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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepu JoHN SGHNEIDER
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Chl—-
cago, Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Coffins, of Whlch the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to that elass of coffins
having movable supports for the head and
shoulders of a body and provided with means

for raising and lowering such supports, and
thereby the head and shoulders of the body

resting thereon.
The - principal object of the invention is to

provide a coffin with 'simple, economical, and |

efficient means for raising the head and shoul—-

ders of a body when placed in a coflin to a

suitable height for the purpose of viewing
the remains end lowering the same when de-
sired.

Other and further objects will appear from
an examination of the drawings and the fol-
lowing description and clalms

inafter described and claimed. -
In the accompanying drawings; Figure 1 is

a plan view illustrating 4 coffin prowded with

my lmprovements; Flg 2, a broken central
sectional elevation. FKig. 3 is a detail view of
one of the head and shoulder supports, and
Fig, 4 an illustration of one of the shoulder-
supports-detached from the round bar over
which 1t works.

In KFig. 1 ¢ represents the head—eupport
and b and ¢ the shoulder-supports. Upon

these supports the head and shoulders of the

body rest when placed in the coffin.

Fig. 2 illustrates how the head and shoul-
der supports are fastened to the coffin. A
perpendicular round wrought-iron bar d is

pointed sharp on one end and driven into the |

bottom of the coffin. It is thus held ﬁrmly

in 1ts proper place. The other end or top "is
curved and flattened so as to engage the wall

~of the coffin when the round bodV portion is

perpendicularly arranged at a distance from
such wall, so as to permit adjustment of the
supports thereen._. The flattened end of the

bar isperforated and attached to the wall of the
n by means of an ordinary wood-screw or

the exception that they are shorter.
scription of one therefore describes all three

Slmller element Similar barse and fare fas-

tened to the sides of the coffin, and upon these

the shonlder-supporting breckets b and ¢ are
mounted. The supporting-bars ¢ and # are
counterparts of each other and, in fact, are
counterparts of the supportmmber d, with
The de-

sufficiently to enable any one skilled in the
art to understand this part of the invention.
Shoulder-supporting brackets 4 and ¢ are also
ceunterperts of each other, and a description
of one1s sufficient to enable both to be clearly
understood.

In order to enable the shoulder-supportmg

brackets to be raised and lowered upon the
supporting-bars, each of such brackets is pro-
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vided at the end nearest the wall of the coffin

with a perforation therethrough of sufficient

size to fit loosely over the perpendlculer sup--

porting-bar, as shown in Fig. 3, so that when

_.| the bra,eket 1s mounted upon the bar and oc-
The invention consists in the features, com-

bma,tlons and details of construction here-

cuples the position at right angles thereto it

may be readily moved upward or downward

on such bar. When allowed to restin a slant-

‘ing position or diagonally with relation to the

supportmg -bar, the walls of the perforation
in the.bracket twhtly engage the bar and hold
1t- 1n position thereon, so as to support the
welght of the body, the shoulders of which
rest upon the lower and 1nwardly-extendmg
ends of such shoulder-supporting brackets.
By this arrangement it will be readily seen

that by raising-the supporting-bracket to a
position at right angles with the bar it re-

leases the edﬂ‘es which otherwise bind diag-
onally and leek sueh bracket in en,g;a,crement
with the bar.
become se]f—lockmg by reason of their own
welght when in a diagonal position with rela-
tion £0 the bars. It is also obvious that the
greater the weight which rests upon the sup-

- porting-brackets the more fir mly they will be

loeked

In order to guard eo*emet ecmdenta,l lower-

‘Ing of the SUpportmg—breekets upon the up-
'rlﬂ'ht bars, which might occur from the jolt-

Ing incident to drwmw over rough roads, a
rubber washer ¢ is mounted beneath each of
such brackets, so as to tightly fit upon such
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The supporting-brackets thus
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cent to one of the end Wa,-lls, and a metallic T-
shaped supporting-bracket having a concave
upper surface movably mounted upon such
rod entirely supported thereby and having a
free end extending outward therefrom for
supporting the head of a corpse and permit-
ting 1t to be moved without moving the rest
of the body, substantially as described.

2. Ina coffin having side and end walls, the
combination of a plurality of upright rods
mounted adjacent to such walls, a separate
independently -movable supporting - bracket
for each rod slidably mounted thereon and

‘a head 511pp0rtmﬂ' bl acket movably mounte& -

upon the upright rod adjacent to the end wall,
shoulder-supporting brackets mounted upon
the upright rods adjacent to the side walls,
and movable separately and independently of
the head-supporting bracket and means for
holding such brackets in any desired raised or
lowered position upon the rods, substantially
as described.

- JOSEPH JOHN SCHNEIDER.

Witnesses:
Uy BrockwaAy,
CARLOS 5. ANDREWS.
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