link d°, a staple, d°, hasp d*
and tongue &, substantially as described.

In testlmony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature, in the presence of two
witnesses, this 6th day of June, 1902.

PRYOR L. NEIL.

Witnesses:

T. J. GEiSLER
EmMma HOWATSON

“attached to such bottom, a stiffening and wear -
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