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To all whom it mg,y CONCErT:

Be it known that I, ErRNEST J. STRADER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Deca-

tur, in the county of Macon and State of Illi-

nois, have invented certain new and useful Im-

_ provements in Carpet-Stretchers, of which the

tollowing 1s a specification, reference being

had therein to the accompanying drawings.
This invention relates to an improvement in

carpet-stretchers,and more particularly to that

class of carpet-stretchers which employ fric-
. tional gripping-surfaces.
this character heretotore in use the tendency

of the carpet is to bunch under the head or
carrier block of the stretcher, and thus break

the frictional contact between the carpet and.
‘the head or carrier block. It is to overcome

this defect that I have devised the invention
described in this specification, and which is
1llustrated 1in the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings, in which a preferable em-
bodiment of my invention is shown and where-
in like numerals of reference mdlcate similar

parts in the several views, Flgure 1is a per-
spective view of my invention in operation.

Fig. 2 1s a, bottom plan view of the same, and

Flg 3 1s a transverse section taken throua*h
line 1 1 of Fig. 1.

- A 1s a carpet-stretcher conmstmcr of a head
or carrier block B, to which the usual handle

C is fastened by an ordinary socket D. The
bottom of the head or carrier block B 1s

formed with the alternate portions E sepa-
rated by the transverse grooves F. The por-
tions K are preferably flat on their faces and
have secured thereto in any suitable manner
the gripping-strips (. The gripping-strips
(r are made of some flexible material, prefer-
ably rubber, and have their faces roughened
in any sultable manner, preferably by corru-
gations, to present a more efficient grlppmo'-
surface to the carpet.

In the devices of

In using my dewce the operator smzlplv
presses the head or carrier block firmly down
upon the carpet and then by pushing on the

‘handle stretches it to any desired extent.

The advantages of my device over a carpet-
stretcher having its head or carrier block com-
pletely-covered with a frictional gripping-sur-
face are apparent. In the first place a plu-
rality of separate grlppmcr-surfaces are pre-
sented to the carpet, thus insuring a much
stronger contact with the same, and in the sec-

‘ond place should the carpet bunch under the

head or carrier block it would not break the
frictional contact between the gripping-strips
and the carpet, as the grooved or recessed por-
tions between the gripping-strips are ample
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1n size to receive and accommodate any such

!

bunched portions.
I do not wish to be understood as llmltmg
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my invention to the precise form and construc-

tion shown in the drawings, as it i1s obvious
that many minor changes might be made with-
out departing from the spirit sof the mventlon

What I claim is—

1. Inacarpet-stretcher, a cerner—block hav-
ing a plurality of groovesin its under surface
transverse of ifs path of movement, and pro-
vided with gripping-strips on the flat portions
alternating with said grooves, substantially as
described.

2. Ina earpet—stretcher a carrier-block hav-

Ing a groove in its under surface transverse of

‘1ts path of movement, and provided with grip-

ping-strips on the portions alternating with
sald groove, substantially as described.

" In testimony whereof L aflix my signature in
presence of two withesses.

ERNEST J. STRADER

Witnesses: |
Lioursa M. STRADER,
"EDNA LOUISE STRADER.
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