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UNITED STATES

Patented March 1, 1904.

PatenT OFFICE.

GEORGE WELLS SMITH, OF UNION CITY, INDIANA.

MAIL-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 753,523, dated March 1, 1904.
Application filed Pebrua,ry 27,1903, Serial No, 145,390, (No model.) -

To all whom tt mcr,y CONCETn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE WELLS SMITH a
citizen of the United States, residing at Umon

City, in the county of Randolph and State of

Indiana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail-Boxes, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

My invention relates to impr ovements in
mail-boxes, and refers particularly to a tail-
box for use in rural reception and delivery of
mail; and one object of my invention 1s the
provision of a mail-box which can be manu-

factured at a very low price and which will be

thoroughly efficient and practical in every re-
spect.

Another object of my invention 1s the pro-—
vision of a mail-box which will designate the
absence or presence of mall and which will
protect the contents of the box from the dam-
aging influences of the weather.

With these objects in view my invention
consists of a mail-box embodying novel fea-
tures of construction and combination of parts
substantially as disclosed herein.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
my mail-box closed and with the signal raised

to indicate that the box contains mail. Fig.
2 represents a similar view with the box open.
Fig. 3 represents a transverse sectional view
with the box closed, and Fig. 4 represents a
central longitudinal sectional view.

My mail-box consists, essentially, of the
lowersection A and the upper section A’, each

‘section being substantially semicylindrical,the

upper section being provided with the gutter
B at its front portion and with the curved or
spiral rear edge C, and the lower section is

provided with the spiral rear edge D, which
fits within and forms a hinged connection the

entire length of the box with the curved or
spiral rear portion of the upper section. This
construction is of great importance, as the
front gutter absolutely prevents the entrance

~of water to the box and the rear spiral edge

forms a protection for the box and makes an

easy operating-hinge throughout the entlre
length of the box.

To each end of the box is.secured the pair of
hinged caps Eand E’, these end sections being

preferably made of cast material and having
the flanges I secured. to the upper and lower
sections of the box and having the inward-ex-
tending protecting rim or flange . The pair
of hinged castings are each provided near
their hinged portion H with stops J, which
limit the opening of -the cover. One of the
hmwed ends is provided with staples K to re-
ceive a smtable lock and with a hinged signal
L, which 1s sustained in raised or lowered
posﬂsmn by means of studs or pins M. Lhe
box is provided on the inner face of the lower
section with a clip N for holding letters, and
the entire structure is rigidly attached by
means of an attaching-plate O, secured to a
post P or other object.

From the foregoing description, taken 1in
connection with the drawings, it will be ap-

parent that I provide a mail- box which is par-

ticularly adapted for rural service, which will

protect the mail against the damaging influ-

ences of the wea,ther, which will receive a large
quantity of mail, which will designate the ab-
sence or presence of mail, and which possesses
every feature of merit to commend it as use-
ful, desirable, and practical.

I claim—

The mail-box herein shown and described,
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consisting of the upper and lower sectlons |

having their rear edges curved and forming a

_ hmcre connection along thelr entire leno'th

the curved. portion on the forward edge of the
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upper section forming a protectmg cutter,

the end pieces hinged _together and secured to

said sections, said end pieces having inward-
extending flanges to embrace the ends of the

sections, the abutments carried by the end

pieces to limit opening thereof, the lugs on
one set of end pieces to receive a lock, the sig-
nal pivoted to said end piece, the studs t6
hold the signal; and the attaching-plate on the
lower section, and the clip in the lower section
for holding mail-matter separately.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE WELLS SMITH
- Witnesses:
JosEpH HoOXKE,
JOHN A. SHOCKNEY,
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