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(No model.)

To all whom it M CONCETrT:
Be it known that I, OrviLLe M. MorsE, of

‘Jackson, in the county of Jackson and State

of I "\fhchlgan have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Game-Boards; and 1
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a

came-board whereon games dependent upon

~theaccurate projection of a ball may be played,

whereln the objective field of activity of the
ball is at the same end of the board from which
the ball is initially projected.

A turther object of my invention is to pro-
vide a device of the character described where-
in the path of projection of the playing-ball
is unrestricted, the possibility of 1its success-
fully reaching the objective field being thus
made dependent upon the skill of the player.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a game-board of the character described
wherein the objective field is arranged in a
plane below the plane from which the play-
ing-ball is pr()]ected and wherein the said ob-

- Jective field is in longitudinal alinement with
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the field from wlnc_n_the ball is projected.
With a view to attaining these and further
objects, which will become apparent to those

‘skilled in the art from the following descrip-
tion, my Invention consists 1n the combina-

tion, arrangement, and construction of parts

hereinafter described, and speclﬁed in the |

claims.

In the accompanmnw drawmﬁ's wherein I

have illustrated my invention as a,pphed to a
table adapted particularly for such games as
may be played on a bowling-alley, Figure 1
1s a central vertical section illustrating in one
position of use a table embodying my inven-
Fig. 2 1s a similar view showing an-
other position assumed by parts of the table.
Fig. 3 1s a top plan view of the same. Figs.
4, 5, and 6 are transverse vertical sections taken
on lines 4, 5, and 6, respectively, of Fig. 1.
Referring now to the drawings, wherein
like characters of reference throughout refer

to_ like parts, 10 10 indicate legs of the table:
11 11 indicate side pieces, 12 a front end piece,
and 13 a rear end piece. These frame ele-
ments are so relatively proportioned that the
proportions of the playing-field of the table
approximate those of a bowling-alley.

The upper edges of the side pieces of the
table are preferably partially cut away at
thelr front ends, as indicated at 11* and the
end plece 12 formed ot such height as to con-
form therewith, while at the opposite end of
the table the side pieces are preferably
widened, as indicated at 11°, the end piece 13

being of even height therewith. At the front

end of the table are arranged at different ele-
vations in longitudinal alinement the field
whereon the ball is initially projected and the
objective field of activity of the ball.

14 indicates a platform whose upper face

constitutes the *‘ playing-green,” asI will term
the field from which the ball is projected.
Said platform is preferably horizontally ar-
ranged near the top of the table with a suit-
able space Intervening between its front edge
and the front end of the table, and thence ex-

tends rearward to any point practically re-

moved from the rear end of the table. Pref-

erably, however, the platform 14 is relatively

short, as herein shown its length being on’,v
suﬁment to afford support to 13he ball and olve
room whereon the player may rest his hand
used as a guide for his cue or other 1mplement
emploved to project the ball.

14" 14’ indicate rearward projections from
the platform 14, arranged at its lateral cor-
ners to form stops to limit the upward move-
ment of a transfer element to be deseribed.

15 indicates a sheet of felt or the like ap-
plied to the upper face of the platform or so
much thereof as constitutes the playing-green.

16 1ndicates a floor member extending from
the forward end of the table rearward into or
beyond vertical alinement with rear end of
platform 14 and disposed at a lower eleva tion
than said platform. The surface of the floor
member 16 between the front end of the table
and the front edge of the platform 14 forms
the objective eld wherein are placed the
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pieces to be acted upon b,y the ball in playing
the game.

Tn the present illustrative embodiment the
table 1s constructed to simulate a bowling-
alley, and accordingly the flooring member 16
1s provided with a central longitudinal ele-
vated alley-way 16', having.on the sides of the
rear end thercof a groove 17 of proper width.

18 indicates a projection from the rear end

of the floor member 16, designed to form a
stop for a purpose to be described.

At or adjacent the rear end of the table,
preferably at the level of the upper edge there-
of above the plane of the platform 14, is

mounted a resilient cushion of suitable con-

struction.

In the present embodiment 19 indicates a
pneumatic cushion slightly curved in plan, as
best shown in Fig. 3, and secured to the end
plece 13 of the table.

20 indicates a valve whereby the pneumatic
cushion may be inflated.

Interposed between the platform 14 and the
cushion 19 is arranged a transfer element
adapted to receive the ball projected from
the playing-green at the level thereof and af-
ford a path therefrom to the cushion 19 and
upon-the rebound of said ball from the cush-
1on to return the ball at the level of the ob-
jective field. In the present embodiment 21
indicates said transfer element, comprising an
alley-section pivoted at 22 to the rear end of
the table and extending therefrom forward,
so that in the position illustrated in Fig. 1 the

front end of said element closely approaches

the rear end of platform 14. The rear end of
the transfer member 21 is preferably upwardly
inclined, as illustrated at 21*, the upper end of
sald incline being at substantially the level of
the cushion 19. The element 21 1s preferably
constructed with an elevated central portion
21, flanked by grooves 23 on each side there-
of, said parts correspondmo’ with theelevated
pot*tion 16" and the groove 17 of the floor mem-
ber. Yielding means are provided for nor-
mally positioning the transfer element 21, so
that it may receive the ball from the platform
14 at the level thereof. In the present in-
stance 24 indicates a pivoted rod similar to a
scale-beam arranged to extend longitudinally
below the transfer member 21, at one end con-
nected to said member and at the other end

suitably weighted.
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Specifically, 25 indicates a cross-bar secured
to the rod 24 and provided with knife-edges

arranged to rest in cleats 26, secured to sald
~sides 11 of the frame.

the bar 24 is slotted, as indicated at 24,
receive one edge of a loose plate 27, the 0]3-
posite edge whereof is inserted in a o’rooved
cleat 28, carried by the under surface of the
transfer element.

929 indicates a weight slidably mounted on

The forward end of‘

'755 576

the rear end of the rod 24 and pfovided with

a set-screw 30, whereby it may be secured 1n

definite position relative to the said rod.

31 indicates a screw-threaded stud project-
ing longitudinally from the weight 29 and
having mounted thereon asmall screw-thread-
ed welght 32, by whose acdjustment great deli-
cacy of balance may be obtamed as wﬂl be ap-
parent.

33 indicates a damping means comprising a
strip of felt secured at one edge to the under
face of the rear end of platform 14 and hav-
ing its other edge free to pI'OJect rearwardly
therefrom

Associated with my table I have hereinillus-
trated some of the devices which might be
used in playing games thereon, / indicating a
ball, » indicating pins similar in outline to
the ordinary tenpins, but preferably of less
height than the distance from the top of floor
member 16 to the top of the platform 14, and
/ indicating a board designed to be stood on
edge in the groove 17 in rear of the eleva-
tion 16" of the floor member, and provided
with a series of holes at their lowest point
tangential to the surface of said elevation 16/,
so that a ball may be rolled therethroucrh
fromsaid elevation in playing games. It will
be understood, however, that the inclusion of
these devices 1s suggestive only of some of the
ocames that might be played upon 8 table of
such construction.

The use of my 1nvent10n is as follows: The
weights upon rod 24 are so adjusted that
the transfer element 21 is slightly overbal-
anced and elevated to the position shown in
Fig. 1. The adjustment is so made, however,
that the weight of a playing-ball / sutiices to
overcome the light upward pressure and de-
press the transfer element. Assuming now
that the pins p or other devices to be “acted
on are 1n position, the ball 4 1s placed upon
the playing-green and projected toward the
rear end of the board by any suitable means,
such as a cue. From the platform 14 the

ball rolls onto the front end of the transfer

member 21, overcoming the lifting action.of
the weight 30, so that the said transfer ele-
ment 1s depressed until the forward end there-
of strikes the stop 18, carried by the floor
member 16. The ball continuing its rear-
ward progress strikes the cushion 19 and re-
bounds, rolling down the incline presented by

the transfer element 21 and arriving upon the

floor member 16, where 1t enters the objective

field, and it proper]y directed for that pur-

pose strikes the pins or other devices to be

acted upon. As soon asthe transfer member
21 is relieved of the weight of the ball 4 it re-
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turns to its initial position under the influ-

ence of the weight 30, 1in 1ts ascent striking
the projecting portion of the dampening-strip

33 and folding it over the edge of the plat-
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form 14, so that it lies between the ecdge of

sald platform and the end of the transfer ele-
ment. The dampening-strip 83, being of felt
or other springy material having good fric-
tional qualities, serves to hold the transfer
member 21 against rebound and bring it at
once to a stop in i1ts proper position. |

1t will be noted that no restriction is placed

upon the direction in which the ball may be

projected, so that the accuracy of its return
depends upon the skill of the player. It will

also be noted that the curvature of the cushion

19 makes 1t possible by properly initially po-
sitioning the ball and directing the projection
thereof to cause it to strike the cushion 19 at
any point within the lateral limits of the raised
alley-way and return from said point to any
pomt within the objective field. Consequently
the games which may be played thereon are
011; _Hide variety and are essentially games of
skill. -

While for purposes of full disclosure I
have herein described one advantageous em-
bodiment-of my invention, I do not desire to
be understood as limiting myself thereto in
detail, for it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that numerous changes might be
made 1n the specific construction of the table
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my 1nvention.

Having described my invention, what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

1. In a game-board, the combination of a
frame, a support constituting a playing-green
adjacent one end of said frame, a floor mem-
ber comprising an objective field arranged at
the same end of said table as said playing-

green but at a different elevation, a return-

cushion arranged at a point remote from said
enc of the table, and a movable transfer ele-
ment arranged and adapted to form a path
trom said cushion either to the playing-green
or to the objective field.

2. In agame-board, the combination with a
trame, of a platform constituting a playing-
green arranged at one level in the frame and
extending near to one end thereof, a floor
member constituting an objective field ar-
ranged in a plane below the platform and ex-
tending therebeneath to the said end of the
frame, a return-cushion remote from said end.
a transter element, arranged to form a path
from said cushion either to the playing-green
Held, and yielding means
for holding said transfer element in position
of communication with the playing-green.

3. In a game-board, the combination with a
frame, of a relatively elevated platform con-

stituting a playing-green, a relatively lower.
floor member, constituting the objective fi

eld,
a transter member pivoted in the frame with

‘1ts pivotal axis transverse to the frame ar-

= 8

ranged when elevated to present one of its

ends close to the playing-green platform, in
the same plane therewith, and when depressed

to similarly approach the floormember in the

same plane therewith, and means for normally
holding said transfer member in elevated po-
sition with a light pressure. |

4. In a game-board, the combination with a
frame, of two supports arranged therein in
different planes, a transfer member pivotally
movable about an axis transverse to the frame
acdapted to communicate with either of said
supports 1in the plane thereof and yielding
means for normally holding said transfer mem-
ber in communication with the upper plane.

5. In a game-board, the combination with a
frame, of two supports mounted therein ar-
ranged in longitudinal alinement at different
elevations, a transfer element pivoted in the
frame transversely of its longitudinal axis ar-
ranged to communicate with either of said
boards at its elevation, means arranged and
adapted to yieldingly hold said element in po-
sition to communicate with one of said sup-
ports and restore the same to such position
when moved therefrom, and means for pre-
venting the recoil of said element after such
restoration. -

6. In a game-board, the combination of a
frame, a platform 14 constituting a playing-
green, a floor member 16 constituting an ob-
Jective field, both arranged at one end of the
table, a transfer member pivoted at the other
end of said table and adapted to communicate
with either the platform or the floor member,
a resilient cushion arranged adjacent the rear
end of said transfer member, and yielding
means for normally maintaining said trans-
fer member in communication with the plat-
form 14. "

7. In a game-board, the combination with a
frame, of a platform arranged near the front
end thereof, a floor member extending to the

same end thereof, a transfer element pivoted

in the frame transversely of its longitudinal
ax1s arranged in rear of the platform, and
acapted to receive a ball at the level of said

platform and conduct it to the level of the

floor member, and means for causing a re-
bound of the ball arranged at the rear end of
the frame.

8. Ina game-board, the combination with a
frame, of two supports arranged therein in
different planes, and a transfer member piv-
oted in the frame transversely of its axis and
arranged to communicate with either of the
supports, said transfer member comprising a.

flat portion adjacent the support and a portion

remote from said support inclined relative to
the flat portion.
9. In a game-board, the combination of a

frame, two supports arranged therein in dif-
ferent planes, a transfer member pivoted in
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the frame tr'a,-nsv-ers;ely of itsaxis,and arranged |
to communicate with either of the supports,

said transfer member having a flat portion

 adjacent the supports and a portion remote |

from said supports inclined relative to the flat

‘portion, and a return-cushion arranged ad)a-

‘cent the upper end of the inclined portion oi
sald transfer member. -

Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing as
‘my own Iaffix my signature in presence of two 10
witnesses. - o -
S - ORVILLE M. .MORSE.
In presence of— ' ”

..... Gro. T. I\/IAY,- Jr"} .
- Mary F. ALLEN. ~
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