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To all whom Tt Ml concer:

‘Be it known that I, Taeopore L. HAWKINS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lin-

coln, in the county of Lancaster and State of

Nebraska, have invented new and useful Im-
provementsin Feed-Bags, of which the follow-
ing i1s a specification. . . :

My invention relates to new and useful 1m-

- provements in feed-bags for horses; and its

10

15

20

25

object is to provide a device of this character
which may be readily adjusted to a horse’s
head and which will auntomatically hold the
contents of the bag against the muzzle of the
horse, thereby overcoming the necessity of
continually readjusting the supports of the
bag and preventing the horse from throwing
the bag upward and wasting a portion of 1ts
contents. , | ,
With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of a bag having straps
secured to the sides thereof and each strap pro-
vided with a series of loose rings. Any one
ring of each series is adapted to be engaged

by one end of a coiled spring, the other end

of which is connected to a strap adapted to be
placed over the horse.” The springsareadapted
to be so adjusted that when the bag is placed
over the horse’s muzzle said springs will be

~ tensioned, and this tension will be gradually

30

reduced as the contents of the bag are re-
moved, therehy raising the body of the bag

“nearer the muzzle and bringing the contents

35
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thereof at all times within reach of the horse’s
muzzle. . J

The invention also con:ists in the further
novel construction and combination of parts
hereinafter more fully described and claimed,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, showing the preferred form of my in-
vention, and in which— '

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a bag con-

~ structed -in accordance with my invention.

45

which it is connected.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation. thereof, and Fig. 3

‘is a section through a portion of one of the

straps and the adjoining part of the bag to
Referring to the ﬁgurés by numerals of ref-
erence, 1 is a bag of any suitable construction

having, preferably, metallic straps 2 secured.

longitudinally on opposite sides thereof by
rivets or in any other suitable manner. Kach

strap has staples 4 secured therein by insert-

ing the ends thereof through the strap and
bending them thereunder, as shown in detail
in Fig. 8. Kach staple engages aring 5, and
any desired number of these rings may be lo-
cated on each strap. OUne of the rings on
each strap is adapted to beengaged by a snap-

hook 6, which 1s secured to pne end of a’
coiled spring 7, and a snap-hook 8 is connected

to the other end of this spring and is adapted
to engagearing 9. Thé two rings are secured

" to opposite ends of strap 10, adapted ta be

placed over the head of a horse.

In using the bag herein described the oats
or other material to be fed to the horse1s
placed within the bag, and said bag-is placed

“over the muzzle of the horse and the strap 10

put in position upon its head. Springs T are
then tensioned and inserted through the up-
per rings and the snap-hooks placed in en-

gagement with any one of the remaining rings -
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5. so as to produce a desired tension of the

springs 7. As the horse consumes the con-

‘tents of the bag the tension of the springs

will gradually diminish, and the bag will
therefore be moved upward and the contents
thereof held at all times in contact with the
horse’smuzzle. Itwill beseenthatthespring-
supports 7 can be placed in engagement with
any desired rings 5, and therefore the device
can be adjusted to heads of different sizes.

By providing supports such as herein de-

scribed it is unnecessary to conStantly read-
just the bag in order to render the contents
thereof readily accessible by the horse, and

75
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as the horse can readily reach them it will not-

swing the-bag upward in order to reach the

food, as is the case where non-elastic sup-
9o
In the foregoing description I have shown .

ports are employed.

the preferred form of my invention; but I do

not limit myself thereto, as* I am aware that

modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spiritor sacrificing any of

‘the advantages thereof, and I therefore re-
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2.

serve the right to make such changes as fairly
fall within the scope of my mvention.
Having thusdescribed the invention,whatis

clmmed 4SS NeCW 18—
. The combination with a feed bft,ﬂ‘ of elas-

tw suppm ts adjustably connect{,,d to oppoalte
sides of the bag.

9. The combination Wlth a feed-bag having
a series of securing devices at each side there—
of; of elastic supports adapted to be fastened
to any one of the securing devices of each se-
ries.

3. The combination with a feed-bag having

a series of rings loosely connected to opposite

sides thereof:; of coiled springs detachably se-

cured to one ring of each series. ,
The combination with a feed - bag; of
coﬂed springs adjustably connected to the
sides thereof. -
5. The combmatlon with a feed-bag, and 2
strap; of coiled springs detachably secured to

V54,305

the ends of the strap: ..—111(1 Al ]u%t&bly connected
to oppr)mte sides of the bag.
6. The combination with a feed-bag having

stl aps secured to opposite sides thereof, and
rings loosely connected to the straps; of a

coiled spring extending thr ough one ring ot

each series and detaahab]y qecurod to one ring
of each series.

7. The combination with a feed-bag having
straps secured to opposite sides thereot and
series of rings loosely connected to the qtrap._a,
of astrapr emov(,d fromthe bag, coiled springs
detachably connected to the ends of the strap

30

and to rings of the series, said springs being 35

adapted to project through ringsof theseries.
Intestimony whereof I aflix my signature In
presence of two witnesses.
THEODORE 1.: HA WIKINS.
Witnesses:
5. - H. Hoym,
Franx Parxs.
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