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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that 1, BerNarD H. LLARKIN, &
citizen of the United States, residing in Austin,
inthe county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in

Sheet - Metal Bands for Pipe - Coverings or

other Like Purposes, of which the following
is a specification. -

My invention relates to improvements 1n
sheet-metal bands for pipe-coverings and for
other like purposes. |

Heretofore sheet-metal bands for holding

pipe-coverings in place have ordinarily con-

sisted of a long thin sheet-metal strip fur-
nished with a wire loop at one end through
which the other end of the sheet-metal band
may be inserted and folded over atter being
drawn tight around the pipe-covering, this

wire loop being secured to the strip by fold-

ing the strip over the loop and inserting a
rivet through the folded ends of the sheet-

metal strip. This involves considerable ex-
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pense for the wire loops and in the labor neces-
sary for attaching the same. s

The object of my invention 1s to provide a
sheet-metal pipe-covering band of a strong,
simple, and efficient construction, which may
be made out of one piece and more cheaply
manufactured.

My invention consists in the means I em-

ploy to accomplish this result—that is to say,
it consists 1In

a sheet-metal band for pipe-
coverings having one end slightly wider than
the other and its wider end furnished with a
curved transversely-extending slit, the slitted
portion having a straight fold upon itself to
form an opening for the insertion of the other

end of the band-strip and to form a straight

smooth bearing for such inserted free end, so
that it may be drawn tight and then folded as
required. This folded slitted portion also
strengthens the integral loop thus formed at
the wider end of the band-strip, and the 1n-
tegral loop is also further strengthened and
prevented from tearing by a narrow hem or
£old which is formed in the sheet metal around
the same.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 1s an ele-
vation of a horizontal pipe and its covering
provided withmy invention. Kig.21sa cross-
section on line 22 of Fig. 1. K
are plan views of the strip looking from op-
posite sides.
of Hig. 3.

In the drawings, A represents the pipe, B
the pipe-covering which is wrapped around
the same, and D D are sheet-metal bands for
holding the pipe-covering in place. Each of
these bands consists of a long thin strip of
sheet metal having a free end d slightly nar-
rower than its loop end &’. The loop end &'
is provided with an integral loop d?, which is
formed by providing theloop end with a curved

transversely-extending slit °, and then fold-

ing the curved slitted portion d” onthe straight
transverse line d*. thus giving the eye or trans-

verse opening of the loop astraight and smooth

or rounded bearing d* by reason of the fold
d% for the free end of the strap to bear and
slip against when it is inserted in the eye or
opening of the loop. To further strengthen

| the integral loop, the loop end of the strap is

furnished with a marginal hem or integral
told d°, which prevents any tendency of the
loop to break or tear. To still further
strengthen the loop, it is preferably provdeed

with a surrounding bead or depression @ '.
T elaim— : |
1. A pipe-covering band consisting of a
long thin strip of sheet metal, having an inte-
oral loop at on end formed by a curved trans-
versely-extending slit, the slitted portion hav-
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ing a fold therein to give a smooth rounded

bearing for the free end of the band, substan-
tially as specified. - -

9. A pipe-covering band consisting of a

long thin strip of sheet metal having an inte °
oral loop at one end formed by curved trans-
versely-extending slit, the slitted portion hav-
ing a fold therein to give a smooth rounded
bearing for the free end of the band, and the
loop end of the band having a marginal hem
or fold, substantially as specified.

)O




----—-,I-r"-n"

"

3. The pipe-covering band D having at its | also a marginal fold or hem @° substantially
loop end a transversely-extending curved slit | as specified.
and a folded portion d%, substantially as speci-

fied. BERNARD H. LARKIN.
5 4. The pipe-covering band D having at its | Witnesses:
loop end a transversely-extending curved slit H. M. Mun~pay,

and a folded portion ¢ said loop end having | P. ABrams.
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