- No. 756,040. _ | - - PATENTED MAR. 29, 1904.
K. R. MOULTON. .

DESK COVER.

. APPLICATION FILED SEPT. 11, 1903.
N0 MODEL. |

o
- -
- - -
- -
------
- r
.
-
-
- T W

-----

H W,

Corteesses: | | B  Beverdsn

%%’;‘7( _. M - meé ””eﬂg’”




) &

20

25

20

35

40

- No. '756,040.

UNITED STATES

Patented March 29, 1904.

PATENT OFFICE.

KATHERINE R. MOULTON, OF LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS.

DESK-COVER.

b

S_PECIFIGATION fermi_ng part of Letters Pe,tent No. '7 56,040, da.ﬁed Mafeh?g, 1904.

(No model.)

Application filed September 11,1903, Serial No. 172,726,

To all whom /'t may concern:

Be it known thatI, Karaerine R: MoULTON,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Lynn, county of Essex, and State of Mas-

sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in

- Desk- (,ovel s, of which the following descrip-

tion, in connection with the accompanying
dra,wmgs is a specification, like numerals on
the drawings representing like parts.

object of the invention is to promde a novel

cover which when applied to the top of a
school-desk will make a clean surtace to the

desk. ‘-
The tops or lids of school-desks are com-

monly made of wood, and after some use they

become more or lese dirty, especially if the
pupil occupying the desk is not neat. Owing

~to the color and material of the desk-tops, the
dirty condition of them is not particularly no-

ticeable, and as a consequence the tops of most,
school-desks are in such a condition that they
soll very quickly the clothes of the pupil oc-
cupying them, especially the sleeves. Itis to
obviate this dlﬁeulty that 1 have made my
present invention, which comprises a desk-
cover adapted to be applied to the top of any
desk and which has a washable surface, pref-
erably of some light color. Since the cover
has a light color, it shows the dirt very plainly,
and thus stimulates the pupil to efforts to keep
the desk clean. The washable surface is such
that it can be readily cleaned by merely wash-
ing with a damp cloth. The cover is made

detachable from the desk, so that it is possible

for each pupil to own his or her own cover
and use i1t on any desk to which he or she is

assigned. As a result each pupil can have a

perfectly clean surface on the desk to work
on regardless of the character of the pupils
who have previously occupied the desk.

In the drawings I have illustrated one form
In which my invention may- bé embodied.
- Figure 1 is a perspective of a school-desk
having my improved cover applied thereto.
Fig. 2 1s a section on the line «, Fig. 1. Fig.

'3 1s a sectlon.on the line y, Fig. 1.

The desk 3 may be of any suitable or usual

This invention relates to desk-covers, and
especially to covers for school-desks; and the

construction. In this form of my invention
my desk-cover comprises two parts 5 and 6,
which are hinged too'ether, the part 5 bemO'
fixedly secured to a fixed portion of the desk
so that the part 6 will lie over and cover the
slanting portion of the desk. |
“Where my Invention is applied fto a ‘desk

havmg a hinged lid, as 4, the hinged connec-

tion between the two parts of the cover will
preferably be made to coincide with the hinged
connection between the lid 4 and the fixed por-
tion.7 of the desk-top, though this arrange-
ment is not absolutely essential o my inven-
tion. I preferably give the portion 5 of the
cover such a size and shape that it will extend
from the usual pencil-groove 8, which it leaves
uncovered, forward sufficiently to cover the
flat portion 7 of the desk, and if the desk has
an ink-well 8 the portion 5 will preferably be
provided with an aperture 9 directly over the
ink-well to provide access thereto. The fixed
portion 5 of the cover will be secured to the
desk in any suitable way. As herein illus-
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trated, I secure to the under side of said por-

tion at each end thereof attaching-tabs 10,
which are adapted to be folded around the
edge of the portion 7 of the desk and secured

thereto, as seen 1n Figs. 1 and 2. These tabs
are herein shown as heving eyelets 11 therein,

which are buttoned over projections, such as

tacks or screws 12. To strengthen the cover,
1 pretfer to make the tabs 10 part of a tape 14,
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which extends clear across thecoverand which

18 glued or otherwise secured to the under side
of the portion 5. The tabs 10 may be either
elastic or non-elastic, although I prefer to use
elastic tabs, which can be stretched slightly in
order to better button the eyelets over the

tacks 12 when the cover is being applied to

the desk. The hinged connection between the
portions 5 and 6 is herein illustrated as being

formed by astrip 16, of fibrous material, which

extends clear across the cover along the meet-
ing edges of the parts 5 and 6 and which is
olued or otherwise permanently seeured to
each of sald portions.

I prefer to makethe coversof some light but

‘stiff materialin sheet form—such, for metanee,
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as eardboa,_rdr leather-board, &c. —and to olve
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the cover a washable surface I propose to var-
nish orotherwise treat the upper surface there-
of, so as to make it waterproof. -

The upper surface of the cover ispreferably
of some light color—such as white, light yel-
low, or cream color—which readily shows the
dirt.

The advantages of my improved cover are
that 1t can be readily cleaned by merely wash-
Ing with a damp cloth, and thus the working
surface of the desk can be kept clean very
much easier than the wooden top of the desk
can be. Since the cover is detachable, it can
be owned by the pupil using it, and whenever
any pupil changes desks she can take with her

her own desk-cover, and thus be assured of a

clean desk-top under all circumstances. 'With
my invention, therefore, a child who is par-
ticular about her clothes will not be annoved
sy having herdress soiled from the desk which
')1eV10usl\ was occupied by the pupil who is
slovenly about her appearance.

Another advantage of my invention is that
the light color of the covers makes the school-
room much lighter, because of the light re-
flected from them.

Still another advantage is that the cover
makes a place between it and the desk-top 4
1n which flat papers, drawings, &c., may be
keptin a clean and flat condltlon thus Increas-
ing the capacity of the desk.

While 1 have herein illustrated one form in
which my invention may be embodied. I do
not wish to be limited to the exact details of
construction illustrated, as various changes in

such details may be made without depm ting

from the mventlon expressed in the appendud
claims.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Leuters
Patent, is—

1. A desk-cover adapted to be removably
applied to and to serve as a protecting-cover
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for the regular top of a desk, said cover com-
prising two parts hinged together, and means
to detachably secure one of said parts to the
top of the desk, said part covering the back
side of the desk—t()p and the other part cover-
ing the front portion of the desk-top and heing
free to be raised therefrom.

2. A desk-cover to be removably applied to
and to serve asa protecting-cover for the regu-
lar top of a desk, said cover being made of

two pieces of cardboard hinged ton'(,ther one.

of sald piecesadapted to restﬂatl yonand cover
the back side of the desk-top, and the other
piece adapted to rest flatly on and be sup-
ported throughout its entire surface by the
front portion of the desk-top, and means to de-
tachably secure it to the first-named part of
the desk. |
3. A desk-cover havmg a washable surface
and comprising two parts hinged together, one

part adapted to cover the slanting portion of

the desk-top and being free to be raised there-
from and the other part adapted to cover the
horizontal portion of the desk-top, and means
to detachably secure said- latter- part to the

desk.

4. A desk-cover having a washable surface
and comprising two parts hmﬁ‘ed together, one
part adapted to cover t the Slantmg portlon of
the desk-top and being free to be raised there-
from, and the other part adapted to cover the
horizontal portion of the desk and havinge an
aperture coinciding with the usual ml{—well
and means to detaohably secure said latter pa,rt
to the desk.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

KATHERINE R. MOULTON.

Witnesses:
Louis C. SyirH,
ABBIiE J. BARrRry.
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