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To all whom it may concerw:

Be 1t known that I, EzexieL L. PArrisH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Crock-
ett, in the county of Houston and State of
Texas, have invented new and useful Improve-
mentsin Safety-Stirrups, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification.

My i1nvention relates to stirrups, more par-
ticularly to safety-stirrups; and the primary
object thereof is to provide a new and useful
device of this character adapted to release the
rider’s foot should he accldentally fall froma
horse. |

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide new and novel means for retaining the
movable member of the stirrup in its closed
or open position.

Further objects of the invention will appear

as the nature, novelties, and advantages there-

of are more fully understood from the follow-

ing description and accompanying drawings.

The invention consists of the construction,
combination, and arrangement of parts here-
Inatter ful]v described and claimed, and 1llus-
trated in the accompanying drawmﬂ'ﬂs in
which— | -

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a stirrup
eonstmcted in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a front elevation thereof, part of the
Stu rup being in longitudinal section. Kig. 3
1S a irao*mentary sectional view on the lines
3 9, Hig. 2.

Referring to the drawings by reference-nu-
merals, 1 designates the stationary,and 2 the

movable, member of the stirrup, the same be-

ing approximately L-shapedand substantially
duplieates The member 1 is adapted to re-
main in 1ts normal suspended position and has

fulerumed thereon to swing laterally the mem-

ber 2. The hom.mntally-dlsposed arm 3 of
this member is bifurcated and reduced to pro-
vide a shoulder 2% Situated within the slot
of said bifurcation is a leaf-spring 4, which
may be formed integral with the member 1 or
made separately and secured in applied posi-
tion by means of bolts or other fastening
means 5. To form the spring integrally, the

arm 3 1s slitted longitudinally on either side
of its longitudinal center from the extremity
of sald arm to a point at or near the arm 1.

1 This spring is tapered toward its free end to

give to 1t suflicient resiliency to permit of the
free operation of the member 2 and retain it in
its closed or open position against casual move-
ment. T'he vertical arm of the member 1 has
formed integral therewith a laterally-project-
ing block 6, provided with a slot, through which
passes the stirrup-strap to suspend the stir-
rup 1n applied position. The block 6 has pro-
jecting from the outer face thereof pins 62,
the purpose of which will be hereinafter pomt—
ed out.

The member 2 has the hor 1zontally-disposed
arm ( thereof provided for a portion of its

length with a depending flange 8, which is

'ad‘tpted to fit 1n the slot of said blfureatmn

and 1s tapered toward its inner end to corre-
ber is fulerumed upon the member 1 by mems
of a pivot-pin 9, passing through the arm 3 at
a polnt near 1ts outer end, and the flange 8.
The arm 7 when the member 2 1s in its closed
position lies upon the arm 3, placing the in-
ner end thereof in contact with the shoulder
2% this being permitted by the tapering of the
spring and flange, thereby providing a foot-
plece with an unobstructed bearing-surface.
The upper end of the vertical arm of the mem-
ber 2 is provided with perforations adapted
to recelve the pins 6" when the member is in
closed position. The flange 8 1s arranged upon
the arm 7 in a manner to provide the member
2 with a right-angular heel 10, whereby the
heel is provided with faces 11 and 12. The
spring 4 1s adapted to contact with the face 11
when the member 2 1s in closed position to
normally retain the same in such position, and
sald spring is acdapted to contact with the face
12 when the member is opened to retain it in
such position against casual movement.

The operation of my improved safety-stir-
rup may be explained as follows: The rider’s
foot will retain the member 2 in 1ts closed po-

sition when a downward pressure 1s brought

to bear upon the arm 7, as when the rider is
seated 1n the saddle: but when a pressure is
exertecd upon the vertical arm of the member

2 sald member 1s caused to swing laterally

from the horse, as when the rider is in the act

| of falling, to release the rider’s foot, thereby
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liability of accidents resulting
from a rider’s foot being caught in the stlrrup
when thrown from-a horse.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 clalmed as new 1s—

1. Inastirrup, the combination of a station-
ary member provided with an arm slitted lon-
gitudinally on either side of 1ts center to pro-
vide a spring,
of reduced, a movable member having an arm
adapted to rest upon said reduced portion to
provide a foot - piece with an unobstructed

obviating all

bearing -surface, and means to fulerum the |

movable member upon the stationary member.
2. Inastirrup, the combination of a station-

ary member provided with an arm slitted lon- |

said arm having a portion there-
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gitudinally on either side of its center to pro-
vide a spring,
of reduced, a movable member having an arm
adapted to rest upon said reduced portion to
provide a foot - piece with an unobstructed
bearing-surface, a flange secured to the arm of
the movable member and extending through-
out its entire length, said flange being adapted

‘to engage the spring, and means to fulcrum the
‘movable member upon the stationary member.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
EAEKIEL L. PARRISH
Witnesses:

T. J. WaLLs,
B. H. WOOTLERS.

sald arm having a portion there-
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