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1o all whom Tt may concerw:

Beitknown thatl, Davip W. BArRNES, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at the city of New York, Brooklyn borough,
in the county of Kings and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1in Plectra for Stringed Instruments, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention has reference to improve-
ments i plectra for stringed instruments—
such as mandolins, guitars, zithers, and kin-
dred musical instruments:; and it has for its
object to provide a simple and inexpensive
plectrum adapted to relieve the wear that
usually comes upon the fingers and thumb
and at the same time insures a clear tone free
from the metallic twang accompanying the
use of the ordinary metallic or composition
plectra now in general use. |

With this object in view my invention con-

sists, essentially, in a plectrum for stringed
Instruments composed of a body of compara-

tively soft flexible material, such as leather,
and an iInserted stiffening core of compara-
tively rigid material, such as metal or cellu-
loid, substantially inclosed by said body and
terminating short of the operative end of the
body. The plectrum so constructed produces
1n a marked degree the effect in tone produced
by the finger.

The nature of my invention will best be
understood when deseribed in connection with

the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a face view of a plec-
trum embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a
sectional face view of the same. Fig. 3 1sa
longitudinal section on the line 3 3, Fig. 1.

Similar numerals of reference designate
corresponding parts throughout the several
views of the drawings.

Referring now to the drawings, numeral 1

designates the body of the plectrum, made of
leather or analogous material having or pos-
sessing a soft nature with the requisite amount
of flexibility for vibrating the strings. This

body in the present instance 1s shown to be
split 1n the longitudinal direction or com-
posed of two flaps and has inserted therein a
core 2, made, preferably, of metal, but can be

made of horn, bone, tortoise-shell, celluloid,
or other material possessing the necessary de-
oree of stiffiness combined, preferably, with a
certain degree of resiliency. The flaps of
the body are then cemented, stitched, or oth-
erwise secured to fully and securely inclose
the core.
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In the present instance I have shown the

core 2 entirely inclosed by the material of the
body 1 and its lower end 3 a short distance
from the lower or operative end of said body,
and consequently the core does not come into
actual contact with the strings of the instru-
ment. If desired, the upper end of the core
may project beyond or lie flush with the up-
per end of the plectrum. The operative end
4 may be transversely curved or tapered, as
best seen 1n Kig. 3, so asto approach to a cer-
tain extent the formation of the end of the
human finger.

If desired, the edge of the body may be
beveled or tapered all around its outside edge.

What I claim as new 15—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a plec-
trum for stringed instruments composed of a
body of comparatively soft, flexible material,
such as leather, and an inserted stiffening-core
of comparatively rigid material, such as metal
or celluloid, substantially inclosed by said
body and terminating short of the operative
end of the body, substantially as described.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a plec-
trum for stringed instruments composed of a
body of comparatively soft, flexible material,
such as leather, an inserted stiffening-core of
comparatively rigid material, such as metal
or celluloid, substantially inclosed by said
body and terminating short of the operative
end of the body, and the operating end of the
body being laterally curved, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set

‘my hand in the presence of two subscribing

withesses.
DAVID W. BARNES.

Witnesses:
Raexa H. Yupizky,
A. FaBer pu Faur, Jr.
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