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To all whom it may concern.:

county, and State of New York, have invented
acertain new and useful Improvement in Elec-
tric-Socket Supports, of which the following
1S 4 specification.

My present invention has relation to an im-
proved means for attaching electric sockets to
insulated electric cable or cord and particu-
larly to the employment thereof in the use of
electric lamps whether for decorative pur-

poses or otherwise.
The principal objects of my invention are

the provision of a simple and cheap means
whereby sockets for lamps, bells, and the like

may be operatively attached for support on
insulated cord without preliminary removal
of insulation or other preparation of any kind
and whereby when so attached each socket
preferably becomes a means of suppor t for the

cable.
My presentinventionisillustrated inits pre-

ferred form in the accompanvmo drawings,
wherein—

Flgure 1 1s a sectional view of an incandes--

cent electric lamp and my improved attach-
ment for the socket thereof in place upon a
covered cable, and Fig. 2 is a view of a cable
section

on the line ¢ ¢ of Fig. 1.

In decorative work and in similar connec-

tions covered conductorsare frequently strung

over the surfaces to be illuminated, such con-
ductors having attached to them ab suitable
intervals mini&ture lamps appropriately con-
nected thereto. Hitherto in making connec-

tions between such lamps and such conductors-

1t has been necessary to remove the insulation
from the wire at the point of connection, make

~a proper conductive joint between the same
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and suitable sockets, and then screw the lamps
1nto said sockets. The expense of this mode
of attachment is considerable and the sockets
hitherto used in this way being proportion-

ally large with relation to the lamps detract
from the effect of the whole. Further time
1S necessary in producing appropriate attach-
ment of the cable at proper intervals. My in-

| vention is intended to obviate all of these dIS-

Beit known that I, Epwix R. G1rL, a citizen
of the United States, residing in the city,

advantages.

In the drawings the lamp-bulb is shown at
1 with the usual screw - threaded neck at 2.
The outer shell of this neck forms, as usual.
one of the terminals of the lamp and SCrews
into the threaded socket-shell 8. At the bot-
tom of the socket-shell 3 is an insulating-

washer 4, perforated at its center to receive
the screw 5. The nut 6 is made of metal and
1s adapted to fit the screw 5, as shown, and the
two covered conductors 7 and 8 are chpped
between this nut 6 and the socket-shell 8 in
adjusting and fastening the lamps in place.
. As shown in both dl&W]I]G‘S there are pro-
vided two sharp connecting pomts or needles,
one of these protruding at 9 from the bottom
of the socket-shell and the other protruding
upward from the outer edge of the face of the
nut 6, as at 10.

The adjustment of one of my lamp-supports

in place 1s thus seen to be a very simple proc-
ess. The two conductors 7 and 8 are suitably

separated at any desired pointalong the cable
(see Fig. 2,) and the nut 6 isbrou cf'ht up under
them, so thth the point 10 pierces the insula-
tion of conductor 8, making contact with the
metallic core. All this is plamlv shown 1in
Fig. 1. With the washer 4 in place, the screw

- 5 1sdropped through the center of said washer

and can be ser ewed through the nut 6 by an

ordinary screw-driver until the conductors are

squeezed tightly and firmly between the shell
and the nut.

shell, the central contact 11 of said lamp mak-
Ing e]ectrlc connection with the top ot the
screw 5. On closing circuit through the con-
cuctors 7 and 8 the hmp will be ho'hted and
however many are so attached to a given pair
of conductors they will be in multi Jle ArC.

Any desired mode of attachment may be
employed for the cable; but I prefer to em-
ploy the means shown, as it provides a very
cheap and eftsﬂy-used clevice in connection
with the other features of my invention.

I extend the screw 5 into a sharp, long point
which can be easily pressed into wood, plaster,
and the like without the use of any tool

Everything is then ready for
screwing the lamp into place in the socket-
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Strings of lamps can thus be erected with
oreat rapidity, and the number of points of .

“attachment can be always propor t10ned to the
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number of lamps to be carried.
It 1s obvious that the screw 5 may be em-

ployed in a variety of ways for providing a

support for the sockets and cables, and I am
not to be limited in this branch of my inven-
tion to the precise means shown and described.

The sockets attached as stated may be used
for any purpose known in this art, such as
bells and the like, without departing from my
invention as set forth in my clalms

By the use of this improvement an indefi-
nite number of sockets may be quickly and
cheaply attached to a given covered cable, and
they may be removed, some or all, without
leaving upon the coverings of the wires any
traces of the mode of connection and without
impairing the usefulness of the cables for
other purposes.

A variety of modlﬁcatlon% may be made in
this device without departing frrom the spirit
of my invention, and I am not to be under-
stood as 111111‘51110‘ myself to the details of What
is above shown and described.’

What I claim 1s—

1. Asameans for conveying current to elec-

tric lamps, two insulated concuctors, two sepa-
rable clamping members applied to opposite
sicles of said conductors and a piercing and
conducting point on each member each adapted
to penetrate the insulation on one of said con-
ductors, substantially as described.
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2. A socket-shellhavingaconducting pierc-
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ing-point, a nut having a conducting piercing-

point, a screw fitting said nut and a washer
of insulating mateual In sald shell and sur-
rounding said screw.

3. An attachment for electric sockets, com-
prising two parts each provided with a pierc-
ing-point, a screw for connecting said parts

and means codperating with said screw for

supporting the whole.

4. An attachment for electric SOClIetS com-
prising two parts each provided with a pierc-
ing-—point, and a screw for connecting said
parts, said screw being provided with a sharp
point suitable for providing support for the
whole.

5. A socket-shell provided on its under side
with a piercing-point, a washer in the bottom
of said shell, a nut provided with a piercing-
point and a condﬁcting-screw adapted to form
a central terminal within said shell, said screw
passing through said washer and screwing into
said nut so as to form an electric connectlon
therewith.

6. A screw-threaded cylindrical shell, a con-
ducting piercing-point carried thereby, a me-
tallic nut having a second piercing-point and
a metallic screw fitting said nut and atta,chmfr
the same to said shell.

EDWIN R. GILL.

Witnesses:
JAMES N, LamNGg,
H. S. MacKAYE.
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