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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that 1, Exire REAcH, a citizen

“of the United States, and a resident of Jersey

City, in the county of Hudson and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and Im-
proved Combination Bridge and Tailpiece, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description, this application being a division
of the application filed by me March 21, 1903,
Serial No. 148,867, for a musical instrument.

The invention relates to mandolins, guitars,
zithers, violins, and . other like stringed mu-

sieal instruments; and its object is to provide
a new and improved combination bridge and

tailpiece arranged for direct and convenient
attachment to the belly of the instrument and
to allow the interchange of bridges of a high
or low character, according .to the require-
ments of the instrument. . |

The invention consists of novel features and
parts and combinationsof the same, aswill be
more fully described hereinafter and then
pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the inventionis
represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which
similar characters of referenceindicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement
as applied. TFig. 2isanenlarged longitudinal
sectional elevation of the same. Fig. 3 1s a
perspective view of the improvement with the
cover removed, and Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the cover for the improvement.

" The body A of the instrument on which the
combination bridge B and tailpiece C 1s ap-
plied is of any desired shape, and ifrom the
upper end of the said body A extends a neck
D, terminating in a head L, provided with
tuning devices F for strings G, arranged in
pairs and extending over a nut H, and the

‘bridge B to be fastened to the tailpiece C.

The bridge B and the tailpiece C.are prei-
erably made of sheet metal, and the tailpiece
C is provided at its forward end with vertical
ouideways C' for the bridge B to slide Inver-
tically, the bridge being interchangeably held
in the said guideways C' to allow of fitting a

hridee of adesired height in the guideways C’
accordine to the requirements of the istru-
ment-—that is, some instruments require a
high bridge and others a low bridge-—and
either of the bridees can be interchangeably
fitted on the guideways C' of the tailpiece C.

The tailpiece C is provided with struck-up
toneues C* for receiving loops G' on the lower
ends of the strings G, as will be readily un-
derstood by reference to Fig. 2. Thetailpiece
( extends in an inclined direction—that 1s,
trom the bridee B downwardly and rear-
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wardly—and the rear end of the tailpiece C

terminates in a horizontal flange C°, resting
on the upper face of the belly A’, and the said
flange (¥ is engaged by a plurality of screws
I or similar fastening devices, extending
through the belly A’ toscrew into a reinforc-
ing or strengthening strip J, extending trans-
versely on the under side of the belly A, ad-

jacent to and abutting against one of the

transverse bass bars K of the body A.

Now by the arrangement described the com-
bination bridge and tailpiece is located be-
tween the sound-hole A®and the lower end of
the body A directly on the top of the belly A
A cover L, preferably made of sheet metal
and provided on its sides with downwardly and
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‘nwardly turned cuide-flanges 1/, is ada yed
b s b

to be slipped lengthwise over the combination
bridee and tailpiece, so that the said onide-
fanges 1. engage the sides of the tailpiece to

‘properly cover the tongues C* and the loops
| & of the strings +, as plainly indicated in the

drawings.

The bridee B is preferably provided with
notches tor holding the strings G the desired
distances apart.

Between the said combination bridge and
tailpiece and the sound-hole A is arranged a
nicking device N for picking the strings (1,
and this picking device N is essentially of the
same construction as the picking device shown
and described in the Letters Patent of the
United States, No. 633,876, granted to I'. Men-
zenhauer, for a stringed musical Instrument,
dated September 26,1899; but as this picking
device forms no part of the present invention
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further detailed deseription of the same is not
deemed necessary.

The strengthening or reinforcing strip J,
located dir ec,t]y undel the combination br 1du0
and tailpiece, forms an essential feature of the
imvention, as it permits of securely attaching
the combination bridge and tailpiece to the
taill A’ at the proper point. Without this
strengthening-strip J, arranged as deseribed.

adjacent to the bass bar I, the, belly A’ would
be hable to warp, owing to the strain exerted

by the strings .

By the arrangsment described the bridee
and tailpiece are securely fastened to the bullv
of the instrument and not liable to shift in
cither direction.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
a3 new and desit e tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. A stringed musical instrument having a
body pr ovided with a bass-bar on the under
side of the belly of the body, a strengthening-
strip abutting against said bar, and a combi-
nation br 1do*e and tailplece on ‘the body over
the said str enothemnmstnp the said tailpiece

754,938

having at its rear end an angular extension
litting the belly and secured to the same, and
to the sty cngthening-strip, anda bridgeJoosely
carried by the t mlpmce and resting upon the
beliy of the instrument, with its upper edee
projecting above the taﬂpu_,(,e

2. Ina stringed musical instrument, a com-
bination bridge and tailpiece on the body of
the Instrument, said tailpiece havine at its

rear end an fmﬂuLu extension secir ed to the
belly of the bod. v and extending upwardly and

forwardly, the front end of said tailpiece be-
ng free, and a bridge loosely held in vertical
position by the free end of the tailpicce and
resting upon the belly of the instrument W]Lh
1ts upper edge projecting above the tailpiec

In testimony whercof 1 have siened my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

EMILE REACH.

Witnesses:
JNO. M. RI"J‘TP R,
H. T. BERNIIARD.
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