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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that we, Louts Fritz and WiL-
r.iaM W.DRYDEN, citizens of the United States,
residing at the city of Philadelphia, in the
county of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have jointly invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin a Combined Moisten-
ing and Sealing Device for Envelops or the
Like, of which the following is a specifica-
tlon. . -

Our invention has relation to a device for
moistening and sealing gummed flaps of en-

velops or similar articles; and in such con-

nection it relates more particularly in the ar-
rangement and construction of such a device.
The principal object of our invention 1s o

provide a simple device for moistening and

sealing flaps upon envelops and the like at
one operation.

The nature and scope of our invention will
be more fully understood from the following
description, taken in connection with the ac-

‘companying drawings, forming part hereot,

in which— - |

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a
moistening and sealing device embodying
main features of our invention. Fig. 2 1s a
top or plan view thereof, partly in section.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view
illustrating in detail the moistening-bar and
sealing-roller, and Fig. 4 is a perspective

view of the hollow bar carrying the moisten-

ing wick or material.
Referring to the drawings, the device com-
prises a moistener ¢, a sealing device 0, a

~ handle or operating device & for propelling

the moistener « and sealing device 0, and a
water-reservoir e, preferably carried by the
handle ¢. The moistener ¢ comprises a hol-
low bar ¢, having a channel ¢, in which is
inserted a wick «° or similar absorbent mate-
rial, The bar ¢ has along its upper edge an
outlet @®, through which water in the hollow
bar ¢ may escape onto the upper edge of the
wick ¢®. The ends of the hollow bar « are
connected by tubular joints ¢’ &’ with a hol-
low shaft . On the hollow shaft §' are
mounted to turn loosely the rolls 5, forming

the sealing device . The operating device &

comprises a hollow nipple ¢’ in open commu-

nication with the shaft ', to which 1t 18 rig-
1dly secured, a hollow handle &*, of wood or

similar material, removably secured by a
serew-joint &° to the nipple ', and a rubber
or collapsible ball ¢, removably secured to the
handle @* by a serew-joint d'. The ball ¢ com-
prises the water-reservoir, and when com-
pressed forces water from its interior through
the screw-joint @, the hollow handle &% joint
%.and nipple d into the hollow shaft)’. The
fluid passes from the shaft 4’ through the tu-
bular joints ' into the hollow bar «', from
whenece it escapes through the outlet ¢° upon
the wick @®. The channel ¢*, in which the wick
#* is secured, is so arranged in front of the
rolls %? that the wick &® projects toward the
rolls 2% and is substantially tangential thereto.

There is, however, a space between the wick
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o and the rolls 5. Inthe operation of the de-

viceanenvelop is laid with its body ./ flat upon
a table ox supportand its flap /' projecting up-
ward therefrom, as illustrated in Fig. 1. The
flap 7' is then inserted between the moistener
o and sealing device b with its gummed face
#2 vesting upon the wick «¢’. The device is
now pushed across the body / of the envelop,
and the flap 7' first passes over the wick «’ to
receive moisture and is then pressed down
upon the body £ by the rolls 2*. The wick ¢’
is kept supplied with moisture by pressing
upon the ball or bulb ¢ in the handle &,

Having thus described the nature and object
of our invention, what we claim as new, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a device of the character described, a
sealing means, a moistener arranged in front
of the sealing means, and an operating-handle
provided with a fluid-container in communi-
cation with said moistener, said device ar-
ranged so that the flap is introduced between
said moistener and sealing means to first mois-
ten one side of the flap and then from the op-
posite side seal the flap. -

9. TIn a device of the character described, a
moistener and a sealing means operatively con-
nected with each other, said parts separated to
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permit of the entrance of the flap to be sealed, | bar and sealing-rolls loosely turning upon said

and arranged so that the moistener and seal- | shaft adjacent to and in the rear of the mois-

Ing means operate upon opposite sides of the | tener.

flap in the moistening and sealing of said flap. In testimony whereof we have hereunto set :
5 3. Inadevice of the character described, a | our signatures in the presence of two subserib-

hollow handle, a water-reservoir carried by | ing witnesses. | N

sald handle, a hollow shaft connected with said - LOUIS FRITZ.
handle and in communication therethrough | WILLIAM W. DRYDEN.
with the water-reservoir, a hollow bar in open Witnesses: _

1o communication with said shaft and carried by - J. WaLTEr Doucrass,

sald shaft, a moistener carried by the hollow TromAs M. SmITH.
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