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7o all whony it may concern:
Be it known that I, WirLiaM E. CHATTERTON,

of Melrose, in the county of Middlesex and
‘State of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Combination- |

(ases, of which the followingisa specification.

My invention relates to improvements 1n.

combination-cases, and has particular relation
to devices for combining two or more inde-
pendent cases to make a complete combina-
tion - case adapted to contain merchandise,

..........

provide a combining device carried by each
case and niovable to a position where a part

thereof will be interposed between and con-
nect two adjacent independent cases In such

manner as will prevent a relative movement
of the cases without a positive disengage-
ment, such device being, where cases are super-
posed, concealed from view.

A further object is to provide an improved

door-hanger and device for removably secur-
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view showing two cases 1n

ing the door in position thereon.
Other and further objects will appear as the

invention is hereinafter disclosed.

Said invention consistsin the improved con-
struction and combination of parts as more
fully described in the spectfication, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and particu-

larly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the dirawings,
elevation of a single case. Fig. 21s a simi-
lar view of acase having a plurality of shelves.
Figs. 3 and 4 represent vertical cross-sectional
views of the cases shown in Figs. 1 and 2, re-
spectively. - Fig. 5 1s an enlarged sectional
snperposed rela-

tion. Figs. 6 and 7 are detail views of the
combining - pins. Fig. 8 is a fragmentary

plan view of thetopof oneot the cases, show-
ing the combining-pin as nested within 1ts re-

cess, the catch being in position to retain the

 pin against movement to project from the face
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of the case. Fig. 91sa similag view showing
the arrangement of the devices where two
cases are arranged end to end, the pin of the

case shown on the right being in position to |

receive a superposed case. Fig. 10 is a sec-
tional view taken on the line 10 10 of Fig. 9

The object of my invention is primarily to

Figure1 designates a front.

and showing the superposed case in posibion.
Figs. 11 and 12 represent different forms ot
the door-support, the latter form shown in-
cluding a shelf-support. Fig. 131sa side ele-
vation of one of the door-pieces. Fig. 14 1s
o sectional view showing one construction of

stop used in connection with the door-sup-
port.  Fig. 15 isafragmentary sectional view

showing the manner in which the stop shown
in Fig. 14 is located relatively to the.door-
support.
the door raised. Fig. 17 is atace view of one
of the faces of the case, showing the location
of the several recesses and openings to receive
thie combining-pins. B "

I am aware that combination-cases have.

been heretofore constructed; but generally the
construction has been such as to require spe-
cial forms of cases, &c., while the door-hang-
ers, &c., are objectionable on account of the
binding or sticking of the door while passing

1 and out of the case. Inthe presentinven-

tion these disadvantages are overcome, the
combining devices and the metal door-hangers
herein disclosed providing structures which
permit of the ready assembling or disassem-
bling of the cases,thedoorsalso beingarran ged
to run freely, the hangers being so construct-
ed to permit of the doors being hung in any
desired position. o S
While the drawings disclose a complete em-

bodiment of the invention, it will be readily

Fig. 16 {s asectional view showing
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understood that the invention as herein de- -

scribed and claimed may be applied in other
forms, and I retain the right to make and use

the same in so far as such modifications may

fall within the spirit and scope of-the inven-

tion as set forth in the claims. |
" In the drawings A designates a single case,
having the usual bottom, top, ends, and rear,
the front being open and having the door «,
which may be of any preferred construction.
B designates a similar case, but being of
oreater height provides sufficient space for
the insertion of .shelves &, the spaces each
having a separate door. 1t will be readily

go
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understood that the manner of constructing

the cases or the sizes or relative arrangement

of the interior may be of any preferred con-

struction.
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© O designates a combining ‘device which is
-~ adapted to be permanently attached to the
‘case—for instance, by screws. The device

consists of a metal plate ¢, having an elon gated

-opening ¢, within which is pivotally motinted
- what I terma ** combining-pin”¢’. Thepin¢

. isof a preferable length, having near one end
- anopening (see Fig. 6) for the pivot ¢*(see Fig.
- '10) and is provided

G.18 [ on opposite faces with
suitable. retaining means for a purpose pre-

- sently described, said means being shown in

- the drawings as a lug or shoulder ¢ on the one

-s1de and - an L-shaped hook ¢, providing a re-

i

~cess &, on the opposite side. While I have |

shown these specific means, it will be under-

- stood that any other suitable retaining means
may be employed—as, for instance, by notch-

- Ing or grooving the pin. . ¢* designates a com-

20

- bining-hook or catch pivotally mounted on the

face of the plate ¢ and having engaging faces

- ¢ ¢,.which codperate with either of the re-

-taining means ‘¢*and ¢*, as required. In se-
-curing the devicein position the top of the case
is recessed to receive the plate ¢, one end of the |
latter-lying flush with the end surtface of the

~ cess being of a greater depth than the thick-
- ness_ of the plate ¢, thereby, in effect, coun-
. tersinking the latter, it being intended that the
entire device when in its nested position will
‘have no portion projecting above-the plane
of the top surface of the case.. As shown in’

35

case, as shown- in' Figs. 8, 9, and 10, the re-

Fig. 10, the case is also provided with a re-

. cess ¢ to receive the lug &> The bottom of
‘the case is provided with openings ¢", corre-

~ sponding in position to and adapted to recejve

‘the combining-pin ¢’ when the latter is raised,

- said openings being of a shape which will per-
~ mit of the pin, with its lng and hook, entering

40
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therein, as shown. in Fig. 10. In use when:
‘a single case is used the pin is in its nested
position, the face ¢® of the catch ¢* passing

within the recess ¢, thereby positively retain-
ing the pin against movement on its pivot.
When two cases are arranged side by side or

end to end, the pins are. retained in their

nested position, each catch ¢!, however, being

- swungaround to pass into the recess ¢® of the

s0

pin carried by the opposing case, in thisin-

stance the face ¢’ passing within the recess

~ ¢.  In both cases the top surface of the case

35
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~or cases are free from projections. When it

1s desired to place one. case above the other
in superposed relation, the catch ¢* is moved
to free the pin ¢, after which the latter 1S
raised. to a position at right angles to the
plane of the plate ¢ and the catch ¢t moved

“in position beneath the lug or shoulder ¢, as

shown to.the right in Fig. 10, thus locking
the pin against a return movement. Any suit-

able means may be provided, if desired, to

limit the pivotal movement of the pin against
amovement greater than that which will carry
1t to a vertical

to the plane of the plate c. When three cases

ing number of openings ¢,
extends flush with the end surface of the case,

position or one at right angles |

O asse1s

| are to be combined, two being ‘arranged end

to end,. the third being superposed, as shown B

-in Fig. 10, the arrangement 18 the same as
above stated in connection with the two adja- -
70

cent cases, with the exception that the pins ¢
of the case carrying the siiperposed case ex-

tend vértically and pass into the openings ¢
ot the superposed case, the catch ¢* of the Op-
bosing case passing beneath the shoulder ¢*

instead of into the recess ¢’. - 'When two pair
of superposed cases are combined end to end,

75

all combining-pins are raised, the-estches ¢¢ @

passing beneath the shoulders % In other

words, when the topsurface of the case is un-.

occupled the catch ¢* passes into the recessc® of
the pin. When occupied, the catch ¢ passes

| beneath the shoulder ¢, thereby locking the

pin in either’ extreme of its movement. the
engaging face of the catch which is used de-

‘pending on whether but g single case is used

or whether two cases located end to end are

sired, it being understood that the bottom. of

the case will be provided with a correspond-

a continuous countersunk portiop will be pro-

wvided throughout the length of the two op-
posing devices when cases are arranged end

to end, so that there will be no projecting por-
tion of the device at any time, while the de-
vice will be entirely concealed when super-
posed cases are combined. ‘Aswill be readily
understood, when the casesare in superposed
position the pin ¢, being held against 4 move-
ment pivotally, prevents the cases being
moved laterally relatively to each other.

D designates the door-hanger, consisting of
a plate d, adapted to be.secured to the end of

80'-.5. -

used. One or more deviées may be used at
~each end of the case and any desired number
may be-used at the back of the case, if de-- _
90

~As the plate ¢

935
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the case and having an angular portion d,

forming a support and wear-plate for the door.

The front portion of the plate d’ is bent down-

ward and rearward, as at d*, to provide an
open-ended recess &, as shown. _
the pldate & may be of sufficient height to ex-
tend beyond the upper surface of the door
when resting on the plate ', the upper edge
of the plate & in such case being bent outward
to form a support for a shelf, as shown in Fig,
4. The door is provided with a door-piece E,
having a flat surface ¢, adapted to ride on the
plate &', the door-piece being secured to the
under side of the door. The piece ¢ is also
provided with a downwardly-extending lug
¢', having an opening for a stop ¢, as shown
in Figs. 14 and 15, the construction in these

figures showing a spring-actuated stop. It
'will be obvious, however,
simply providing a screw- -

that the stop may

be formed by

threaded pin and complemental opening in

1f desired, -

110
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2

the lug, the stop being intended to normally

retain the door from being withdrawn, the
-exposed end of the stop riding into the recess

I130
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<, said stop, however, being movable to a

point where the door may be moved from out
of contactwith the hanger. Asindicated in the
drawings, the upper edge of the door may be
rounded or cut away to permit of its being
oscillated, the stop forming the pivot, the op-
posing surface of the case being cut away, as
at «°, to permit this movement. It will be

understood that the opposing faces «/' and ¢
being of metal the movement of the door will

have no tendency to bind, and hence the door
may be readily moved to the desired position.

Having thus described my invention, point-
ing out one form in which the same may be
carried out, but witheut specifying in detail

all of the various modifications thereof which
may fall within the spirit and scope of the in-

vention, what I claim as new is—
1. A combining device for retaining two sep-

arable parts of combmatlon—-cases in relative

~ juxtaposition, comprising a pin having a piv-

30
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otal movement within the limits of a rwht an-

gle, and means for retaining the pm in either

- extreme of 1ts movement.

2. A combining device for retaining two sep-
arable parts of combination-cases in relative

juxtaposition, comprising a pin carried by one

of the cases-and having a pivotal movement
within the limitsof a right angle, said pin be-
ing adapted to enter a recess of a superposed
case when 1n raised position, and means for

retaining the pin in either extreme of its move-

ment.
3. A combmmg device for retam Ing two sep-
arable parts of comblnatlon- ases 1n relative

~ Juxtaposition, comprlsmcr a plate earried by

40

one of the cases; a pin carried by said plate

and having a pwotal movement within the
limits of a rio'ht angle, and means carried by
said plate for refaining the pin in elther 6X-
treme of its movement

4. A combiningdevice for re*ammg twosep-

- arable parts of combmatmn -cases in relatw

~a right angle to the plane of the plate and to

juxtaposition, comprising a plate having a piv-
oted pin adapted to project in a dlrectlon at

enter openings In a superposed case, and a

- combining hook or catch attached to said plate

5O
having openings in the bottoms thereof, of

55

adapted to hold the pin in desired positions.
5. The combination with a plurality of cases

combining devices permanently attached to
the tops of the cases for retaining said cases
in fixed relative. positions, said devices com-
prising a plate having a pivoted pin adapted
to project at a right angle to the plane of the

plate, and a hook adapted to engage said pin

in either 1ts upright or nested positions.
6. The combination with a plurality of cases

3

provided with openings in the bottoms there-
of, of combining devices permanently attached

60

to the tops of the cases for retaining said cases

in fixed relative positions, said devices com-
prising a plate having a pin pivoted thereto

and adapted to pr oject from the upper side

thereof and in a direction at a right angle to
the plane of said plate, and a

hook adapted to

65

engage the pin of the case to which it is at-

tached or of the opposing case. |

1. A combining device for retalning separa-
ble parts of combination-cases in relative ] Jux-
taposition, said device comprising a plate hav-
ing a pivoted pin attached thereto adapted to

lie flush with the face of said plate and mov-

able to a position to project at a right angle

to the plane of the plate, said pin being adapt-

ed to enter a suitable opening in the bottom

ot a superposed case, and having a combining-

hook movable to either retain said pin in a

fixed position or engage the pin of an adja-

cent case to hold said cases against positive
disengagement.
8. A case of the character descr ibed, having

‘a door provided with stops, and door-hanu ers

each comprising an attaching plate or base,_a
flange projecting therefrom and adapted to
support said door slidingly thereon, one end
of each flange being bent downward and back-
ward to form a loop or stop, the stops of said
flanges being adapted to coact with the corre-

sponding stops carried by the door to limit

the outward movement of the latter.
9. A case of the character described having

7q

30
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a door provided with stops, and door-hangers

each comprising an attaching plate or base, a

95

flange projecting from its upper edge to sup-

port a shelf, and a flange projecting from its

lower edge toslidingly support said door, one
end of the lower flange being provided with

a stop to coact with one of the door-stops to
lim1t the outward movement of the door.
10. A caseof the character described, having

a plurality of doors, said deors being pro-

vided with stops, and means coacting with said

‘doorsand stops for guiding the doors in their

inward and outward movements, said means

ing a flange projecting from one edge to guide
the door, sald flange having an integral stop
to coact with one of the door—st()pb to limit

the outward movement of the door.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature 1n presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM E. CHATTERTON.

Wltnesses
R. M. Piurson, |
E. P. LUCIA

I00
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comprising. attaching-plates, each plate hav-

T
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