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To all whom it may concern:

- Beit known that I, GEORGE DARLING, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing at Fall River,

in the county of Bristol and State of Massa- |
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Fasteners for Blinds,

Shutters, Doors, or the Like, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification. - " |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the details

of my invention, the top of the cylindrical

case having been cut off and removed to one

side, while the inside lever is in posifion to

Dbe slipped down into engagement with the

outside jaws, the pivot for said inside lever
being shown in dotted lines for the sake of
Fig. 2 is a horizontal section
showing my fastener fixed in the bottom of

a movable body, such as a blind-rail, and in
locking engagement with a house-pin.

Fig.
3 is a longitudinal section on lines 2 2 of Kig.

- 9. TFig. 4 shows the jaws of my fastener
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about to engage a house-pin. Fig. 5 shows

g possible position of the house-pin when the

jaws are slammed into engagement therewith.
Fig. 6 shows how by a movement of the in-
side lever the jaws and house-pin are disen-
gaged. Fig. 7 shows the inside lever in en-
oagement with a window-stool pin. FKig. 3

shows the impossibility of moving the inside
lever out of engagement with said stool-pin
Dby a movement of either one or both of the

outside jaws. Fig. 9 shows the inside lever
moved out of locking engagement with the

stool-pin, and Fig. 10 shows a modified form

of fastener.

My invention relates to fasteners for blinds,
shutters, doors, and the like; and its principal

object is to provide a fastener that when as-
sembled, say, with a blind will when said
blind is closed so lock it on the inside thereotf
that said fastener cannot be operated from
the outside, and yet when the blind 1s swung
open said fastener will lock it open with cer-

tainty. Other advantages will become appar-
ent with areading of the following description.

In the drawings illustrating the principle |
of my invention and the best mode now known |

~ to me of embodying that principle, A 1s a

cylindrical case swaged up out of copper in

‘the well-known manner. It is designed to be

mounted in an auger-hole in the bottom, say,
of a blind-rail X, the diameter of said case
exceeding the thickness of the blind-rail, for
reasons that will appear later, and being
slichtly less than that of the auger-hole, so
that the case can be forced into and retained
in said hole. In order that the case may not
be turned in said auger-hole, a screw B 1s
passed up through the bottom and top of said
case at a point to one side of this axis C of

said case and in the diameter thereof trans-

verse tosaid blind-rail. Located in thissame

diameter, but on the opposite side of said axis

C of said case A, is pin D, on which are pivoted
a pair of jaws F F, having outwardly-flaring
end portions, which extend through an open-
ing G therefor cut in the side of the case.

- A ring spring H, whose depth equals or ex-
ceeds the thickness of the jaws, lies in thesame

plane as the jaws, and its ends engage the
outer sides of the jaws and tend to force the
jaws toward each other. Ineach of the oppo-
site faces of saild jaws are twoslots 11 J J, cor-
responding in position, size, and shape. The
opening formed by the two slots I I opposite
each other and near the flaring end portions
of the jaws F F corresponds in section to

that of a house-pin K, which is designed to

engage said opening. The opening formed
by the other pair of slots J J next to the
secrew B is rectangular in shape and is de-
sioned to receive arectangular block L inte-
oral with a lever M, to be described later, the
side movement of which causes the jaws F I
to spread apart, but against the opposing
pressure of the spring C. Lying upon the
upper surfaces of these Jaws and 1n a par-
allel plane is said lever M. It is provided
with the above-mentioned rectangular block
1., said lever being pivoted upon said screw
B. which passes up through the middle por-

tion of said block L. The outer portion of

said lever M extends through an opening O
therefor in the case and has twonotches P P,

either of which is adapted to engage a stool-

pin Q. - _ .
1t will be noticed that so much of the open-
ing (& in the case A for the jaws ¥ K unoc-

cupied by the latter is substantially closed

by the end portions of the spring H, so that
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S flies and other insects which might otherwise | from the outside. Such a fastener is of par-

ticular use on'blinds of a sleeping-room, where =
| privacy and also ventilation by open windows

are excluded. Such intrusion through the | are of prime: Importance. R
q operating the | By the use of the jaws shown the house- -
~Jaws F F, is prevented by the curved shoul- | pins may be of such small length that birds

will not light upon themfand;soil the Walls:ofz R
~the house, and the engagement of the Jaws

| and house-pin is such that the wind cannot

cause them to rattle. Further, the -Openlngs; e
| 1n the case are so closed that the inside of it

vithout fail grip the pin and securely lock the | - : ar.
blind open, as shown in Fig. 2. To unlock In fact, the jaws and lever could without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention be

the open blind, the lever M (see Fig. 6) is _ )
‘pressed either to the right or left, the Oppo- | mounted in a door or blind without any case,

site sides of the block I, engaging the sides of |
R the jaws F' F and forcing the latter far enough

provided they were operatively disposed in =
relation to each other.

sire to claim in the broadest manner legally
possible, what I claim is—

1. A fastener, made up of a pair of pivoted
jaws having outwardly-flaring end portions,
and having in each of the opposite faces of _
said jaws, a slot to engage one side of 2 pin;

a block centrally pivoted and lying betwéen 105

‘the pin Q and one of the notches P P of the
lever M snaps into engagement with said pin
(), the lever M being held in its normal lock-
Ing position by the ever-present inwardly-
pressing jaws FF F. To open the locked and
closed blind from the inside, the lever M

IQO
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1s pressed to one side, as above described.
Now if the blind is closed and an attempt is
made to open it from the outside what fol-
lows? If either one of said jaws, as F, (see
Fig. 8,) is moved away from the pivot B, it
no longer engages the block of the lever M
and has no tendency to swing the lever into
unlocking position; but this movement of the
Jaw by means of the spring H causes the
outer jaw to engage said block, and thus to
hold the lever in its locking position. Should
the other jaw be moved, the first jaw will
have the same operation and have the same
effect on the lever in its locked position. The
fastener, therefore, is one whose locking-lever
on the inside of the blind cannot be operated
by the jaws on the outside of the blind, not-
withstanding the jaws may be operated by the
lever from the inside.

~As this fastener may be fitted to 12 blind
whose rail closely fits against the window-
stool, it will be plain that without some special
instrument or tampering with the parts of
the fastener the locking-lever cannot be Swung

65 to one side of the pin and the blind opened

said jaws; a spring constantly pressing said
jaws toward each other: a lever to move said
block on its pivot and cause said jaws to open
against the pressure of said spring, to disen-
gage said Jaws and said pin: and a notch in
the outer portion of said lever to engage a sec-
ond pin, said spring operating through said
jaws and said block to force said lever with
1ts notch back into its normal or locking po-
sition with said second pin.

2. In a fastener, a case; a pair of jaws, piv-
otally mounted in said case, and extending
outwardly through an opening in the side of
said case; means, in close proximity to said

‘opening, engaging said jaws to close the same,

and, with said jaws, practically closing said
opening to incoming insects; and means to
open said jaws.

3. In a fastener, a cylindrical case; a pair of
jaws, pivotally mounted in said case, and ex-
tending outwardly through an opening in the
side of said case; a flat spring lying on edge
within said case, and having its ends engag-
ing the outer side surface of said Jaws, in
close proximity to said opening for said Jaws,
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the height of said spring exceeding that of
said opening for said jaws; said spring and said
jaws thus practically closing said opening to
incoming insects and means to operate said
JAWS. ' | - '

4. In a fastener, a case; a pair of jaws, piv-
otally mounted in said case, and extending out-
wardly through an opening in the side of sald
case; means, in close proximity to said open-
ing, engaging said jaws to close the same, and,
with said jaws, practically closing said open-
ing to the weather and incoming insects; a le-
ver, pivoted within the case to open said jaws
and extending outwardly through a second

opening in sald case, said lever having shoul-

ders extending sidewise, just within said case,
and far enough always, to close said second
opening to the weather and incoming insects.

5. In a fastener, a cylindrical case; a pair of
jaws pivotally mounted in said case, and ex-
tending outwardly through an opening in the
side of said case; a flat spring lying on edge
within said case and having its ends engaging
the outer side surfaces of sald jaws in close
proximity to said opening for said jaws, the
height of the spring exceeding the thickness

of the jaws; said spring and said jaws thus.

practically closing said opening to the weather,

755,62%7
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and incoming insects; a lever pivoted within
the case. to operate said jaws, and extending
outwardly through a second opening in said
case, said lever having shoulders extending

| sidewise, just within said case, and far enough

always to close said second opening to the
weather, and incoming 1nsects. |

6. A cylindrical case for a fastener, mount-
ed in a hole of corresponding diameter, 1n a
movable body; a pair of jaws mounted on a
pivot within said case; a lever, having an in-
tegral block lying between said jaws, and cen-
trally pivoted upon a pin or screw, which
passes through the bottom of said cylindrical
case, between said jaws, and through sald
block, and then into said body, the axis ot
said pin or screw being different from that of
the cylindrical case; the pin or screw thus pre-
venting the case, with the fastener mounted
therein, from turning in said hole in said
body. | -
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE DARLING.

Witnesses:
James H. KExyon, Jr.,
Ricuarnp P. BorDEN.
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