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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JosmawA A. HADLEY a
citizen of the United States, and a re&dent of
Brazil, in the county of Clayand State of In-
diana, have made a certain new and useful
Invention in Banana-Crates; and I declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exactde-
scription of the same, such S wﬂl enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the invention, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my crate.
Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the same. Fig.
3 is a similar view of the crate with contents

- removed and collapsed. Fig. 4 is a detail
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perspective view illustrating the engagement
of hook & with one of the slats ¢. Fig. 5.is
a detail view illustrating a catch to lock the
crate in collapsed position.

‘Thisinvention has relation to-ba;na,n&-crates5

and has for its object the provision of certain

new and useful 1mprovements n collap51ble
crates

With this object in view theinvention con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tion of parts, all ashereinafter described, and
pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letter A designates the crate of prismatic
form, of trapezium form in cross-section

~and having the slatted sides A’ A® connected
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together by suitable hinges ¢', allowing the
crate to be collapsed for shipment after the
contents have been removed. 7The two wider
suies A” of the crate have right-angle flanges
@’ at one end hinged in such wise as to form
when closed the top and bottom of the col-
lapsed crate, a space being left between them
for the reception of the two narrower sides
A’, whichfold inwardly therebetween.

In order to hold the crate in form and at
the same time to serve as a support from
which to suspend the bananas, the cross bars

or braces B are provided for the end portions | -

of the crate, such bars being pivoted at one
angle of the crate upon bolt 4 and extending
across diagonally to the opposite angle, the

50 free end portion of the bar having a hook &’

designed to engage a slit or notch ¢* in the end |

of one of the slats ¢ at this point, suitable de-
vices being employed to lock the hook in its
seat, such as a set-screw ¢’. These braces ex-

tend across the two endsof the crate in oppo-
site directions,so as to brace the crate against

collapsing from each angle thereof.

The flexible lining D for the bananas is left
open at both ends thereof, which have each
a tlightening - string drawn therethrough,

closed. The end of the banana-stalk extends
through the head of the lining and is tied to
the cross-bar B in such wise that the bunch
of bananas is suspended therefrom when the
crate is stood on end, taking the weight of the
bananas from the flexible lining, which isoth-
erwise likely to become strained or broken,not

to mention the injury to the bananas, which

would take place1f resting with the full weight
of the bunch upon the lowermost bananas.
The opposite end of the flexible lining may be

also tied to the adjacent cross-bar, so as to-
draw the lining taut between the two cross-

bars and away from the sides of the crate.
Hven should the crate be reversed in transit
the welght of the bananas will still be borne
by the stalk and cross-bar. The sides of the
lining may be tied to the slats of the crate at
d to mutually hold the lining away from the
solid sides of the crate. Both ends of the lin-
ing being open, itisreadily cleaned and aired.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent 15—

1. A collapsible crate of trapezmm form in
cross-section, having hinged sides, the two
longer of which have angle-flanges for the
hingesto leave aspace for the twoshorter sides
when collapsed, substantially as specified.

2. A collapsible crate of prismatic form in
cross-section having hinged sides and open at
both ends, and a dl&ﬁ'OIlal hinged cross bar or
brace at each end of the crate for suspension
of the contents of the crate and to keep the
crate 1n form, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

J OSHUA A. HADLEY

Witnesses:
CrARLES HEss,
I. JARBOE,
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‘whereby they may be drawn together and ,
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