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To all whom it may concern:

- Beit known that we, CuArRLES W. JOHNSON
and JOoHN K. OLAISON citizens of the United
States,residingat aneapohs in the county of

Hennepin a,nd State of Minnesota, haveinvent-
“ed certain new and useful Improvements In
Hat-Racks; and we do hereby declare the fol-

lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, SUC]I as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it apperta,ms to make

and use the same.
Thisinvention relates to hat racks or crates

of the character used by traveling salesmen

and others for holdinga large number of hats
within a trunk, and has for its object to pro-

vide a light, eheap, and efficent demce for the

above purpose.
To the above ends the mventlon consists

ef the novel devices and combinations of de-

vices hereinafter described, and defined in the
claims.

The mventlon 1s 1llustrated in the accom-
panymﬁ' drawings, wherein like characters i in-
dicate like parts throu ghout the several views.

Figure 1 is a plan view, with parts broken
away, showing a rack or crate designed 1 in ac-
cordance with our invention. FIU' 2 18
transverse sectlon on the line #° #° of Fig. 1

and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the
detachable sections of the rack.

The numeral 1 indicates a rectangular sup-'

- porting - frame, which is formed Wlth longi-
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tudinally-extended pairs of rabbetted bars 2

and, as shown, also with supportma'—legs 3 at
1ts four corners.

For supporting each hat an adj usta,ble, de-

tachable, and reversible section is provided.
- Bach section has a rectangular base 4, prefer-

ably constructed of ratan and braced at its
corners by triangular corner-plates 5.
base 4 in both dlrectlons 1s of such dimen-
sions that it will fit within the seat afforded
by the rabbets or grooves of either pair of
bars 2. . In other words the said baseis square

and may be set within the seats afforded by

the said bars 2 in either of two positions and,
furthermore, may. be slid along to the proper
position upon the said bars, all as will herein-

of ratan, so that Whlle suth

This

after more tully appear.
of the hat depending therethreugh there 1s

of ratan. - One of these rings 6 is secured to
each rectangular base 4 by four upwardly-
bowed standards 7, that are also constructed
ciently rigid to af-
ford the proper supports are nevertheless ca-

For dlreet engage-
ment with the rim of the hat, with the crown

| provided aslightly-flexible ring 6, constructed

55

pable of being bent for a purpose which will

presently appear. The end portions of these

standards 7 are adjustably but firmly secured
to the rectangular frame 4, preferably by

wrappings 8, of split ratan, and the interme-
diate upper portlons of said standards are in
a similar manner secured to the ring 6 by

‘wrappings 9. Other devices than the wrap-

pings 8 and 9 may, however, be used for the

‘purposes stated. The rectangular frames 4

may be held in their properly-adjusted posi--

tions on the bars 2 by a suitable fastening,

‘such as the hinged ¢lamps 10 and coéperating
‘hooks 11.

Racks of the character above descrlbed are
used to carry sample hats, and it is of course

highly important that such hats be kept al-.

ways in perfect form. It is further evident

that the form of most hats is such that the
supporting-rings 6 if bent so as to lie ] in a
‘given plane would not properly fit the rim,

“and hence would tend to force the rim of the

hat out of proper shape. Furthermore, dif-
ferent hats require -different curvature of
the rim 6 out of a true plane. Hence it be-
comes Important that means be provided for
varying the -form of the said rings in the
above-noted particular. This may be readily

| done by sliding the ends of the standards 7 on
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the sides or rods of the base-frame 4 so as to
vary the height at which they will support

the connected portions of the supporting-ring.
For instance, those portions of the ring which
engage the front and rear portions of the hat-

crown may be drawn downward with respect

to the side portions of the ring, or vice versa,
according to the form of . the Tim of the hat.
The rings 6, 1t will be noted, are not true cir-
cles, but are slightly oval, so as to correspond
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~ to the form of the hat-crown.

of the detachable hat-holders with respect to

- the supporting-frame 1 are necessary with hats
having rims of different size and form 1n or--|
der to get the largest number of hats which

is possible in view of such form and size into

~ a givenspace. Hence the sliding adjustments

of the independent or individual hat-holders

~ 1s required. Furthermore, space will some-

- IO

times be gained by placing the holders with |

~the major axes of the rings 6 longitudinally
-~ of the guide-rails 2, while at other times space
- will be gained by setting the said holders in

. a position at ninety degrees to the position
indicated. Both of these positions are indi-
cated 1n Fig. 1.
- holders are capable of independent sliding an-
- gular adjustments to adapt the rack to- hold- |

It will thus be seen that the

| hats of different forms and sizes,

- 20

s

“hat-rims.

1t is of course very desirable to arrange the
. iraeh to hold the largest possible number of
- hats.
evident, hold a larger number of small-rimmed
~ hats than i1t will hats of very large rims.
Hence it frequently happens that a greater.or
less number of holders may be applied to the
- rack or support according to the size ot the |
| The adjustments above noted, as
- is evident, make it possible to rearrange the
hat-holders so that the largest possible num-.
~ ber may always be used. Hence we desire to
claim, broadly, a hat rack or crate having

A rack of given dimensions will, as is

~ hat-holders which are capable ot rearrange-
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"~ ment with respect to each other, so that the
maximum number thereof in view of the size-

of the hat may always be rendered service-

able.

In practice the supporting-ring 6 would
usually be wrapped or covered with cloth or
similar material. The entire device while ex-
tremely lw'ht 1S nevertheless strong a,nd du-
rable. *
From what has above been said it will be un-
derstood that the hat rack or crate above de-

scribed is capable of many modifications with- |

in the scope of our invention as herein set

- forth and claimed.

© What we claim, and desire to secure by Let-

Adjustments
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ters Patent of the United States., is as fol-
| | 50

lows:
1. In ) hat rack or crate the combmatmn

with a base-support havmcr longitudinal sup-

porting - guides, of independently-remo_vabl-e S
“hat-holders having rectangular bases adapting
“them to be slid upon and set in different an-
gular positions with respect to said support-
- ing-guides, substantially as described. |
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2. Thecombination with arectangular base-

base,arim-engaging ring adapted to be sprung,

and bowed stand ards,-- sald standards being at- |
tached to said ring at their intermediate por-

tions and having their ends adjustably secured

stantially as described. -

4. A hat-holder comprlsmg a Supportmw—-
-base a rim-engaging ring and devices connect-

support having the grooved longitudinal sup-
‘| porting-bars 2,of a plurality of independently-
removable hat - holders having rectangular
bases fitting the grooves of said supporting-
bars 2, in either of two angular positions, and
.a,dapted to be shid 1n different relatwe p051-
tions, substantially as described. |

3. ‘A hat-holder comprising a rectangular-

to said rectangular base, whereby the said
ring may be bent to the outline of a hat-rim, -
by ad]ustments of the said standards, sub-
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ing the said base and rim- engaging ring, the

said devices being adjustable to vary the cur-

vature of said ring from a horizontal plane,
substantially as described.
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5. In a hat rack or crate, the, Combmatlon_ N

with a base-support adapted to support a plu-
rality of hat-holders in the same horizontal

plane, of a plurality of annular hat-holders
having bases resting on said base-support, and
adapted to be variably spaced and to be ad-
justed rotatively in the same horizontal plane,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES W. JOHNSON
JOHN XK. OLAISON.

Witnesses:
E. H. KELIHER,
F. D. MERCHANT.
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