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No. 753,526.

UNITED STATES

Patented March 1, 1904.

PATENT OFFICE.

AWRENCE WELLS SPRAGUE, OF GREENVILLE, MICHIGAN.

VOTING-TABLE AND BALLOT-BOX.

SPECTFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 753,526, dated March 1, 1904
~ Application filed March 31 1908, Serial No. 160450, (o model)

To all whom vt may COnCern:

Be it known that I, LLAWRENCE WELLS

SPRAGUE, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Greenville, in the county of Mont-
calm and State of Michigan, have invented a

new and useful Voting-Table and Ballot-Box,. |

of which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to a voting-table and

ballot-box. _ e _

" The object of the present invention is to 1m-
prove the construction of ballot-boxes and to
provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient

one designed, primarily, to be mounted in a

table or similar support and adapted to per-

mit the entire top of the table or support to

be used for clerical purposes while voting 1s
in progress as well as for counting the bal-
lots after the polls have been closed. '

Another object of the invention is to pre- |
vent the surreptitious introduction or removal |
This 1s ac-
complished by rendering it impossible to eX-
pose the vote-receiving aperture in the box
without first locking the box in position in the

of ballots into or from the box.

table or to remove or partly withdraw the

box without first closing and locking the box

itself and the vote-receiving aperture therein.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simple and efficient device for enabling
the keyhole and the vote-receiving aperture

in the ballot-box -to be sealed with a single
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seal. This is especially important where a

noon recess is taken and where the law pro-

vides that during such recess the ballot-box

shall be closed and sealed and also where the

law requires that after being counted and
tabulated the ballots shall be restored to the
hallot-box and the box locked and sealed un-

til the next election. = _, _-
With these and other objects in view the

invention consists of the novel ‘combination

and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and particularly pointed out in the
claims hereto appended, it being understood

that various changes in the form, proportion,

and mihor details of construction within the
scope of the claims may be made without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of

zo the advantages of my invention.

ing or support.

‘In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view

of a table provided with a plurality of ballot-

boxes constructed in accordance with this in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the
same. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view
taken transversely of the ballot-boxes. Kig.
4 is a vertical sectional view taken longitudi-
nally of one of the ballot-boxes. Fig. 51san
enlarged detail perspective view of a portion

of one of the ballot-boxes,illustrating the man-

ner of séaling thesame. Fig. 6 is a plan view
of the same, the slide beingmoved inward to ex-

pose the ballot-receiving aperture of the bal-

59
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lot-box. Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view, .

on an enlarged scale, illustrating the con-
struction of the ballot-chute. Fig. 81s alon-

oitudinal sectional view of the same, the slide

being drawn outward, locked, and sealed.
Fics. 9 and 10 are detail views of the lock.
Fig. 11 is a detall view of the bolt. |

" Like numerals of reference.designate cor-

70 .

responding parts in all the figures of the draw- -

Ings.

- 1 designates a table forming a casing or sup-

port for a series of ballot-boxes 2; but the lat-
ter instead of being mounted in a table or
stand,asillustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, may be applied to any other form of cas-
constructed in any desired manner, is provided
with a flat top 3, and its legs 4 are connected
by upper and lower bars, which form, with the
legs, the frame of the table.

boxes, suitable guides or ways being provided

the drawings. Horizontal guide bars or strips

|  are arranged to receive and support the bal-

lot-boxes, and guide bars or strips 7 are inter-

_ The table 1s pro-
1 vided with vertical partitions o, dividing the
space within the frame of the table into com- ¢
partments for the reception of the ballot-

75

The table, which may be

8o

for the latter, as clearly shown in Fig. 8 of

90 -

posed between the outer ballot-boxes and the

upper and lower side bars of the table. The

frame of the table may be constructed in any
other desired manner, and the "ballot - boxes
when unlocked, as herelnaiter explained, are
adapted to be withdrawn from the compart-
ments of thetable. - -

" Rach ballot-box is provided at the top with
a slidable cover 8, having side flanges 9, ar-
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~ cover 8 and 1s provided at its inner face with

1O
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ranged in suitable grooves 10 of the inner faces

of the side walls of the ballot-boxes: but any
other desired means may be employed for slid-
ably mounting the cover 8. The rear wall 11 of
the ballot-box terminates short of the grooves
or ways for the cover, and the latter is re-
movable at the back of the box. The front
wall 12 of the ballot-box extends above the

a groove 13, which receives the front end of
the cover when the ballot-box is closed, as
clearly shown in Figs. 4 and 8 of the draw-
ings. The front end of the cover is provided
with a projecting flange 14 to fit the groove
13, and when the ballot-box is in thetable, as

shown in Fig. 4, the lid fits against the upper

rear bar of the table, as shown in Fig. 4,
whereby the lid will be retained in the ways

of the ballot-box when the latter isin itscom-

partment of the table.

The table is provided. at its top at each com-
partment with a depending chute 15, having
1ts upper end arranged within an opening of
the table and provided thereat with an out-
wardly-extending horizontal flange 16. The
flange 16 isadapted for the reception of suit-

~ able fastening devices for securing it to the

30

35

4.0

45

55

60

65

table, and the top of the latter is preferably
provided with an exterior recess 17 for the
reception of the said flange 16 and for a hinged
lid or cover 18. The lid or.cover 18, which
1s hinged at one end at .19, is adapted to be
opened to expose the chute, and it is designed
to cover the upper end of the same when the
ballot-box is removed from the table. The
lids or covers 18 when closed are located be-

low the upper face of the top of the table, and |

the latter presents a smooth top and is adapt-
ed to be conveniently used when counting the

ballots. - | | |
The slidable cover of the ballot-box is pro-

vided with an ‘aperture 20, adapted to regis-

ter with the lower end of the chute, and in
order to enable the openings to be brought
mto proper register the cover is provided
with an upwardly-extending sleeve or chute

section 21, fixed to a plate 22, and cut away
at the back 23, as shown, to receive the lower |

end of the chute. Thefront wall of the sleeve
or chute section 21 abuts against the front
wall of the lower portion of the depending
chute, and the rear wall of the sleeve or sec-
tion 21 lies below the rear wall of the chute.
By this construction a continuous chute or

passage 1s provided for causing the ballots to

positively drop into the ballot-box. The plate

22 1s angularly bent at opposite sides to pro-
vide side flanges 24 and to offset the interme-

diate body portion from the plane of the up-
per face of the cover to form a way 25 for a
slide 26.  The slide 26, which is also arranged
1 a guide or keeper 27, is provided with a
main aperture 28, adapted when the slide is
moved inward to be brought into register
with the ballot-receiving aperture 20 of the

slidable cover.

753,526

adapted when the slide is drawn outward, as
indicated in Fig. 8 of the drawings, to register

‘with a corresponding slot or opening 30 of
.the cover to receive the lower engaging end

of a bolt 31 of a lock 32, whereby both the
cover and the slide will be locked in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 8. When the slide is
drawn outward to the position illustrated in

Iig. 8, the main aperture 28 is carried out of

register with the ballot-receiving aperture 20,
and an imperforate portion of the slide covers
the aperture 20 and closes the ballot-box to
prevent any ballots from being placed in the
same. The lock 32 is mounted on the inner
tate of the projecting upper portion of the

front wall of the ballot-box and lies above the

slidable cover 8, and the bolt 81 is adapted to

‘engage either the front bar of the table or the
‘When the boltis thrown
upward to the position illustrated in dotted

slide and the cover.

_ The outer portion of the slide
1s also provided with a slot or opening 29,

75
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lines in Fig. 8, the ballot-box is locked in the

compartment of the table and the slide is re-
leased and is adapted to be moved inward to

Qo

carry the main aperture into register with -

the aperture 20 of the cover. While the bolt

1s In this position, the coveris held between

the front wall of the ballot-box and the rear
bar of the table. When it is desired to re-
move the ballot-box from the table for any
purpose, it 1s necessary to draw the slide out-
ward. This movement covers the aperture
20 and brings the slot or opening 29 into reg-

‘1ster with the slot or opening of the cover 8.

The bolt is then drawn downward to the po-

sition shown in full lines in Tig. 8, thereby

locking both the slide and the cover. This

movement also disengages the bolt from the
| table, and the ballot-box may be removed.

05

igele

105

The front wall of the ballot-box is provided

‘near its upper edge with a keyhole 33, and

the slide has a hinged flap or section 34 at its
outer end. This flap or section is provided
at 1ts inner edge with eyes 35, adapted to reg-
1ster with an eye 36 of the body portion of
the slide and receive a suitable pintle. When
the slide is drawn outward to the position
shown in Fig. 8, the hinge-joint is carried be-
yond the front wall of the ballot-box through
a slot or opening 37 and is adapted to be
swung upward, as shown, to cover the key-
hole. The hinged section or flap. may be sealed
in this position by any suitable means, and the

keyhole and the ballot-receiving aperture 20

of the ballot-box will be thus sealed in com-
pliance with the laws of some States. The
hinged flap may be provided with a slot or
opening 38 to receive a projecting eye 39, and
a seal 40 may be conveniently applied to the

ITO
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same. The outward movement of the slide is
limited by a stop 41, projecting from the up-

per face of the cover and arranged in the path
of a shoulder 42 of the said slide.. The outer
portion of the slide is reduced, as shown, to

130
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provide the shoulder 42; but any other form

of stop may be employed
The ballot-boxes are provided at thelr front

 ‘walls with suitable pulls 43 for enabling them

to be conveniently removed from the compsrt— -

ments of the table.

The lock may be of any desired construc-

tion, and while it is preferable to employ a

| double acting lock of the character illustrated

10O

~and having apertures at the bottoms of the re-

20

in the.accompanying drawings a plurality of

locking devices may be employed if desired,
for securing the severel results before eX-

plained. -

Having thus clescrlbed my mveutwn what I

claim as new, and cles1re to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combmstlon of ) tsble hevmﬁ' com-

partments and provided at its top with recesses

cesses, chutes depending from the apertures
and provided with flanges secured in the said
recesses, lids mounted in the recesses for coy-

ering the apertures, and ballot-boxes having

' -apertures for registering with the ss;ud chutes,

30

substantially as descrlbed ‘ N
9.. The combination of a table prowded at

the top with apertures and having recesses.

thereat,.lids mounted within the recesses and

adaptecl when closed to lie within the same,

ballot-boxes arranged within the table and
provided with apertures to register with those
of the table, and means for clcsmg the aper-
tures of the ballot-boxes when the latter are

- removed trom the table, substantmlly as ae-

35

- having an aperture to register with that of
40

45
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scribed. - |

3. The combmetmu of a casing having an
aperture and provided withade endmg chute
a ballot-box arranged within the casing a,nd

the casing, and asleeve or chute section mount-
ed on the ballot-box at the aperture thereof
and arranged to receive and engage the chute

and means for locking the ballot—box in the

- casing and for closmo' the aperture of the bal-

lot-box when the same 1s removed from the
casing, substantially as described. - |
4. The combination of a casing havmcr' an
aperture and provided with a depeuclmg chute
a ballot-box removably arranged within the
casing and having an aperture and provided

with a projecting  sleeve or chute section ar-
‘ranged toreceive the said chute, a slide mount-

ed on the ballot-box and adepted to be moved

to cover and expose the ballot-box aperture,
-and means for locking the sl1de When the bal-—

lot-box is removed from the casing and for re-
leasing the slide when the ballot-box isplaced

in the casing, substantially as described.

5

5. The combination of a casing provided at
the top with an aperture, a ballot-box having
an aperture to register with that of the cas-
Ing, a movable: closure carried by the ballot-

box for covering and uncovering the aper-

ture, and lockmcr mechanism carried by the
bellot-box and erraucred to engage e1ther the

cesu:wP or the closure for securing the ballot-

£+

box in the casing and releasmg the closure
and for securing the closure and releasing the

bellot—box, substeutlally as described.

6. The combination of a casing having an-

aperture and provided with a chute a bellot-; .

box provided with an aperture and having a

projecting sleeve or chute section cut away at

one side to receive the chute, a slide arranged
to cover the aperture of the ballot-box, and

75

means for locl_rmcr the slide, substantially as

desecribed..

7. ‘The combination of a ballot-box having

an aperture, a movable. closure arranged to
cover and uncover the aperture, and a locl{mo*

the sperture is closed and adapted to receive
a seal, substantially as descr1bed

30

| device for engaging the movable closure, salcl- -
movable closure bemg provided with a mem--
ber arranged to cover the locking device when -

- 8. The combination of a ballot-box provu:lecl .'
with anaperture, a slide arranged to cover and -
uncover the aperture, a locking device carried

by the ballot—box for engaging the slide, and -
t @ movable member connected with the sl1de--.

and arranged to cover-the locking device and

adapted to recewe a seal, substentlally as de-

scribed. ..
9. The combmetlou of a. bctllot--box hevmcr
an aperture, a slide arranged to cover and un-

95.

cover the aperture, a locking device mounted
on the ballot-box for engaging the slide, and

a ‘hinged flap carried by the slide end ar-

renged to cover the locking device when the
same 18 in engagement with the shcle sub-
steutla,llv s descrlbed 1

-10. The combination of a - ballot—-box pro-

100

V1cled with an aperture, a slide arranged to

cover and uncover the aperture and l’l&VlIlG' a
hinged flap projecting beyond the ballot-box

1o5il'

when the aperture is covered by the slide, and

alocking device mounted on the ballot-box and

arranged to be covered by the hinged ﬂep, sub— '-

stantially as described.
11. The combination. of a bsllot box ro-

" I10

vided with an aperture, a slide having: en ap-
erture to register with that of the ballot-box |

| and provuled with a slot:or opening, and a

locking device arranged to engage the slotor

opening of the slide when the aperture thereof

| 1s out of register with that of the ballot—box

substautlally as described.

12. Thecombination of a bellot box havmtr
an aperture a-slide provided with an aperture
to register with that of the ballot-box and hav-
ing a  slot or opening,
ranged to engage the slot or opening of the
slide when the aperture thereof is out of reg-

I15

120
and a. lockmcr devicear- -

ister with that of the ballot- box, said lockmcf' |

device being also arranged to lock the ballot- _
‘box in a casing or support when out of en-
gagement with the slide, substantially as de-

scribed.
18. The combination of a ballot-box
V1clecl at the front with a keyhole and hawmfr

125

pro-

130
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an aperture for ballots, a locking device lo-
cated at the keyhole, a slide having an aper-
ture to register with that of the ballot-box and
provided with a slot or opening arranged to be
engaged by the locking device when the said
apertures are out of register, and a flap hinged
to the outer end of the slide and located be-
vond the ballot-box when the locking device 1s
in engagement with the slot or opening, sub-
stantially as described. |

14. The combination of a ballot-box having -
a cover provided with an aperture, a slide hav-

 ing an aperture to register with that of the

20

30
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cover and provided with a slot or opening, and

a locking device arranged to engage the slot or

opening of the slide when the aperture thereof
is out of engagement with that of the cover
and adapted to extend through the slide and
engage the cover, substantially as described.

15. The combination of a casing, a ballot-
box having a cover provided with an aperture,
a locking device mounted on the ballot-box and

arranged to engage either the casing or the.

cover, and a slide arranged to cover and un-
cover the aperture of the ballot-box and pro-
vided with a slot or opening arranged to be
engaged by the locking device when the aper-
ture of the ballot-box is covered, substantially
as described. '

16. The combination of a casing, a ballot-
box having an aperture and provided with a
cover, a locking device arranged to engage
cither the cover or the casing, and a movable

closure arranged to cover and uncover the ap-

erture of the ballot-box and adapted to be en-
gaged by the locking device when the aperture
of the latter is covered, substantially as de-
seribed. '
17. The combination of a casing, a ballot-
box provided with a cover having an aperture,

~ alocking device mounted on the ballot-box and

50
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arranged to engage either the cover or the

casing, and a slide having an aperture to reg-

ister with that of the cover and provided with
a slot or opening arranged to receive the lock-
ing device when the apertures are out of reg-
ister, said slide being also provided with a
movable member arranged to cover the lock-
ing device when the same is in engagement
with the slide and the cover, substantially as
described. - | A
18. The combination of a casing, a ballot-

box provided with-a slidable cover removable

from the back and having an aperture, alock-
ing device located at the front of the ballot-

box and arranged to engage the cover, and a

753,526

movable closure arranged to cover and uncover

the aperture and having a slot or opening ar-
ranged to receive the locking device when
the aperture is covered, substantially as de-
scribed. | | '

19. The combination of a casing, a ballot-

box provided with a slidable cover removable
at the rear and provided with an aperture, a
slide arranged to cover and uncover the aper-

ture and extending through the front of the

ballot-box and having a hinged section or flap,
said slide being also provided with a slot or
opening, and a locking devicearranged at the
front of the ballot-box and having a keyhole
arranged to be covered by the hinged section
or flap, said locking device being adapted to

engage either the casing or the cover, and the

slot or opening of the slide being in position
to receive the locking device when the aper-
ture of the cover is closed, substantially as
described. . '

ile}
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20. The combination of a ballotabox having

a cover provided with an aperture, a sleeve
extending from the aperture, a plate support-
ing the sleeve and forming a guide, a slide
arranged in the guide and having a, shoulder,
means carried by the cover for engaging the
shoulder to limit the movement of the slide,
and locking mechanism for engaging the cover
and the slide, substantially as described.

91. The combination of a casing or support
having an aperture, a ballot-box mounted in
the casing or support and provided with a
corresponding aperture and having ways and
provided therein with a slidable cover, said
ways having an open end at a point remote
from the front of the ballot-box, whereby the
cover is retained in the ways when the ballot-
box is in place, substantially as described.

09. The combination of a table having a

plurality of aperturesand provided with ways

open at one end and closed atthe other, a plu-

rality of ballot-boxes having apertures and
provided with slidable covers removable at the
back, whereby they will be retained in place
when the ballot-boxes are in the table, and
means for locking the ballot-boxes in place,
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. -

LAWRENCE WELLS SPRAGUE.

Witnesses: |
Rurus F. SPRAGUE,
PAauL vAN DEINSE.
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