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To all whom. it may concern:

Be it known that I, JonN WUNDER, Jr.. a
subject of the Emperor of (zermany, residing

at New York city, New York, have invented a

new and useful Improvement in (Gas-Fixtures,
of which the following 1s a specification.

My invention relates to gas-fixtures, and has
for its particular object to produce a gas-fix-
ture in which when the gas is fully turned off
the operating-key will be loel«;ed from move-
ment.

It is a well-known fact that in a’as-ﬁxtures
as at present constructed many fatal accidents
have been caused by persons carelessly turn-
ngers
from the key, giving said key a slight reverse
movement, thereby permitting the gas to es-
This is particularly true of persons of
a careless or nervous temperament. People
who have this defect or failing are 1n many
cases fully aware of it, and it 1s a constant
source of uneasiness to them, causing them fre-

quently to rise after retiring to feel the keys.

of the various gas-jets in their desire to deter-
mine whether or not they have been eerelessly
left open.
culties are obviated by my invention in a very

stmple mechanical manner.

I the accompanying drawings I have shown
one form of my invention ; but it will be un-
derstood that my mventmn 1s not limited to
the construction shown in the drawings.

In the drawings, Figure I is a side view of
the gas-fixture embedying my improvement.
Fig. I11s a section of line 2 2 of Hig. 1. FKig.
III is an enlarged horizontal section through
the stem of the key, showing the construetmn
in detail.

In the drawings, 1 indicates the casing of
the gas-fixture, in which works, preferably by
greund-jeint, a suitable valve or cock pro-
vided with the usual port thereto. The stem

of the valve 1s preferably cut away to form a

non-circular stem 3. In the drawings I have

shown a stem oblong 1n the cross-section; but.

it will be understood that other forms of the
stem adapted to the shape of the passage
through the key may be used without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention. In the

so drawings I have shown the lower end of this

be made of any suttable configuration.

All these disadvantages and diffi-

stem as reduced and screw-threaded at 1ts

outer end, although it is to be understood that

it 1s not essential that the said reduced stem
be screw-threaded. Surrounding the stem 1s

or may be a suitable spring 5, to which 1s

adapted a nut 6. It will be understood, how--
ever, that this nut may be replaced by any

suitable head. The stem of the valve is sup-
ported in place in the present instance by a
suitable arm 8, which engages beneath an an-
nular shoulder 9, as clearly shown in the draw-
ings. This arm 8 engaging beneath the

shoulder serves to support the valve when
its adjusting-screw at the top shall have been

removed. or has been accidentally displaced in
use. A suitable key 12 is provided, which 1s
shown in the present instance as traversed by
an aperture 13, which in the present instance
is shown as square at the top, although 1t 'I[‘n}?y
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key is provided with a pin 10, which is adapted

to come against the shoulder 7 on the casing
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1. The kev 12 serves to operate the valvein

the usual manner, and the pin 10 is adapted
to fall into the slot immediately below the arm
8. so that the key will be firmly locked by said
slot and pin. The casing 1 is also shown as
provided with grooves 11, into which the pin
1s adapted to ride to aid in holding the valve
in its intermediate positions. The spring 5
bears against the shoulder 14 in the interior
of the key and bearing at its opposite end
against the nut 6 will serve to force the key
ﬁrmly upward, thereby causing the pin to
bear firmly against the lower edge of the cas-
ing 1, as shown in Figs. I and 1I.

The operation of the device is as follows:
If the gas-cock be opened and it is desired to
close the same and to lock the keyin its closed
position, the key is simply rotated as in the or-

dinary gas-fixture, and when the pin 10 comes
against the shoulder 7 the spring 5 will force

the key upward so as to engage the pin 10 in
the slot beneath thearm 8. When in this po-
sition, the key cannot be moved in either di-
rection except by withdrawing the key until
the pin is clear of the slot and then turning
the key. It will thus be seen that when the
oas has been turned off it cannot again be
turned on except by design and that the fix-
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ture can be very advantageously employed by
persons of a nervous temperament, as afore-

said, in that when the gas has been turned off

LO
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by the half-turn are present.

1t affords an absolute indication that the key
1s locked.

It will be seen that in the form of fixture
shown in the drawings the key revolves but a
quarter-turn instead of making a half-turn, as
in the fixtures heretofore devised. The key
is thus substantially stopped at the end of its

limits of movement, and the extent of move-

ment required in order to fully and sufliciently
operate the fixture is only a quarter-turn, so

that in this limited range of movement all of

the functions which could have been performed

Having desceribed my invention,
claim, and des1re to secure by Tetters Patent
15—

In a gas-fixture, the combination of means

for controlling the flow of gas, comprising in |-

1ts structure a key having a prismatic aper-

what -1 |
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ture therein and adapted to have a movement
of rotation, a plurality of fixed stops on the

gasway limiting the movement of rotation of

the key, the said fixed stops being of such
character as to limit the rotation of the key
irrespective of the vertical position of the key,
a pin car ried bV the key, a series of recesses
in the gasway in which the pin i1s adapted to
engage, a stem 3 upon which the said key is
carried and adapted to slide freely longitudi-

‘nally thereon and a spiral spring inter posed
between the stem and the key located within

the said key and carried upon a reduced end
of- the stem and a shoulder within the key

| upon which said spring is achpted to bear.

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification,in the presence of two sub-

'SCI‘lblIlC" witnesses, thls 29th day of May, 1901

JOHN W’ UNDER, Jr.
Witnesses:

Gro. E. MORSE
Hexry W. I{IRALFY_.
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