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"To all whow it may concern:

B \-x'x"‘-t{irned'tb_their normal positions b;?' 'S-Pl’iﬂgs;- ;

Beitknown thatI,JaMes EDWARD BeNNETT, [-5* and 6%, respectively, and are prevented

- acitizen of the United States, residing at Mo-
mence, in the county of Kankakee and State
5 of Llinois, have invented’a new and useful

" Base-Ball Catcher,, of which the following is |

& specification. . S
- My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in devices to be used by
10 catchers and other players which will pro-

~tect the hands, the same being so construcied -

" as to receive and retdain the ball without the
players’ hands coming in contact therewith.
| Other objects and advantages will appear
15-in the following description ard claims. -
In the accompanying drawings, in which
- like numerls of reference indicate iike parts
throughout -the several views, Figure 11s a
 view in perspective of the present invention,
20 the same being shown in position for receiv-
ing or catching the ball. Fig. 2 is a central
vertical sectional view thereof removed from
the player. .Fig. 3 is a back.view of the

i S

. pocket employed in connection with the same.

25 Fig. 4 is a view in rear elevation of the de-

vice. Fig. 5isa view in perspective, showing
a slightly-modified construction. Fig. 6 1s
an elevation of the modified form of ball-re-
celving pocket. _—
30.  Thepresentinvention comprisesanapproxi-
 mately rectangular
portion. (ShowninKig.5.) Thisframecan be
reinforeed by slotted walls of wood or like
~ material, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the
3¢ drawings. Slidably  mounted in suitable
aguides8®, secured to the rear of the frame;are
the shoulder and hip braces 3 and 4, respec-
tively, the same being adjustable in order to
' accommodate the attachment to different
. 40 players. - | I
L 5 and 6 indic

" hinged to the forward ends of the.side walls
- and being capable of inward movement. = As
“45 these doors are moved inward by the impact

of a ball and the same has passed into the in-
terior of my improvement the doors are re- | means arran

open-wire frame body |:

ate doors which close the for- |-
ward end of the frame, thiese doors being

| closing the -same, yieldingmeans for automat-

17, formed by upturned wires, asclearlyillus- .
trated in Fig: 5. . S
8 represents a packiiigror cushion between
whieh and the rear wall of the frame are in-
terposed springs 9, which when the ball strikes
ths cushion contract, théreby overcoming the
shock which would otherwisé be produced.
Directly beneath the cushion I form an open-
ing in thé bottom wall of the frame, whereby -
after the &peed of the ball has been broken 60
the same will passintoa pocket 7,from which'it

{ can be readilyremoved by the player through
‘the hand-hole 11. | A '

- T » . - 3 ‘e . ) : -
12 indicates a wire sitructure which 18- pref-- =

erably secured to the upper wall of the frame 65§ )

and extending a sufficient distance thereabove
to prevent the ball striking the player, andin -
order to make this attachment firm and pre-* .
vent any rearward movement thereof I pro-
vide the Inclined braces 13.- A
In Fig. 5 I have shown a slightly-modified
form of structure, the same being curved in
cross-zection in lieu of the straight form, as
just deseribed. This last-mentioned form.is
also braced from the rear, the brace-wire be- 75
ing in this form indicated by reference-nu- . . .
14 and 15 represent the handpieces or ad- .
ditional protecting means which are fastened -
to the back of the frame. . 3 -~ 8o
 The pocket 20 (illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6)
is similar to the pockets 10, the same, how-
ever, being of a slightly ditferent configura-
tion and lacking the flat bottom 10 of the first-
mentioned form. . The hand-opening 22"is
also employed in connection with this formof -
pocket. I T c
I elaim— -

. -\
- L]
- b

1. A device for catching balls comprisinga
body having an open forward end, means for 9o

ically operating said iirst-named means after -
“the balls have passed into the body, a flexible . .
ged in the body adapted to been-

pro

L P Patented March 29, 1904. L R

from outward movement by the stops 16 and S0 <
- N .
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| gaged by *md give to the ball% and means | pocket commummtmg mth the last named
3 'r_..-';_wherebv the plaver can hold the dewce In an | opening, said pocket being provided in its side 10

|

elevated or operative position. o with an opening, .{aubatantmll,} s and for the
2. A device of the type set forth compris- | purpose spemﬁed
J A\IES k. BI NNE’

ing a body portion having its forward end and
tomatically closing the opening in‘the forward O J. W, Tow

bottom provlded with openings, means for au- | Witnesses:

_end of. sald body portmn, and a, dependmcr _ - dLd. (zLARhL.
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