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To all whom Tt maly CONCErn.

Be it known that I, AMos WESTWOOD, & citl-
zen of the United States ot America,and a resi-
dent of the city of Oakland, in the county of

¢ Alamedaand State of California,haveinvented
2 new and useful Improvement in Adjustable
Heels for Shoes, of which the following 1S &
gpecification. |

This invention relates to an improvement n

ro that class or description of heel which 1s pro-
vided with a separate and adjustable tread
or bottom piece capable of being rotated or
turned on a center-pin as the surface next the
oround wears away on one side, and thereby
15 preserve a flat and even bottom face at all
times. | | T

The present improvement comprises an ad-
justable tread or bottom piece of novel con-
struction and in combination therewith an 1m-

20 proved construction of heel-body and 1nter-
locking plates and their combination with the
tread, all as hereinatter fully described, and
pointed out in the claim at the end ot this
specification.

2z In the accompanying drawings, forming &
part hereof, the same parts in the several views
are indicated by corresponding letters. of ret-
erence. -

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a shoe, show-

30 ing the heel and section, 1n which the body
and tread are formed of leather or similar

material and the locking-plates of rubber.

Fig. 2 is a similar sectional view with the cen-
tar-bolt removed and the parts separated. ¥ig.

35 3 is an inverted plan of the interlocking plate
on the heel-body. Fig. 4isaplan or top view
of the locking-plate on the adjustable tread.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of Fig. 4.

The body or main portion of the heel 1s

40 formed of leather and secured to the sole of

the shoe in the usual manner; but it can also
be molded of some plastic composition, sueh,
tor example, as rubber-heels are made of at
the present time. This body is indicated 1n
45 the drawings by the letter «. The bottom
niece (seen at b) constituting the “tread” or
wearing surface is a circular pad separately
tormed of leather or like unyielding material.

The two parts ¢ b are fastened together by a

and prevent one

circular boss ¢, formed integrally with a lift ¢,
of resilient material, secured to the tread, said
boss fitting closely 1n a recess on a lift , of re-
silient material,secured tothe heel-body. The
tread is held from turning by interlocking
orooves and ribs 1n the bottom of the recess
and the face of the boss. A center-bolt ¢, for
which apertures n n are provided in the cen-
ter of the parts @ b, fastens the parts together
and also forms the center for the tread b to
turn on whenit is adjusted 1n another position.
A threaded plate or nut 4 1s fi _
hody to take the end of the bolt, and the holes
for the bolt are usually lined with a metal tube
or bushing 7 to keep the holes from closing
tichtly around the bolt and to allow the latter
to be easily inserted and removed. When the
part b is drawn to place by the bolt, the ribs
and grooves interlocking form 8 close joint
betwoeen the tread and the body, holding the
tread firmly in place and preventing it from
rotating and working loose.
of the boss ¢ and the bottom of the recess have

‘V-shaped grooves running from the center

radially outward, forming alternating angular
ridees 7 and depressions ¢ of corresponding
size, which when brought together interlock

xed in the heel- .

Both the face

part from turning on the
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other, and by making these interlocking faces -

or parts of rubber 1 find that they can be made
to fit more accurately and produce a closer
joint than if they are made of leather. As
they are not exposed to wear, it will be
ovident that they can be made quite thin, and
not being required to sustain great strain they
can be secured to the leather body and the
leather tread, where the latter is formed of
leather, either by cementing or nailing them
in place. -

~Many persons
rubber treads and

object to rubber heels and
demand a leather tread or

bottom surface on their heels, and for those

persons my construction provides a rotatably-
adjustable tread of leather, with a secure and
resilient locking device. o

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new therein, and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent, 18—

An adjustable-tread heel comprising' a heel-
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body, an interlocking plate of resilient mate-
rial permanently secured to the bottom face of
the body said plate having a central aper-
ture, a circular recess surrounding said aper-

ture, alternating radial ribs and depressions’

1n said recess; aremovable and adjustable tread
composed of a circular pad, and an interlock-

Ing plate of resilient material secured perma-

o

nently to one face thereof, said plate having

a central aperture and a circular boss sur-
rounding said aperture, alternating radial ribs

[
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and depressions on the face of said boss,adapt-
ed to interlock with the corresponding parts
or the bottom of the heel-body in any position
of adjustment of the pad, and a screw-bolt
tastening the pad to the body. |
Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
in the presence of
' ' AMOS WESTWOOD.
Witnesses: |
Epwarp E. Osporn,
ALFRED SAVAGE.

two subscribing witnesses. -
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