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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Wirriam WiLsoN, a
resident of London township, and TaOMAS W.
BAKER, a resident of the city of London, in the

5 county of Middlesex, in the Province of On-
tario, Canada, both subjects of the King of
Great Britain, have jointly invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Trays for
Holding Eggs or Fruit, of which the follow-

10 1ng is a specification. | |

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements on trays for safely and
securely holding eggs or fruit during trans-

- portation or storage, as will be hereinafter

15 first fully set forth and described and then
pointed out in the claims, reference being had

. to the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tray em-
bodying ourinvention. Fig. 2 isanother per-

20 spective view of same. In this view the cord
1s removed and the top flaps raised. Fig. 3
1s another perspective view of Fig: 2, show-
ing the cover removed. Fig. 4 shows the

- flanged partition resting on the bottom of the

25 tray and in position at the junction of two
cell-sections. Fig. 4* is a perspective view of
the tray, the cells being removed and said
tray being provided with battens. Fig. 5 is

| another perspective view of said tray pro-

30 vided with a folding handle. Fig. 6 is an-
other view of same, showing the handle folded

- on the top of the tray to hold the topflaps on
the removable cover and the latter firmly and
securely in place. -

35 1Inthe accompanying drawings,the numeral
1 designates the bottom, 2 the sides, and 3 the
top flaps formed in one piece, and 4 the re-
movable covering-plate of a tray, all formed
of strawboard or other .resilient or springy

40 material. a | - .
5 designates the ends of the tray, formed of
wood or other light firm rigid non-resilient
material and provided with ‘the ventilation-
openings 6 and 7. B S

45  8designates battens secured underneath the
tray at two opposite sides, as shown in Fig. 4.
 9designates cells, which may be constructed
in one or more sections, as desired, according

“or piece of fruit in each. cell.

tions o of saild cells or the partitions ¢ of said 50
cells parallel with the ends 5 are cut away
centrally, as shown at b, Fig. 3, or areformed

of less depth, so as not to extend upward to
the same height as the longitudinal partitions

¢ of said cells, This provides ventilation- 55

- openings in the cell-partitions ¢ opposite the

ventilation-openings 7 in the ends 5. 10 des-
ignates a partifion provided with a flange 11,

‘which partition is placed at the junction of

two sections of said cells when said cells are 60
formed 1n two or more sections, the flange 11
extending under the adjacent portion of the
cells of one of said sections, all as shown In
Fig. 4, whereby when the sections are pro-

| vided-or-filled with the articles to be trans- 65
| ported the weight of the one section bearing

on the flange 11 of the other section will form
a simple means for holding the respective sec-
tions 1n their relative positions, and in said

| Fig. 4 of the accompanying drawings the par- 70
' tition 10 is shown provided with one flange

extending from one side only; but said parti-
tion 10 may be provided with flanges 11 ex-
tending in opposite directions therefrom, if
desired. - 75
12 designates acord or fiexible band extend-
Ing around said tray, as shown in Kig. 1.
13 designates holes formed opposite one an-

other in the opposite sides 2 of the tray.

14 designates a handle provided with thean- 8o
gular ends ¢, which are fitted to and adapted
to engage with the holes 13 in thesides 2, and

| said handle 14 is adapted to bind on the sides

2, so that when adjusted tothe position shown
in Fig. 6 it firmly holds the top flaps 3 on the 85
removable cover 4 and the latter firmly and
securely in place. Italso braces, stiffens, and
strengthens the sides 2 and at the same time
provides a convenient means of handling said
1]33{'&373 when adjusted to the position shown in go
ig. b. S .
The cells9 are placed in the tray and an eggo
The removable

covering-plate 4 is then placed over the cells

“and contents and the flaps 3 turned over on 95

said covering-plate, as shown in Fig. 1, and
the whole held together by the cord or flexi-

to the size of the tray, and the lateral parti- | ble band 12.
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By providing the trays with cells each egg
or piece of fruit is perfectly isolated, and by
forming the openings 6 and 7 in the ends 5
and the lateral partitions ¢ of the cells cut
away at b or at a lower or different elevation

than the longitudinal partitions ¢, as deseribed,

thorough ventilation is secured for each of
said cells and for the eggs or fruit contained
therein, and this, together with complete 1so-
lation of each egg or piece of fruit, all sweat-
ing and consequentheating of the eggs or fruit
is prevented, which.is the principal cause of

decay. Asaresult an important condition tor

the perfect preservation of the eggs or fruit
is thus attained, and by forming the bottom
and sides of the tray and the top flaps and re-

movable covering - plate of a resilient or
springy material and with the battens 8 at the

two opposite sides underneath the tray any

blow or jar the case may receive will be taken

~up byor expended in said resilience, and thus

30

35

prevent breakage of the eggs or the bruising
of the fruit or other injury to the contents of
the tray. Thus another very important con-

dition for the perfect preservation of the eggs

or fruit is attained, and by forming the ends
of the tray of wood or other rigid non-resili-
ent material and the battens 8 at two oppo-
site sides underneath the tray strength and
firmness is given to each tray, which pre-
vents excessive vibration or movement of the
eggs or fruit, thus materially assisting in pre-
venting breakage of the eggs or bruising of
the fruit, and in large trays, in which the
cells are formed in sections, the flanged par-

titions 10 are used to further strengthen and |

~ give firmness to the tray and cells, and thus

40

45

further assist in preventing excessive vibra-

tion or movement of the contents of said cells,
and said ends 5 being formed of wood or other
rioid non-resilient material they give such
strength to the trays that when they are piled
one upon the other all crushing of the under
or lower trays or their contents is avoided
and completely prevented. . At the same time
injury to their contentsis practically prevented
by the resiliency of the bottom and sides,
and by providing trays for holding eggs or

753,343

fruit, as described, any one of said trays may
be drawn from.the packing case or crate (not
shown) in which they are contained and their
contents inspected rapidly and replaced, thus
oiving instantexamination. Atthesametime
the handles 14 provide a convenient means for
carrying the trays when desired. -
- We have found by experiment that the con-
struction herein shown and described gives
the best results. At the same time, while we
prefer said construction, we do not wish to
limit ourselves to the details thereof, as they
may be modified in various ways without de-
parting from the spirit of our invention.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim— | |

1. In combination with the rigid ends, the
resilient bottom and side walls, battenssecured
to the bottom, flaps secured to the side walls,
cells arranged between the said side and end
walls, said cells and end walls being formed
with communicating openings, and means for
holding the said flaps ina folded position, said
means being pivoted to the side walls of the
tray.. D G

2. The combination with the rigid end walls

“and the removable cover-plate, of the resilient

bottom .and side walls and top flaps adapted
tooverlie said plate formed integral, and means

for holding said flaps in engagement with said

plate. ‘
3. In a device of the type set forth, a box
having side walls and a bottom, end walls,
and flaps adapted to partly overlie upper edges
of said ends, sald side walls bottom and flaps
being composed of a single strip of resilient
material, in combination with means arranged
in said box for supporting articles, a means
for closing the upper end of the said last-
named means, and means for holding the said
flaps in engagement therewith. |
In testimony whereof we have signed in the
presence of the two undersigned witnesses.

- WILLIAM WILSON.
- | THOMAS W. BAKER.
Witnesses:
| P. J. EpmoNDps,
A. BYrick.
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