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 To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, MicHELE LOMBARDO, a
citizen of the United States residing at: Masan
City,inthe county of Cerro Gordo and State of
Towa, have.invented a4 new and useful Banana-
(Jra,te of which the followingis a specification.

MV invention relates to crates of the type
which are employed for shipping bananas, and -

has for its objects to produce a comparatively
simple inexpensive device of -this character
in which the bananas will be thorouﬂ‘hlv pro-

tected during tranSportat:ton and one 1n which

thesackor e_nvelc)p containing the bananas may

be readily removed from the cmte—fmme to |

permit storage of the frmt for rlpemnﬂ' or
other purposes. |
To these ends the invention comp1 ises the
novel  features of construction and combina-
tion of parts more tully hereinafter described.
Tn the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1 1s
2 perspective view of the crate-frame. Fig.
is- a vertical section through the crate com—-

plete. Fig. 8 is a detail view of* the sack or |
“envelop removed. Fig. 4 is a detail view of
one of the devmes for securing the enveloy in

place.
Referring to the dra,wmﬂ's it will be seen

. that my improved crate as a whole comprises
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a skeleton frame 1, a removable sack or en-
velop 2, and a supplemental protecting sack or
bottom 3, attached to and supported within
the frame for receiving and protecting the

lower portion of envebp 2. - These parts may

be of any suitable material; but by preference
I construct the frame of wood and the envelop
and protecting-sack of canvas, burlap, or
equivalent material.

The frame 1 preferably consists of a plu-
rality of longitudinal slats. or members 4,
spaced transversely one from another and con-

- nected at their ends by end hoops 5 and be-
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tween their ends by intermediate hoops 6, said

hoops being all suitably spaced V%I‘th&HV one

above anc}ther and lying upon the outer faces

of the slats.
posite ends with suitable supporting members

~or flanges 7, preferably in the form of hoops

disposed upon and attached to the inner iaces_
- of slats 4, these supporting members being in- .

The frame is provided at its op-

[ set from the ends of theframe for the purpﬂse

| which will hereinafter appear.
The sack or envelop 2, which is of a size to

upper end to aring or hoop 8, which maintains

the mouth of smd sack open or distended and
when the parts of the crate are assembled rests
‘upon either of the supporting members 5 for
suspending the envelop within the open frame.

The material of the sack or envelop is folded
and statched around the hoop 8 for securing
the latter in place and is extended npward be-
yond said hoop to produce an integral closure

SG

' inclose a bunch of ba,n&nas, is attached at its
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or flap 9, which may be drawn tocrether by a -

running-string, as herein shown, or otherwise
for closing the mouth of the envel(}p The
envelopisremovably secured within the frame
by means of temporary fastening devices 10,
composed of any suitable phable metal and

‘adapted to extend through transverse open-

ings 11, provided in the end hoops 5, and to en-
gage similar registering openings 12, formed
transversely through the hoop 8, these fas-
tening devices. b&ing of the form of. cotter-
pins, the arms of which are angularly bent

after passing through the openings 12 to lie
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along the inner faces of hoop 8, as shown In

Fig. 4. It is apparent from thls arrange-
ment that the envelop 2 will be maintained se-
curely in position within the frame during
transportation and may be readily removed
when 1t-1s desired to store the bananas for
ripening or other purposes.and that the en-
velop may be susg}ended from either end of
the frame by engaging the fastening devices

- 10 with the opemngs 11 of either et the end
‘hoops b.

The supplemental sa,ck or pmtectmg bot-

g

tom 3 has its upper'end or mouth attached to

a hoop or ring 13, which maintains the mouth

of the sack open or distended and is in turn
secured to the slats 4 at the longitudinal cen-
ter of the frame, the material of the sack be-
ing folded and stitched around the hoop, as
in the instance of envelop 2.
bottom, which receives and pr otects the lower
portion of envelop 2, may be turned through

and thus suSpended toward. either end ok "L&._.

. This sack or

o
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tmm{, by 1135 ring 13, thereby adapting it to
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2.

receive the lower end of the envelop when sus-
pended from either end of the frame.

From the foregoing it is apparent that in
practice the hoop 8 of the envelop may be
seated and secured in position in either end of
the frame which happens to be uppermost,
thereby greatly facilitating the assemblage of
the parts  of the crate, and that the bottom Sa,,ck
may be readily turned accordingly. In at-
taining these ends 1t is to be understood that
I do not limit myself to the precise details

“ herein set forth. inasmuch as minor changes
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may be made therein without dep‘lltlnﬂ' trom
the spirit of the invention. |

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim 18—

1. In a crate, the combination with a frame,

of a member adapted to be seated in either end

thereof, an envelop suspended from the mem-
ber W1thm the frame, means for removably

connecting the member with the frame, and a

protecting - sack sustained within the frame
with its mouth disposed adjacent to the lon-
citudinal center of the latter, sald sack being
adapted for reversal to receive the lower end
of the envelop when suspended from either end
of the frame.

2. Inacrate, the combination with o fr ale,
of supporting mumherfs disposed at opposite
ends thercof, a second member adapted to
seat npon elther ot the supporfing members,

an envelop carried by the second member for
suspension within the frame, means for re-

movably attaching the second member to the
frame, and a pmtectmmsack sustalned within
the frame with its mouth disposed adjacent to
the longitudinal center of the latter, said sack
being .:1(;13,1)139(1 forreversal toreceive the lower
endl ot the envelop when suspended trom either
end of the frame.

3 Inacr ‘Lte the combmatlon w 1th a trame
thel cof, an emfelop su&,pended from the mem-
ber w.‘:thln the frame, means for removably
connecting the membel with the frame, said
means comprising fastening devices engaged

| with one of the parts and deta,chablv engag-
}.ing openings provided in the other, and a pro-

tectmﬂ-q{mk sustained within the h ame with
its mouth disposed adjacent to the longitudi-
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nal center of the latter, saild sack being qtla,m,_- .

ed for reversal to receive the lower end of the

envelop when suspended fromeither end of the
frame, |

In testimon y that I claim the furewomtr as

‘my own I have hereto affixed my swmttme in

the pr esernce: of two witnesses.
MICHELE LOMBARDO.

Witnesses:
M. A. SWANSON,
W. F. Muse.
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